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neſs: few 1 believe; thoſe 10 
real m and lincere friend- 
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DEDICATION. 


to ſpeak of it to your friends 
would be —— 
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Permit me therefore to in- 
ſcribe the following diſcoutſes 
to the friend of my youth, the 
aſſociate of my ſtudies 2 at ſchool 
ard. college. 3 | 
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Let me inks to you that 

if they contain any thing worthy 

»: hot your. approbation, the whole 

/ , merit is to be aſcribed to our 
learned and © ingenious friend 
Doctor CRorr, es 25 ANGIE 
Lecturer. 79 N * 
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We together wits many othes | 

have ſingular obligations to him 
for the great care with which 
he ſuperintended our education. 
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DEDICATION. 


1 Why does the caprice of for- 
tune ſuffer ſo much genius and 
induſtry to be buried in the 
duſt of a provincial ſchool? 
1 1 am, dear Sir, 
Jour ever ſincere 
and affectionate Friend, 
A, RUDE 
Luoprow, OA 5 


June gth, 1785. 
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= ADVERTISEMENT. ; 
| Thoben the publick may "Ye not 


at all intereſted i in the private reaſons 
chat give "riſe to publication, and though 
an apology can never avert. the puniſhment 
due t to groſs literary offences, vet it is 
boped that ſomething will, be litened 
to with Candour, with regard. o | the 
5 Work. I" there ſhall be found 
perfe eflions, let it be remembered that 
they were "written in a ſituation or 
much Labour, and Little Leiſure; "amidlt 
a variety of parochial eng gagements am- 
ply ſufficient to employ the Time of 
the moſt aſſiduous Man. Avocations of 
of this kind, leave but little Time for 
compoſition, and till leſs for correQton. | 

„„ - Such 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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Svcs however as they are, they are — 
mow. at the tribunal of LH e JED, 7 
nen en as to > allen,” that all 

care of them wilt ceaſe, the moment 
: they become publick. So far from it 
I mall liſten to the, obſervations, made 
on their appearance, with the anxious ſo- 
kcitude of an affeftionate parent, who, 
kowever deformed his offspring may ap- 
pear to! others, may himſelf be permitted 
to view it with an indulgent eye. 5 
1 12 1 have been able to execute my own 
xdeas, the fincere | Chriſtian vill find no- 
thing to ſhock his creed, nor the good. ci- 
tizen any thing that. will violate his regard 
for the venerable conſtitution of his coun: 


wy, either i in urch or ſtate. , 
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THE. DESIGN. AND OBJECT 
OF CHRISTIANITY cosi 
- DERED AND ILLUSTRATED. 
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2 — — 2 — 
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: eke CHAP. tt. VER, 17. 


lier ways are ways 97 pleſentnh, and al hes 
FE ht are gence: | 


E | Wikings of» the 0 e 
:  confidered: abſtratedly from their in- 
ſpired nature, are -amongſt the moſt beau- 
tiful compoſitions we poſſeſs. They are the 
well digeſted reſlections of a Man of pro- 
found ſcience and laborious enquiry, the 
reſult of fact and experiment, and nat the 
crude. conjt ures of fanciful. hypotheſis. 

They are the deciſions of a Man who 
had fought” after happineſs in a variety of 
ſituations, ., but found her only in the paths 
of piety, which he emphatically calls A 
dart gain 5 wiſdom. | 
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He aſſures Us from the lincereſt convie- 


tion aol the truth of what he rl) that * , 
all the Uh that we can hy are not to be 
compared. with ber. 


That length . of 0 0 is in * * ral Hand, 


$f 


* wy 8 
H 10 


"rg * 
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"7 
Wi 
Ants 


5 in her Jeſt, riches and honours, That 
her ways are ways of Pleaſaninefe, and that 
all her paths are rt. 

This is the pleaſing portrait of = Re- 
ligion, which it is our peculiar Happineſs 
to poſſeſs ; and having in the late ſolemn 


E ſeaſons accompanied the Saviour of the 


World in bis faſting and temptation; 


baving by the eye of faith ſeen him be- 
tray d by one Diſciple, and forſaken by 
all; having ſeen him dying for our ſins, 
and riſing again for our juſtification ---It f 


* 


is a duty highly -incumbent upon . us, to | 


conſider the ſyſtem he has preſeribed for 


our conduct, more eſpecially fince in wif- 
dom and goodneſs, he hath fo conſtituted 


* 
* 
. it 


v preach'd at Ludtow, and Sunday after Eaſter 1785. 


* 


*, 


Th s * * * o * 2 of 


i, that "all its precepts” are perfeAly con- 
genial with the beſt afeQions of the ſoul.” 
It will be the attempt of the preſent 


enquiry, to conſider firſt, The nature, deſign, 


and object of the chriſtian religion ſecondly, 
The indiſpenſible | duty of GORE our 
lives by oe” 


Firſt, It was a degree of mercy of the 
higheſt kind that induced the Deity to 


| favour. man with any farther direction for 
his conduct after he had wilfully tranſgreſſed 
that plain and fimple rule of duty, which was 
fo mild in its Reſtraints, ſo liberal in its In- 
dulgences, and ſo competent to produce perfe& 
happineſs. But the goodneſs of God, and 
bis regard for the ſouls of men are bound- 


leſs and unlimited; and in the benevolent 
idea that gave riſe” to man's redemption, 
was contained every n, of 3 
Bene ficence, and Compaſſion.” SEA 

The artifices of Satan eng Ae 


in ſome degree the ſcheme of Providence 
4 1 „„ 
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by the .excluſion of our firſt, parents from 
the garden of Eden, one further. effort 8 
mercy remained yet untried, by means of 
which man might riſe triumphant; over his 
enemy, and the tranſient victory of Satan 
be eclipſed by the plegdid triumph of the 
Son of God. Re 
To induce man himſelf to become a Wy 
ling agent in that ſyſtem which was to ter- 
minate in his own unſpeakable felicity, every 
objett was preſented to his mind, that might 
alarm his fears, or inſpire him with confi- 
dence. The joys of a pure and ſpiritual 
kingdom; joys infinite in degree, and end- 
leſs in duration, were decreed to be the 
reward of a few years ſpent in the per- 
formance of religious duties, and-uniformly | 
devoted to the practice of piety. 5 


2 


In order to make this ſervice; perfect 
Freedom, all the precepts that Chriſt hath 
ſanctioned by his divine Authority are thoſe 
genuine dictates of the law of nature, which 
1 * 


[defy connec the whole nee of matiz 
kind in the bonds of perpet 
12 The” Bleffed Redeemer of man hath moſt 
forcibly recommended by precept and ex- 
_ ample, thoſe refined feelings which teach us to 
ſymphathize with the ſufferings of our bre- 
men, which induce 'us to take an ac- 
five part in their various intereſts; and 
_ command us on all occaſions to. aft 
owards others, in the manner that - we 
— wiſh to be treated in ſimilar cix- 


Curt umſtances. 

"The effence of Chriſtianity i. is the pureſt 
beneficence. The greateſt friendſhip that 
man can form with man, falls infinitely 
ben cath | "that exalted philanthropy, which 
began, © carried on and completed the re- 


That philanthropy which induced the 

Rebel pete hr ih ahi Trinity, to relin- 

| _ WE” "repos of his father's glory, in 
NS order 


1 


dne to carry into aſe. the y 
miracle of divine grace. 


86 *_ 
r 90 
= 7 8 a 4 5 


27 Had Pomp Wee in "0: nin of 


Ir 


* ha even, | they, would. have. rage 
deſcenſion, ineffable biz ja e 5. 
2 But when the loweſt ſcenes of miſery 
were deſtin 4 for his reception; iP when ex· 
cluded from buman intercourſe, the bleſſed 
4 Virgin was delivered of her facred burthen, 
. the receptacle of beaſts ; bow can ve 
with gratitude ſufficient, adore this wonder- 
ful event, how can we with lives ſufficient- 
| * purified expreſs the ſenſe of our oblis 


go ALE. | comers dat t ME mart 
If God fo. loved the world, as. to permit 
hs only begotten Son,. to perform. fo much 
in behalf of offending; man, one great 
reaſon for it was, that, that ſavage. temper | 
which narrow ſelfiſhneſs is ſo apt to pra- 
Kae might be correRed, that man might 


£9 | * ot | | conlidep 


1 himſelf not as „ detdched 


and ſingle, as it were in the vaſt chain 


of created beings, but as bound o pro- 
mote the univerſal welfare of lociety, to 
| approach as near as poſſible, to 5 the per- 
ſebtion of that divine charaQter of whom 
it is recorded, r he went ad 3 
good. rig el ni de ' f 

Conſiderations ol this kind 9 

riſe from every view of our religion; but 
e have to very little purpoſe, vitneſſed 


ſo many ſtriking inſtances? of Chriſt's love, 


diſpla ed in the variety Of his* ſufferings 
dem find our hearts expanded, our little 


narrow prejudices removed, if ve do not 


find in! ourſelves, advances towards that 


uuly chriſtian character whiths we Ng ſo 
N o cultivate. — wok, 10557 3 


The life of man is at beſt, 1 per- 
ee and unquiet ſtate; no ſituation i is 


Exempt from TA and 1 no pre: eminenee a 


öl ſecurity 
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ſecurity againſt pain and lobe. baun 
This being the fate of human 8. the 
Almighty hath ſo formed man's conftitutk 
on as to give him the wifi to/alleviate thoſe 


misfortunes which he cannot totally re- 


move, and palliate thoſe pains which the 
various diſtreſſes of life produes. 
That it is more bleſſed to give thaw th 
receive, is a ſentiment recommended by 
our Saviour, and recorded by an Apoftley 


and from hence ariſes the happineſs that 


opulence confers on its poſſeſſors, by en- 


abling them to alleviate the ſufferings of 


virtue, and to palliate the pangs of paim 

To be kindly affectioned one to am- 
other, to rejoice with them that do re · 
joice, and to weep with them that, weep; 
brings us: as near that divine character \ 
as human imperfeQion: can approach, who 
over che grave of his friend and favourite 
Lazarus, dropped the tear of pity, and 
nut n. effort of his eſteem, 
exerted | 


e 4 


8 E R MON I. my 

exerted. the energy of bis divine power in 
cauſing. him to be again reſtored to his 
 mournful and diſconſolate connections. 

. Chriſt being a perfect pattern of human 
aku in all the various conditions of 
life, hath not only taught us how to feel 
on thoſe mournful occaſions, in which 

the mind looks abroad impatient of itſelf, 
and finds nothing but emptineſs and hor- 
ror; 8 but alſo, when at a marriage in 

Cana of Galilee, he turned water into 
vine; he bath taught us that from the 
due cultivation of the ſocial feelings, the 
| happineſs of man principally ariſes. 
Over the grave he wept; at the nup- 
tial entertainment be turned water into 
wine, leſt the abſence of rational and ſo- 
cial ſeſtivity ſhould: have embitterd the 
firſt moments of 'the connubial ſtate. 

From hence it may be remark d, that 
we... are preſented with a. moſt amiable 
n of Chriſt, on two of the moſt in- 
8 | tereſting 


peace. 


= 8 FRMON 1 


tereſting end of n life, on "har. 5 


mournful one of paying the laſt tribute of 


affettion, to our | departed r friends. — and 


on that more feſtive ſeaſon, when new . 


| connections are formed, and freſh claims 


created. 

The precepts of DF OR being ſo con- 
in with the beſt affeRtions of man, is 
the eſſential reaſon - that its ways are ways 
of plealantneſs, and Fu a." its 1 are 

The mind that has eſtabliſhed this hap- 
py temperament, hath all its paſſions calm 
and ſubdued---It looks up unto God as 
to che Father of the univerſe, and upon 
the whole race of mankind, as creatures 
conſiſting. of the ſame principles, greatly 
diſcriminated from one another, in this 
world, by birth, rank and ſtation; but yet 
equally the objects of his regard, whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works 


whoſe minute attention to his creatures, 


_ deſcends. 


8 E ROο] ON 1. 49 


4 fend to that degree that even the at, ; 
hairs of our head are numbered. 

Whole proteftion reaches to all parts of 
animated nature, and without whoſe ſpecial 
permiſſion, not even a fingle . fal- 
Teth to the ground. | | 
It muſt aſſuredly be the ſummit of human 
happineſs, to cultivate an acquaintance with 
a ſyſtem like this, ſo greatly improving 
dur comforts, ſo conſiderably alleviating 
our calamities, ſo aſſuredly pointing 1 

hopes to another and a better world: To 
a Kingdom from whoſe comforts none ſhall 
be excluded, but by their own wilful dedi- 
cation of ſoul and body to fin. 

For, Faich Chriſt, in my Father's bouſe 
abe many manns, manſions benignantly : 
a appropriated | to the various degrees of 
chriſtian . 

«As more ſplendid exaltation in glory, to 
bim whole five talents had produced, beſides 


them ii ue talents more; but yet not an utter 


k 


C excluſion 
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excluſion to him, whoſe two talents increaſed > 


in a twofold proportion; ; nothing therefore 
ve may infer at the day of judgment, but 
wilful negligence will be ſeverely puniſh d, 


and none but thoſe, who. have reſiſted 


every means of improvement, who have 
forborn to cultivate their talent, however 
trifling it may have been, will be caſt with 
the unprofitable ſervant into outer dark- 
neſs, the companions of his folly, and = 
INNS” of his guilt.” [ 


S ew arguments will ſuffice to convince 


us of the neceſſity of regulating our lives 


by the laws which a ſyſtem ſo benignantly 
liberal as chriſtianity, hath enacted. 


Mankind are generally agreed that the 


caſe with which any duty might have been 


performed, greatly e the fin „ 
neglecting it. 
When Naaman the afflicted ö was 
. direted by the prophet Eliſha, _ to waſh 


. ſeven times in the river Jordan, with an af- 


ſurance 


— 
o 
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ſurance from the Prophet that a compliance 
with his command would accompliſh his 
cure ·L It ſeems nothing but the ſimplicity 
of the preſcription diſguſted the patient, and 
occaſioned this pathetic remonſtrance of his 
ſervants. --- My father, if the prophet had 
not have done it ꝙ how much- rather then 
when: he ſaith to thee, waſh and be clean... 

None are deaf to reaſon but thoſe who 
are determined on ruin; The haughty. 
6 at length complied; he obeyed the 
prophetic injunction, and his gſi came again 
hke the. fleſh of a little child, and he was, 
clean It may be worth while to enquire. 
into the cauſes which made the Syrian ob- 
ze to the prophet” 8 preſeription The ſacred 

_ liftorian has informed | us, that on the re. 
turn of the meſſenger whom he had ſent 
to acquaint the prophet | with his caſe ; on 
having received the mandate; to waſh ſeven 
times in Jordan That he was wroth and 

8 Oe I went 


PS + 


g 


„ 8 N N Mu N i 


went away, and ſaid; | behold J thought. he 
will: ſurely come ont to me, and fland, and cull 


on the name , the Lord his Gcd, and 


firike has hand over [the Place, and recover 
ie Leper Are not Abana and _ Phargar 
rivers of Damaſcus,” better than all die un- 
ters of Iſrael; may I not waſh in them and 
be clean? ſo he turned and went away in a 
rage It ſeems that this haughty ſtates- 
man required that his pride ſhould be 
gratified, - at the time that his health was 
reſtored; Parade and Pomp were to be 
che chief inſtruments of his cure, accor- 


ding to his original ideas; and at laſt, if 


the remedy muſt needs be ſo ſimple, he 


thought, he might at leaſt decide upon 
the place, himſelf, and the ſame pride 
which induced him to cav 11 at firſt, with the 


* 


prophetic mandate, obliged him to. prefer 


the copious tides of the rivers of Damal- 


eus, to the humble  Arcam. of Jordan. ” 
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Before 
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SERMON EE 


Before rhe modern impugner of the 
chriſtian ſcheme, of ſalvation, mall too ſe- 
verely arraign the captious prejudices of 
Naaman; let him conſider whether he is 
not equally unreaſonable .when he pre- 
ſumes to cenſure the terms, the mode and 
the means by which an offended God 

| hath condeſcended to remove the mental 
maladies of his creatures; maladies, as 
much ſuperior to thoſe of Naaman, as 
the pains of eternal puniſhment, ſurpaſs 
the flight viſitation of temporal ſufferings-. 
- He who confers an important favour, 


bath an indiſputable © right to ſettle the 
mode in which it ſhall be received; if 
the conditions are diſliked, the. blame muſt 
reſt upon the objeftor alone. 

The ſimplicity it ſhould: ſeem of Ky re- 

f e which the Goſpel preſeribes, for 
the; cure of ſin, are the ſtumbling block 
and rock of offence, to the ld 
en of the golpel-- — Human realon is 

their 


„„ s E R M ON 1. 


their Abana and Pharpar; and -except 
ſome friendly monitor can perſuade them 


to renounce their ill grounded predilection, 
though we may mourn over their condemna- 
tion, we - muſt acknowledge their * 

ment to be juſt. 3114 1 

All the commands, and all the os 
duties of chriſtianity, are ſuch as it would 
be the intereſt of man to obey, and 
cultivate, even though no ſuperior power had 
_ enjoined them---By chriſtianity. our Ply 
becomes. our advantage. „ 

The catalogue of reſtrictions, -probilit 
nothing which a wiſe man would not pro- 
bibit, for the ſake of his caſe, and a good 
man for the ſake of his conſcience; | 

The mind that is fixed with unlimited 
confidence, on the enli ivening | aſſurances 
of the Goſpel, reconciles itſelf to the 
moſt diſaſtrous of human events; if they 
are to be long in their continuance, though 
ve cannot conquer them by our Arength, 


” * _— 


P 


we 
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we ſhall eſcape from them by our weaks 
| neſs; ſince no pains can have any ſenfible 
duration, when compared with' the ſhort- 
neſs of 780 and the * 9 | 
| ! bie 
Hence it will appear ha the habitat 
a. of the- duties of religion, muſt be 
attended with conſequences fatally prejudi- | 
cial to the intereſts, both of this life, and 
| that which is to come; we ſhall not en- 
joy what :few pleaſures this life affords, 
with any degree of ſatisfaction, if we be- 
lieve that they will all terminate with 
this fleeting exiſtence, and we ſhall finally 
be excluded from the bleſſings of the o- 
ther; if we neglect to make preparation 
for them in this ſtate--- The immenſe dif- 
ference that appears between him who 
cultivates the duties: of religion, and him 
| { who cultivates them not, will never be fo 
 Arikingly apparent, as in that moment, 
e ROO ge” world has to 
Hi p 55 offer 
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offer, ſinks in | aut) eye 'of- reaſon : and 


ben no confidence can ſuſtain a man, 


bat tt at which 858 from the eh | 
of another life. 3601 044 bug Sh 3G 1 | 

In the abundance of this N 5 MR 
ſeſſions, a man may perhaps live without 


religion, chat is, whilſt health, ! and the 


means of gratification abound, he may 


Rifle. the- voice of conſcience, and ſilence 


by the intemperate din of - ſenſual 
pleaſures, thoſe ' remonſtrances which 
though they may not reſtrain him for 
any ſin, will deprive him of ſatisfaQtion. 
Kiches, health and firength, are the 


. deities in whom the man of this world 


confides; however unfixed theſe divinities 


are, the ruins of grandeur, _ the _ 
of life loudly proclaim. . Tas 
In the awful hour of diſſolution, | the 


unprincipled infidel will not be ſupported 


with a ſingle ray of comfort, to illuminate 


the dreary waſte on which he is entering. 


19 | All 
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Al without is" *hoxrour, all Within is 


trembling. If human life be a warfare, he 


that is engaged in it, muſt be always ar- 


med; armed on the right hand, and on 
the left; ſince he meets an adverſary in 
every quarter, an adverſary ſometimes ſo 
much diſguiſed, as to be taken for an aſ- 

ſociate and an ally - The true chriſtian 


however, will aſſure himſelf of victory --= | 


Temptation, will in vain affail him, who 


knoweth that he cannot be vanquiſhed, 
but by his own fault; fince he is con- 


vinced that the divine grace Which is 
ſufficient for every good work, will only 


be with-held, when his own repeated vices 

have counterafted its ſalutary influence. 
Dependence upon God will inſure ſup- 

port, and few terrors will be able to annoy 


that man's peace of mind, who hath caſt 


anchor on this folid rock. 


The waves of the ſea may roar horribly . 


and daſh _ him, but the Lord God 
22 omnipotent 


aſſuageth the 8 whirlwind, his 4 mandate 


— 
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| Now when the Centurion and thoſe that "were 
"IN him, faw” ' the earthquake and thoſe 
ings that were done, they feared greath, 
ons, truly Mis was the Son * Cod. 
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1 the time this We „ was 
made of the divinity, of, Chriſt, there 
was humanly ſpeaking, as little ground. as 
poſſible to juſtify the aſſertion. The laſt 
ſeene of that melancholy tragedy. in which 
the, bleſſed Jeſus had ſuſtained ſo conſpi- 
wone à cherscter, was now» cloſed and 
2320 | Dz2 Fs d Bis 
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his death ſeemed to have delivered his 
enemies from all their fears of his eſtabliſh- 
ing a power in oppoſition to that of Ceſar; 
and at the ſame time to have Tunk . 
diſciples into the deepeſt deſpondency. 

Still however, through. thoſe. chick clouds 
by which the Sun of righteousneſs was ob- 
ſcured, a beam of celeſtial. light diſplayed 
itlelf. A watwhes bo em-of 
God expired, the maſt. ſublime phenomena 
announced. the great event The . vail -of 
the temple was rent in twain, from the top 
zo the bottom, and the. Zarth did. quake, and 
the rocks. rent: and the graues were opened: 
al nay bodies of tu FE; which Jeeps 

This was a tou the Winne of b ubich 
the moſt glowing imagination cannot form 
the humbleſt conception. of. The impreſ- 
fon that it made on the centurion, 
and the company ſtationed with him, to 
. the croſs; was ſuch ag” might have 

9 85 «ox been 
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been expected -- As ſoon as they recovered 
from that: great fear, which theſe tremen- 
dous events, had 'thrown them into „ they 
exclaimed. with the deepeſt conviction of 
men, convinced by l Fats; wed 
this mus the Son of God. e 
This ample eee of Chriſt's 
divinity, will appear more ſingular, | if we 
conſider, how extremely unwilling the 
Jews were, to admit the divine pretenſions 
of the Meſſiah - He was obnoxious to his 
enemies, on two accounts; to the ſtate as 
calling himſelf a King, to the prejudice of 
Cæſar; and he was equally odious in the 
judgment of the ſanbedrim, by the al- 
liance which he claimed with God himſelf. 
But the irrefiſtible convittions of truth, 
are ſuperior to the artificial refinement of 
ſtate policy; no hopes of reward, no fear of 
puniſhment, could prevent the ingenuous 
declaration of the centurion, his judgment 
8 and his tongue bore the moſt 
faithful 
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faithful teſtimony, to the feelings of his 
heart=-- It may thereſore well reward our 
labour to inveſtigate the cauſes, which 
could produce ſo remarkable an eſſett; 
choſe cauſes which ſo fully aſcertained Chriſt's 
_ dignity, under circumſtances 0 e b ang of 
the deepeſt diſgrace. ' en afoms ain 
In order to accompliſh this point, we 
have nothing more to do, than to examine 
the ayth chapter of Saint Matthew's Goſpel, 
that part of it n unde 
e e os rad 
The ſacred Hiſtorian has Wai 1 bn 8 
there was darkneſs over all the land, from 
the ſixth hour until the ninth hour - The 
Sun with-drew his [countenance from ſuch 
A ſcene of horrour, and darkneſs, gross as 
that which had blinded the eyes of the 
Jews, now veiled the whole face of nature. 
And about the ninth hour} after Chriſt 
bad continued, from twelve till three, ſuf. 
taining che ſevereſt agonies; he cried out in 


* : 4 * 
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an Hebrew phraſe to God; Eli! EI! 
Lana Sabatthani ? By this ejaculaion he did 
not mean to expreſs any doubts of the 
divine ſuperintendency, but was compelled 
to it, by that agony vhich excruciated 
the human part of his frame -The ig- 
norant ſpeQators ' imagined” that he called 
for the aſſiſtance of Elias, and, in order 
to aggravate his calamity, one, more un- 
feeling than the reſt, ran and filled a 
ſpunge with VIBCgAr, and mo it __ to 
drink. 

This circumſtance, trivial as it may ap- 
pear, is by no means ſo in reality; ſince 
it was the accompliſhment. of a prophecy, 
" uttered | concerning Chriſt, by the royal 
pfalmiſt --- They gave me gall to eat, 
and when I was thirſty, they gave me 
vinegar to drink; Pſalm 69, verſe 21. 
Aſter another exclamation to God, of the 
5 ſame affecting nature, the holy Jeſus yielded 
up the Ghoſt--- At that moment, the long and 


connected 
$6: 
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connetted ſeries of - prophecies, that had 
announced, the Meſſiah was c xmpleted.; 
che veil of the temple, was rent in twain, 
a circumſtance figuratively deſcriptive, of 
the. abolition. of judaiſm, and the com- 
mencement of a more univerſal religion; 
che other extraordinary circumſtances be- 
fore cited, greatly added to the ſublime 
grandeur of the ſcene, and wrought that 
 convittion of che centurion, which the 
chriſtian muſt ever conſider, as one of the 
ſtrongeſt evidences, in favour of the faith 


he profeſſes. | 
Theſe uncommon| y terrible 2 porten- 
tuous circumltances, were ſufficient to im- 
preſs upon the mind of theſe firſt ſpec- 
tators of this grand event; as as well as. 
upon every. future candid enquirer into 
the evidences of it; that Chriſt's muſt have 
been a charadter peculiaxly. dear to the Al- 


mighty, fince He fo viſibly appeared by tbe 


moſt terrible of his wonderful works in vin- 


The 
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The (Jewsthemſelves; the moſt inveterate 
emies of Chriſt, were compelled” to bear 
| retftionly to the” Uivini y of his charabter. 
heir evidence indeed, is *of the moſt : 
valuable Kind; fince it it was olely procured 
ö by” the commanding influence of truth; 
an evidence conſolatory te higheſt 
degree, to the hopes of the chriſtian; y e- 
ſtabliſning all the promiſes of the goſſ pel, 
and ſealing the charter of man's Auen F 
„From this remarkable fact, thus e- 
| flabliſhed, by ſuch unqueſtionable evidence, 
a few/\ circumſtances! may ' ariſe,” which if 
duly conſidered, will confirm our faith 
markable circumſtance that ſtrikes our 
minds in viewing the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
is the inveterate obſtinacy of the Jews. * 
Moſes and the ſucceeding prophets, had 
not only deſcribed the Meſſiah, in the 
wmoſt graphical manner, but the _t ho 
| hved at the time of the incarnation, ' and 


dern E | advent 
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advent of Chriſt, had it in their. power 


to compare the finiſher | of the propheſies, 
with the propheſies themſelves; they were 


enab led to mark every minute circum- 
Nance, annexed. to the. Meſſiah's charaſter, 
and to ] udge how far the perſon deſcri- 
bed, anſwered e rene. den of 

It was a een aria: dd 
both. by, Jew and: Gentile,, that a remark- 
able perſenage was to make his appearance 


in the world, about the period that Chriſt 


came The Jews as the peculiar favour- 
rites of heaven, had had the leading ſea- 
tures of this character clearly diſcrimina- 
ted; the ideas of the gentiles were more 

indiſtin&, collected from traditionary evi- 


dence, ſufficient however to have ' turned | 


their attention to this ſingular character as 


foon as his appearance was announced. 
No information could have been more 


eee, ſhan that which the Jews were 


"oo red N 
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Favoured wich The prophet Iſaiah, ſeven 
hundred years, previous to this great e- 
vent, had laboured to ncile the ideas 
of he Jews, to the poverty, and ap- 
parent meanneſs of the Meſſiah, by de- 
ſeribing him in ſuch language, and de- 
Agning him by ſuch attributes, as might 
have enabled them immediately to have 
recogniſed cheir deliverer and prince, and 
have taught them to welcome him, with 
every demonſtration of ſincere joy — But 
the ideas of the .Jews, were all carnal and 
temporal They were at this time op- 
| preſſed with the heavy yoke of Roman 
Alavery, their religion was derided by their 
conquerors, and all their civil inſtitutions 
"wen: ſuperſeded - by ho introduction of 


—— 
— - * 
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iſh, but | a Roman mode of puniſnhment, 
and ſeldom inflied, except on the meaneſt 
Haves, and moſt abandoned malefaCtors. 
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The jeus therefore; either miſtoock the 
end and object of the Meſſiah's coming, 
or were offended with the apparent hu- 
mility of bis character, and his renuncia- 
tion of all ideas of temporal grandeur; 
this was the great ſtumbling block, and 
rock of offence; they thought that the 
end of his miſſion” would have been ſul- 

ficiently anſwered, if he had delivered them 
from the Roman yoke, and have accom- 
pliſhed what they ſo ardently wiſhed for — 
The reſtoration - of the 'temple at Jeru- 

-falem, with the introduction of ſtill more 
ſplendid ceremonies, and all thoſe accumulated 
honours, which the perſonal reſidence of a 
temporal prince, would naturally produce. 
This however, would have been a very 

nadequate object, unworthy. of all the la- 
bour of the prophets, and that very ſingular 
attention in divine providence, in the pre- 
paration of men's minds, ſor this remark- 
1 _ N in this caſe, 
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SERMON 1: up 
vould have been infinitely ſuperior to his 
embaſſy; ſince a much humbler charac- 
ter, might have accompliſhed the temporal | 
proſperity of Tudea ; have baniſhed" the 
Romans; and had; ſuch been the council of 
Heaven, eſtabliſhed the Jews in freedom 
and ſecurity... CCC 

But a much nobler ; Wee was that 
which was to be atchieved by the Son 

of God; the empire of fin, and the King- 
| dom of Satan, were to be ſubverted and 
liberty, ſpiritual liberty. vgs to be. reſtored, 
not to a ſingle eee but to the 
whole World. | 

This noble wt was the orofeſſed 
obje& of Chriſt's miſſion, an object alone 
worthy of his interference Vet farther 
Il the rejection of the Meſſiah, by the 
Jes was ſufficient to alienate them from 
God, and cut them off from that noble 
. Inheritance, to which they were born; 
this circumſtance ſhould have a conſider- 

able * of weight, with us chriſtians. 
We 


1 
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@ SERMON Mt 
We have had, till ſtronger evidences of 


Chriſt's divinity, than they had, in as much 


as we have had the ſame propheſies, to 


guide our feet into the paths of truth; 


farther confirmed by a period of near eu 
thouſand years, during this period, the ac- 
compliſhment of many propheſies; the . 
ſtruction, for inſtance, of the temple at Je- 


-ruſalem, according to the exalt deſcription 


of | Chriſt, and the ſingular diſperſion of 
the Jews, caſually mixing with all Nations, 
but coaleſcing with none; the literal accom- 
pliſhment of theſe propheſies, and many 
more that might be cited, hath given to 


chriſtianity, the ſtrongeſt mn. (GE ite 
divine deſcent. ] 


And by this circumſtance the wiſdom 
.and goodneſs of God, are moſt remark- 
ably illuſtrated; - thus, | by a chain of 
evidence, and a ſeries of propheſies, ſome 
fulfilled, and others in their courſe, 
giving to every age, a degree of evidence 


SERMON II. 2% 
beſt adapted to the: charafter-of the times. 
Chriſt was an offering, and an atonement 
for the fins of the whole World Hence 
it is manifeſt, that before the final con- 
ſummation of all things, the goſpel muſt 90 
preached: in all the Wend. 

God is no reſpecter of Seton, 1 
and gentile, bond and free, Greek and 
Barbarian, will none of . at the day 
of judgment, have it to plead in ex- 
cuſe that oy. could not — hs 

At be World of nature is fo ak 
by the divine author of i it, as to be in all. 
parts illuminated by the Sun; ſo alſo is 
the World of grace benevolently conftitu- 
ted, that it ſhall alſo be irradiated by the 
genial-inflience of the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
before that bright luminary ſhall diſappear.” 

The glad tidings of great joy, firſt pro- 
aimed. by dhe  Shopherds of Judes, to 
their- country. men, mult in the due time 
4 Bis of 
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af God's appointment, be announced to all 
we World; the triumphant banner of the 
Croſs; will, in due ſeaſon, be: erefted in 
thoſe regions, which are now ſavage and 
uncultivated; where the ignorant barbarian 
either worſhips no God at all, or diſho- 
pours the true one, by his ſuperſtitions. 
Whilſt the harveſt ſhall reward the labour 


of the. ſower, good Teed will be ſown; in 


other words, whilſt a people or nation, in 


which the goſpel of Chriſt ſhall be preach- 


ed; ſhall by the ſoundneſs of their faith 


and purity of their lives, bring forth the 


fruits of rightequſneſs; ſo long will the 
good providence of God, fuffer the goſpel 


| of his Son to be a light unto their feet, 


and a lantern unto their paths; but if by 
repeated provocations, they ſhall diſhonour 
that faith, which they profeſs, and. virtu- 
ally deny that holy name, by which they 
might have been ſaved, 'then the cindleftick 


of the Lied will be removed from a people 


ſo 
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ſo anden and they will ſink into dark- 
neſs, groſſer than that from which they had 
been; relieved; nes the glorious light of 
the Goſpel. ien 5 
This eee FRG hs chriſtianity 
ſhould teach us highly to value ſo ineſti- 
mable a bleſfing; and forcibly inſpire us 
with the idea of working. out our ſalvation, _ 
whatfe it is day, knowing chat the niglt 
cometh, 1 no man can work. . py 
In order to direct our . on his. 
momentous occaſion, ve ſhould carefully 
conſider the parables of the talents, and. 
that of the wiſe and fooliſh virgins—From 
the firſt of theſe, parables, every chriſtian 
caught 10 conſider himſelf, as the ſteward. 
return may be ſpeedy, or may be late; 
he ſhould however remember, that to 
whatever period it is protrated,. his Lord | 
will at length arrive, and that the grest- 
neſs of the delay will only encreaſe the 


F ſum 
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ſam be. the eee for which he is YO 


ſporelible: | il 1853-6 324 

This . 3 teach . w 
improve every hour, ſhould oblige him di- 
ligetitly to cultivate 'the talent with which 
he Has been intruſted, whatever the mag- 
nitude or ene 4 of it, wity peg to 
other men may be. 

For of this he may be affered, that the 
divine grace will ſeeond the moſt humble 
endeavours; and that it vill be only to che 
wilfully indolent ſ6rvant; that the Lord vin 

meu hitmſelf an autre maſterr. 

From the ſecond parable we 3 

_ fider, that we are all ſtatiobed as were the 
een virgins in expeklation of the coming of 
the bridegroom, of which event ve know 
nothing more than that it will certain - 
ly take place, and that if we are not 
inſtantly ready to enter with him the door 
will be ſhut againſt us; and that former 
preparation will avail us no more, than that 
15 oil 
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+ 
oil which the five fooliſh virgins had once 
had, in the ſame proportion with the wile 5 
ones, but which their criminal inattention 
| had ſuffered to be gradually and imper- 
ceptibly exhauſted —A tremendous warning 
this to the careleſs, and inconſiderate 
chriſtian; a lively inſtance, and one ſuffici- 
ent to convince him that nothing but conſtant 

perfeverance, daily dedication of our ſelves, our 
ſouls and bodies to God, will ſecure our 
admiſſion into the pure and. ſpiritual re- 
gions of bliſs. | 
| He who wiſhes to be a eie ee 
and in truth, muſt bequently,.. conſider 
theſe important points. > 

So powerful to the mind e Se 
en are the temptations which aſſail 
man; fo: numerous are the inlets to vice, 
that the beſt intentioned man hath fre- 
quent occaſion to arm himſelf with the 
| celeſtial panoply of religion, ſince no o- 
ther armour will enable him to fight the 
3h F 2 | good 
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| good fight, n eg obilin that crown which 


the Apoſtle of the gentiles ſo Qrenuouſly 
exhorts the chriſtian to aſpire a. 
The ſplendid proſpe&ts that g the 5 goſpel 
opens to our view, ſhould induce us to 
embrace with ardour our true, that is our | 
ſpiritual intereſts ; it is not a trifling dif- 
ference that our condutt in this life, vill 


make in our condition hereafter—The dif- 
ference will be only between Heaven and | 


Hell; we ſhall either to all eternity, be 


employed in ſinging Hallelujah 8, to the 


Lamb upon the Throne; or be doomed 
to increaſe the number of thoſe condemned 
ſouls, whoſe inceſſant groans reverberate 


through the regions of Hell, whoſe worm 
diet not, and ap fire i is not quenched, 


0 
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A Fixed "BELIEF IN THE DIVINE 
ATTRIBUTES, THE TRUE sur- 
' PORT OF MAN IN THIS 
LIFE. | e 23 00 
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So that a man ſhall ſay, verih there is @ reward 
on? the Tighteous ; doubtleſs there is 4 God 
tat * the earth. | 


YH E Bott voice of 8 ſt of 

revelation, concurs in | ſupporting this 
efſential truth, the foundation of all religi- 
ous worſhip; the being of a God, and his 
ſuperintending providence | over this lower 
world, and all his various orders of 
creatures; creatures ſo variouſly endowed: 
by their great parent, and yet all bearing | 
the moſt evident marks of their divine 
7 The 
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The ſtruQture iden of the World, the 
whole fabric of the moral and natural 
creation ſpeaks upon this interetiing ſubjeQ, 


in a voice too loud not to be liſtened 


to; and conveys a truth. too important 


to be ſlightly regarded. 
From the moſt inſignificant 8 of 


the field, as well as from the more ſub- 


lime produQtions- of providence, arguments 
ariſe, which if duly attended to, would 
convince the moſt ſceptical, convert the moſt 
licentious; and compel the ſelf ſufficient 
atheiſt to renounce his errors and own 


che cxiftence''of a God: 


Few men indeed it may be hoped are 
ſpeculative atheiſts; that is after having 
duly weighed the evidence which the ac- 
cumulated labours of the wiſe and good 
in all times have produced on this impor- 


tant ſubjet—But though the number of 
ſpeculative atheiſts be ſmall, that of prafti- 
cal ones is by no means ſo. 


Tg 


E N N n a» 

10 aceount chereſore for e fatal pre- 

valence of vice amongſt men who never- 
cheleſe admit the exiftence of © being, 
whoſe eſſence it is to puniſh all vice, has 
exerciſed in "ya; _ ang en of 
eee 8 
One _ cauſe indeed can be Ge 


ſor this ſtrange contrariety of ſentiment 


and aftion; the dangerous aſcendancy 
which we ſuffer the paſſions to gain” over 
reaſon, and the fatal proneneſs with which 
ve purſue what is wrong; in oppoſition 
to the remonſtrances of our judgment, and 
the tebukes'of out conſcience. 


The lively oracles of eternal truth; in 


all their reſponſes to the pious enquiries of 
man, into the nature and attributes of his 
placable; his ears at all times open to the 


trite guilt, bewailing its exceſſes. 


* rt woe 
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mercy, he is alſo 2 God of juſtice—vio- 


to be unpuniſhed, and although to penitent 


contrition every favourable indulgence vill 
be extended, yet to hardened guilt, the = 
Almighty muſt appear inveſted in the aw- 
ful robes of juſtice. ad e e 1 

The being and attributes nb 
written in ſuch legible characters, in the: 
different parts of his creation, that neither 


biſtory or tradition has given us an ac- 


count of any nation ſo uncivilized as 
eee 2 this _ 


+ 


The a, 3 on uss Aubieg 
have indeed been various and contrary to 
each other; however different they may 
have been, together : with the J methods 5 
pratticed for ſecuring the divine favour, 
and averting his vengeance—Yet they all 


conſpire 
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eonſpire to inculcate the univerſal” extent 
of the ſame fixed belief, operating in dif- 
ferent ways, and where ever the footſteps 
of man have been traced; there always 
have been found, the te the uy and 
the allar. 

From the exiſtence an 8 we na- 
turally proceed to examine his attributes 3 
thoſe deſcriptive marks by which his eſ- 
ſence is diſtinguiſhed, and by a thorough 
acquaintance with which we may approach 
the throne of grace, with veverence, with 
| humble confidence, and conſolatory hope. © 
Under whatever view we | conſider the 
Almighty, we are to raiſe our minds to the 
utmoſt degree of elevation, and not to con- 
Kider him as ſharing in any degree, the weak- 
neſs and imperfection of his creatures. 

Infinite in power, omniſcient in wiſdom; 
equally juſt and equally” merciful, are. the 


awful and ſublime characters in which the 
Almighty has condeſcended to appear to 


outs — *r oe „ — Ma — 


— _ — 


his offending creatures. 1 
From the eareful and due a a 


of theſe qualities, we ſhall. diſcover : how 
much it is our duty, how . eſſentially. it 


will promote our intereſts, to obtain the 


patronage, to ſecure the favour, and de- 


precate the | wrath, of a power inveſted 
with ſuch tranſcendant qualities. 

Firſt, He is infinite in power — This 
ſovereign controul which he enjoys, will 
enable him ſo to regulate the courſe of 
things, as that they ſhall produce the 1 


happineſs of his true adherents 


At the ſame time perhaps he may think 
fit to perform theſe purpoſes, by means 
which may not appear beſt ſuited : to this 


_ purpoſe, to the limited powers of man's 


inveſtigation—But by ſo ſure a mean as 
cannot be _ defeated: by ſo exact a rule 
as there can be no final aberration from, 
and by ſo direct a path as muſt terminate 
in the felicity of his choſen; 

8 That 


That for inſtance, which may appear 
to che confuſed notions of man, as beſt 
and moſt conducive to his happineſs, is 
frequently the reverſe, and thoſe incidents 
on the other hand, which at firſt may ap- 
pear highly calamitous, frequently terminate 
in the ſecuring to kim, che moft defiras 
ble advantages. * 833 

The viſitation of ſickneſs, the preſſure 
of calamity, and the diſſolution of the moſt 
endearing ſocial conneQtions are at the mo- 
ment of their firſt attack, ſufficiently formida- 
ble to the infirmity of human nature; in their 
conſequences, however are frequently invol- 
ved the latent ſeeds of future bleſſings; and 
numerous are the inſtances, when thoſe 
who by fickneſs have been brougkt to the 
brink of the grave, and by fufferings of 
another kind, to the loweſt abyſs of deſ- 
pair, have both been reſtored to bleſs that 
hand which was ſo ſeaſonably lifted up with 
ny ſeverity, and benignantly with-drawn, 

„ when 


AN. 


| 


when the original purpoſes of God's, e. 
neſs ſeemed ſufficiently. anſwered. , _ - 

Thus in the exuberance of ie - 
n we are too apt to forget the divine 
author of it; ſo little are we ſenſible during | 
its conſtant eniemdege, of the ineſtimable 
Beende ket of this nen e 
at the ſhrime of impure deſires, and in 
the purſuit of thoſe pleaſures which will 


| always, be found inſufficient to produce 


the end propoſed by them, we tob often: 
treaſure up the moſt ample fund of ſuture ſor- 
row, and purchaſe real pain, th Geer kutious 


purſuit of i imaginary pleaſure. : 37 bY 
But a 2 : ſickneſs affords: ad- 


nece and ſeif denial The powers of | life 


impaired by our on wicked folhy, che 


languors of a bed of pain, made moſt 


painful, by the conviction chat it, was 
chieſly produced by ourſelves—The ſources 
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of health Ropped, and the ſupplies, of vi- 
ful calamities leave ſuch à laſting - im- 
preflion on the mind, that if the provi- 
dence of God ſhould again be exerted to 
re- invigorate the debilitated frame, ve 
ſhall be careful how ve again intail up- 
on it ſo much miſery, by the re collection of 
that fate rs ve have ſo ö 

Tod ons allo 1 it 3 in the 
unbounded. enjoyment of proſperity, that 
_ whilſt' the golden: cup of fortune ſparkles. 
to the. eye, it [conveys its inebriating- 
quality, to the brain; that luxurious en- 
joyments diminiſh in a moment, what 
ought to haye laſted for an age; that we 
alike forget, what, we owe to our creator. 
to our neighbour and ourſelves, and like 
Nebuchadnezzar muſt he ſent to che beaſts 
of the fields, to check, our rene 
| E — Pride 10 n 

5 fo 
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Bos again may it be illuſtrated in khofe 
dteadful moments of divine viſitation, "when. 
the arrows of deſolation are flying arould 
us, and piercing the breaſts of thoſe to 
whom we are bound by all che ties of af. 
| feftion, of duty and of eſteem; when the 
hand which had been conſtantly exerted to 
promote our happineſs, ſhall become torpid 
with the pains of death When the eye, which: 
frequently hath gliſtened with affeftion, ſhall- 
faintly endeavour to recognize our affidui- 
ties, and reward them with its lateſt glance. 
| Even in chis dreadful moment, the divine 
goodneſs may be exerted, by removing the 
perſons thus apparently the ſufferers, from 
ſome calamity tos ſevere for them to bear, 
1 and which therefore it well became the 
ö mercy of God, to ſhield them "Res in Wee 
them toc himſel . 502 
Thus adverſity when turned to a e 
account, hath benefits which muſt ever be 
unconnetted with the contrary ſtate. 


In 
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In the hour of luence, when we have 
much to beſtow, and little to ſolicit, every 


hand will be exerted, to promote our 


intereſts, and we ſhall be e as 


poſſeſſing qualities, more than human. 
This is a ſituation dreadfully inimical to 


the ſtate of a chriſtian, who ſhould never 
© much. forget himſelf as not to conſider 
the tranſitory nature of all human grandeur, 


and that ſuppoſing the good things of 


this life, ſhould, never, forſake him, he 
muſt forſake them. and that, the bleſlings 


of life negligently uſed, or improperly ap- 
lied, will only increaſe his condemnation, 


at that day, when the final award of juſtice 


and mercy, , ſhall aſſign unto every man 


his eternal abode. i 
By means therefore, RTE difſonant . to 


human conception, it is, that a gracious God 


arranges the œconomy of the World; 
under his ſalutary hand, Poiſons become pre- 
ſervatives, and pain terminates in pleaſure. 

Fan Thus 
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Thus therefore amidſt all the irregularity 
wat apparently disfigures the ſyſtem 
of things, 3 diſcerning "eye vill diſ- 
cover the moſt beautiful order, and 
aſſent with implicit ſubmiſſion, to the 
declaration of the royal Plalmiſt; that 
though” clouds and. darkneſs are round 

the Throne of God; yet righteouſneſs and 
3 jodgment are the habitation of his ſeat; 
| that infinite wiſdom muſt. at wiſely ; in- 
finite juſtice, juſtly ; and infinite goodneſs 
ſo arrange the whole—That every thing 
ſhall have a ſpeedy, or remote tendency, 5 
to promote the welfare of thoſe who 
love aud fear God; and conclude that 
verily there is a reward for the righteous; 


that doubtleſs there is a God, that Judgeth 
the earth. | 
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THE TRUE END AND DESIGN OF 
BAPTISM. CONSIDERED. 


CoLosstans CHAPTER 2, VERSES. 11 12 


In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the cir- 
cumcifion made without hands, in the putting 
off the body of the fins of the fleſh, by the 

_ Circumciſion of Chriſt: Buried with him in 

_ baptiſm, wherein alſo ye are riſen with kim 
through the faith of the operation of God, | 

| who hath 885 lun from the _ 


HEN the Gentiles were firſt converted 
to the faith of Chriſt, it required | all 
the zeal and diligence which the Apoſtles 
themſelves poſſeſſed, to ground them in 
its fundamental articles, and to guard then 
from thoſe noxious errors, which were ſo | 
aſfiduouſly inculcated by falſe teachers. 
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The great truth. of the Golpel were 
plain and ſimple ; i the "refinements. of the 


ſchools and the ſopbifns ef - philoſophy, 


which the Apoſtle ſeems to have had in 


view, in the eighth. verſe of the. chapter from 


whence | the text ls taken, were boundleſs 
and infinite, pregnant with. vain deceits; 
and produttive of the moſt ms con- 
ſequences. 
We are not therefore to e at that 
accuracy of deſcription, with which the 
Apoſtle proceeds from the third verſe to the 
end of the chapter, to ſtate the leading prin- 
eiples of the chriſtian ſyſtem, the divinity 


of its bleſſed author, and the great benefits 


redounding to mankind, from his efficaci- 
ous merit. 9 a 

Wim the fame earneſtneſ that the ag 
poſtles taught theſe great truths, does it 
become the miniſters of the Goſpel, to in- 
culcate them on the minds of their hear- 


ers, placing before them the permanent 


advantages 


advantages or re ligion' d piety; : % "compa. 
ring theif fruits, with the confequences of 
2 contrary courſe of action, 5 and informing 
them upon the authority of divine in ſpira- 
tion, that it is of the Lord, the righteous 
judge, that "they mall receive the reward 
of the” inheritance, and that with him there 
is 10 Teſpett of perſons * e . 

The Apoſtle goes on to inform his 
chriſtian converts, chat by Chriſt they are 
citcumciſed with the circumciſion. not made 
with" hands—The term circum! 72 is here 
uſed with great energy and propriety, ſince 
it was transferred from that ceremony a- 
mongſt the Jews, which admitted them into 
| the behiefits of the covenant, Which God 
ad entered inte, with" Abraham-—t was 


the ſeal that ratified | al the divine © pro- 


miſes, and that without" 'which, the Jeviſh 
charakter could not be complete. 5 | 


It was the key which as it were opened 


4 door of the ſanctuary to the Jeu, and 


H 2 gave 


gave him the privilege of entering in, 
provided he ated. up to the principles of | 
that high charafter which this deſcriptive | 
rite was deſigned to repreſent. _ . 
Rites and ceremopies - were figures and | 

emblems on the one hand, of man's depra- 
vity, and on the other of God 8 placabi 
lity ; : they were means leading to an end 
and not the end iilel—Wpen cherefore the 
Apoſtle informs us that we are. circumciſed 
with the circumciſion not made with hands, 
| he explains his meaning, by calling it, the 
putting off the body of the fins of che 
{5 ' Dereliftion therefore. of fin, was the 
great point deſigned to be ' inculcated by 
the ſtrikingly deſcriptive rite of circumciſion 
among the Jews, and the Mill more em- 
blematic ceremony of baptiſm, amongſt chrif- 
tians; each rite was admirably adapted to 
the peculiar ſituation of the reſpeAive 
people; the one was | local and tranſitory 
„„ | Sn 
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like the ſyſtem with which it was connec- 
ted, the other univerſal and permanent like 
the religion of which it was to. b the 
diſtinguiſhing badge 955 

When therefore the bleſſed. oils; of 
our redemption, aboliſhed the, numerous and 
painful ceremonies of the Moſaic law, ne 
ſubſtituted rwo poſitive inſtitutions, "which 
might ſerve to perpetuate: the remember- 
_ ance of the lapſed condition of man, and 
at the ſame time propoſed the terms on 
which. the Almight ty was willing o re- 
admit him to favour. | 6 
By baptiſm which in its * accep- 
tation, means the waſhing or ſprinkling by 
water; man was forcibly. reminded that 
his nature was defiled, and that before he 
could be dedicated with propriety to a God 
of all purity, he muſt undergo this att, 
ſtrongly expreſſive of a double purpoſe: 
an inherent and radical taint of ſin, and 
7 fixed. and Foe deſire of a remedy for it, 

Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm therefore is firſt, deſcriptive” of a 
remanciation of fin,” and ſecondly, emble- 
matical of a dedication to God- But, great 
and important as the privileges of this ſo- 
lemn covenant are, it cannot but be mat- 
the et Fest eonckrüg hs webegt per che 
etrroneous notions” which e erer 
have formed of it. 8 : | 
They ſeem to imagine that a oh me - - 
pliance' with the letter of that "inſtitution = 
will intitle their children to all its hi igh 
| and ſpiritual advantages—They forget” that 
it partakes of the nature of a covenant 
and like all other covenants preſcribes 
fomething to be en before INF ON. can 
be received. | 
N ib Won“ ds ce it be belt mey 
can obtain for it, the ſanktion of this ini- 
tiatory rite, they reſt perfectly fatisfied 
Happy would it be, if they were equally 
arxxious, as the child advances in years, 
- and underſtanding, to inſtil into the mind 


proper 
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proper notions of this duty, and juſt ideas 
| blefſed Jeſus is a party on one hand 


and the. offending * e on the 
r 


This labour OLNEY is too 0 
looked, upon as ſuperfluous, and too many = 
parents it is to be. feared ſatisfy their 
minds with a compliance, with the literal 
part of the inſtitution, without ever ad- 
verting to its ſpiritual nature. 

Such inconſiderate perſons . ſhould be 
exhorted earneſtly to conſider the following 
declaration, of ſaint Paul on circumciſion, 
which changing only the terms will apply 
to baptiſm—He is not ſays the Apoſtle, 
| combating an equally erroneous opinion 
of the Jews; He is not a Jew who is 
one outwardly, neither is that circumciſion 
which is outward in the fleſh; but he is a 
| Jew who is one inwardly, and circumciſion 


is 
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is that of the heart, in the ſpirit and not 


in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of man 


but of God. > Fs | 0 
- Baptiſm may be compared to the ſeal 


and ſignature of a bond, or any other le- 


gal inſtrument betwixt man and man; but 
however punQually the forms of ſuch an 
inſtrument may be complied with, except 


the covenants therein contained are fully 


performed, every one knows that the in- 


ftrument would be of no force. 


Thus by parity of reaſoning, the "Jew 
though he had minutely - complied with 
every punQihous ceremony of the law, 
might. till remain uncircumciſed in heart, 
and the chriſtian though baptized, might 
continue a ſtranger to the promiſes ' of the 
Goſpel; and an alien from the privileges 
of the covenant. 


It vill be found when the diſcovery 
will be too late to repair the error, that 
it has been to little purpoſe, that we 

have 


have initiated our children into the cere- 
monial part of the chriſtian covenant, by 
baptiſm, except we impreſs upon their 


minds, as ſoon as they are capable of 


comprehending them, thoſe Duties which 
are ſo intimately connected with baptiſm, 
which give it its es and args it 
efficacious. 2 

There never was a period, when it | Wks 
more neceſſary to inculcate the great prin- 
ciples of chriſtianity, | than at preſent. 
Minds confirmed in vice, hardened by 


impenitence; and ſupported by the' deluſive 


arguments of infidelity, nothing but ſome 


dreadful / viſitation of the Lord, nothing 
but an almoſt miraculous effort of grace, 
| can bring to a ſenſe of their duty, and 


4 due conviction of the 1 wee 


forming it. 
The deplorable ſtate of theſe Knvers, 


muſt” be left 10 that grace which is ſuf- 


er for all things; : that grace which is 


* always 


r 
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HE jrady 0 luccour the well imtentioned, 
to ſtrengthen the ſincere penitent, and to 
Ge to bim the e, of bis Savi- 
"HOU as 7 

| This grace een 1 7 e 7 
penitence and prayer; nor can ve expett to 
obtain it, till we have earneſtly, re renoun- 
ced all our d ä 15 

2 rom the ſtate of our + NR us 
turn 10 that of our / uninſtrufted ,brethren;: 


1 * * 1 Fe 


and let us \ particularly attend to a, large, 
part of our fellow creatures, for whom 
much may be done, by. diligence, duly di- 
reted—The young and uninſtructed, thoſe 
whoſe minds are. capable of receiving any 
impreſſion and which will certainly re- 
ceive a deep and indelible impreſſion of 
vice, except we early imbue them vith 
virtuous principles. 

All other viſdom is vile and 8 
able, When compared with that, which 
waketh, viſe unto, ſalvation; ; it muſt there- 


fore 
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fore; give infinite concern, to obſerve that 
all modes of education are cultivated with 
| ſcrupulous aſſiduity, n ſuch as are don. 
| neſted with religion. LIES 0 6:71 
External elegance of manners, and ſu- 
perficial attainments in ſcience, are purcha- 
ſed at the higheſt rate; | whilſt the wiſdom 
which deſcendeth from above, like its di- 
vine author on his firſt appearance in the 
world, is deſpiſed and rejected of men. 
The God whom we adore, is a God of 
mercy, but, there is a point beyond 
which even divine forbearance will not 
extend—Inſulted mercy vill become ter- 
rific juſtice, and the retardation of our 
puniſhment, will be amply compenſated by 
the weight with which it will * 
over whelm us. Ane 
To inſtil juſt and le ſentiments: of 
| religion, is the indiſpenfible duty of all 
thoſe, who as parents, or inſtructors of 
OI * the important buſineſs of e- 
,, 2 5 12 education, 
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ducation, intruſted to them If they. x neg- 

lett this, it will be a deſedt, which no 
other diligence can atone for, a loſs which 
no other acquiſitions will be able to recom- 


penſe. 7 


It has been ele by ſome who 
ſeem rather to have been influenced by 
the deſire of ſupporting a paradox than to 
eſtabliſh a real truth; that education is 
improperly beſtowed upon thoſe who 
in the inferior order of ſociety. But ſure- 
ly this opinion has been adopted without 
due conſideration—He who underſtands 
the principles of moral obligation, he who 
is able to ſtrengthen his mind, by a care- 
ful and diligent peruſal of the holy Scrip- 
tures, cannot certainly, by theſe means 
become a worſe member of ſociety, hat- 
ever rank in it be may fill. 

Science df this kind, ſo far from filling 
bim with pride, will inſpire him with humili- 
1280 will teach him to * all thoſe duties, 


nolnabbo. 8 1 : which 
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Which the particular circumſtances of his 
ſituation may engage him in, upon the 
higheſt principles of conſcience, and he 
will become truly ſolicitous to obtain, not 
only the approbation of his earthly, but 
the far more valuable ne that of 2M 
heavenly maſter.. oft e eee £93 
The filent lapfe of time, the 8 di- 
munition of that period, which is allotted 
us to work out our ſalvation, ſhould al- 
ways be preſent to our mind. | 
There are however certain ſeaſons - when 
theſe points are more ſtrongly preſented to 
us, than on others—Such is the preſent 
period; the concluſion of the laſt and the 
commencement of another year are points 
pregnant with inſtruftion to a contempla- 
tive mind. 5 | 
From hence we ſhould learn, that the 
time that is paſſed, can be traced only by 
the memory, and- be reflected upon with 
pain or pleaſure, as it has been marked 
by virtue or by vice. From 
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From the periſhable nature of days, of 
weeks and years, we may colleét the Mill 
more fleeting nature of human life; and, 
bappy will N be, if from theſe ſolemn 
conſiderations, we ſhall reſolve, and hap- 
pily perſevere in our reſolution, to bury in 
the grave of the departed year, all our 
faults, and all our follies; remembering that 
with reſpett to eveiy one of us, the hour 
cannqt be very diſtant, when time ſhall; be 
no more, and when eternity ſhall com- 

W. | 9491 
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Watch therefore, fog ye know not what” 3 
. eee the — had blown in 
ole Pry i not have ee is 
. 0 be e Nn bit 


PHE Chriſtian life is is in the figurative 
language. of ſcripture, repreſented as 5 ; 
<a of danger or war; a ſtate requiring 
the utmoſt circumſpeAion, accompanied with 
the moſt accurate obſervation of the ſtrata 
gems of the enemy. 
But the compariſon betwixt the chriſtian 
and the man engaged in a fri courſe 
5 of 
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of military diſcipline, will be conſiderably 
heightened, if we conſider the comparative 


value of the rewards to which they reſpec- 


thedy alpire: and calculate the conſequen- - 
ces of their miſcarriage, in their purſuits, 
One defeat for inſtance, in the field of 


barile, may be retrieved by the fruits of 
5 a ſplendid VI 


Ty amply atoning for e- 
vety paſt calamity Not ſo in the chriſtian 
varſate · When once the combatant who'fights | 
under the banner of the Croſs, ſhall be 
ſubdued by death ; no future poſſibility of 
an engagement, no hope of a ſubſequent 


encounter, can enable bim to bope for 


viklory; the ſeafon of his. warfare is ex- 


pired; his day. of grace is finally cloſed. 


But the moſt ſuperficial attention to 
the manner in which men paſs their lives 
would lead us to apprehend that. human 
life, inſtead of being a Nate of | danger, 


was a flate of perſect ſecurity, | and that 
man was a being, whoſe firengrh was in- 


vincible 


vincible, and whoſe life was ſecured by pow- 
er from the annoyance of every danger: 
ſince” therefore we ſhall be ſo much decei- 
ved if ve take our eſtimate of human na- 
ture from the behaviour of men them- 
ſelves, we muſt alter our mode of enqui- 2 
ry; ve muſt ceaſe from reſlecting upon 
their ations; in order to contemplate their 
ſufferings, and it will then aſtoniſn us to 
obſerve that though they live in ſuch a man- 
ner as if they were immortal; yet the grave 
is continually opening, and chat dea i” 1 
rapidly increaſing his triumphs, and 
e or" n, over the children 
«Vii whe "IO diners of inattention 
"hems can it happen, that man thus willing- 
ly impoſes upon himſelf? that he goes 
on from day to day, without being ſen- 
fible of his danger, without "making! one 
nee to n, from it? 
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That liſe is precarious; every ohe mn 
1 RY and that every inſtant of our ex» 
iſtence, takes ſomething from that of which 
tac utmoſt is but little, is a truth too! e+ 
yident to be controverted, | 
But bare. ſpeculative knowledge, is not 
ſufficient for the . purpoſe, and he who 
continues 10 negleft what he knows it is 
his duty to perform, might with greater 
fafety, have | remained in ignorance—But | 
though, men admit in theory, the general 
uncertainty, of life, they deny their know 
ledge, by their praQtice, and are no more 
medicine, the good qualities of which he 
was. fufficiently apprized of, but which by 
ſome; inadvertency or other, from day to 
day, he ſhould neglea to adminiſter. _ 
"1 correct therefore this criminal for- 
getfulneſs; to render men habitually pre- 
: pared for thoſe awful ſcenes—Death and 
judgment, our Seen eee us, the 
advice 
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advice recorded n, he /nexth an advice 
which foreibly and affectionately addreſſes 
ifelf o cn individual, ſupplying him 
ofthe fame! time. wich 4 prosf ef his 
1 Saviour's' _—_ and the rule ef hi own 
hatch fs 30 Wil oo nr ui Sd 174 
| be an and periſhahle nature of man; 
he dangers which await, and the diſeaſes, 
which deſtroy e gs nt 
the admotiition of Chriſt. eren g 5 
vi \Evaneſcent as the air, we 0 
trabfitory!: as the fragrance of the flowers 
 that'rpgals"'6ur ſeaſes, is that Vital prin 
ple on which our preſent exiſtence" is uſe 
pended. 60 idem 10 "1411 N 271 
Weener the hott Rept," — 
de enemy of man lo Tires amongſt hi: WM 
ment: at an hour when the five fool | $6 
Vitgins expected noc abe coming. of the Bride- ; 
groom, ke arrived and whillt health apparently {NN 
flows in our Weins, and 5 eaſe and Tran- . 
un our hearts, the fatal poiſos a 
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are gradually diminiſhing 


if it be true that the life of a chriſtian, 


is making its way; and che powers of life 


18 Tf a ate precariouſſiy alarming as this, 
demands not not caution, it will be very diffi- 
cult to point out any ſtate that does, and 


is gwith juſtice compared to a ſtate of 
warfare, then will the great duties of vi- 
gilance and Caution; of:;care and circum- 
ſpektion, be moſt evidently illuſtrated. 
The cauſes of man's inattention to this 
important concern, originate in - the cindif: 
ferenee wich which. he views OM -ſpiritu-/ 
al andi remotdmee. % n dig 
The pageantry of tber the n 
which riches confer, and the phantoms of 
pleaſure, whjch- luxury ſupplies, draw: him 
aſide from the important concerns of eternity. 
Map ſuffers his paſſions to aſſume the 
reins of conduft, ktiowing at the ſame time 


Whither they will, condud him, but unable 


or — to . his direttion- The 


1 | voluptuous 


na. * as 


8 E R MON M 89 
voluptuous ſenſualiſt gets rid of the emen 
ſtrances of his "conſcience, as Felix 
St. Paul, not by an abſolute a 
with a wiſh” to procraſtinate the unwelebme 
interview. Go - thy way ſor this — 
for” thee + Nu 8 e 7505 iN 21 IRE 
But there is Gs ſome darling els - 
ſome inſinuating DENY the vey {Ul re- 
tard the neceſſary intervieu, and many 
men by their criminal adde to mat 
ters of the higheſt importance, depart ee 
of life; without} fendering more "ſubſtantial 
2 to ere han Felix did to hie 
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| tim. I Ang ee thi alga 
my off reformation "4HdBuNes * by being 
delayed, and the grave ultimately * cloſes 
over him, who indolently defers the impor- 
tant duty of , amendment of life. n KY 
_ » Whilſt we are held as it were u Es 
| | | enchantment 
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; benen de atk for (which we were 


bora, the end ſon which we were ſent into = 


5 8 en vith,) teme 
that my = our virtue, 8 with diſficul- 


| powers, and the ſhorineſs of his exiſlence. 


Ain one 


tions; and 


8 


get or. wut 40/be emed — the pre- 
cepts ,of the Goſpel... Hehe v1 30 1 

The Goſpel has deſcribed; A 
ifully accommodated to the ſlate of his 


N 


Muſtrated ? are they the cy oal, the; ſolid 
are the ort lived flouer; the periſhable. 

graſs, and the ſhadow, which never, continu- 
—Thele, are the nervous ima- 
ges by which the ſhortneſs of human life 


ol 
is 
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in piftured, images | which 1 . 
— human, cs Ae 1 
inculcate. nnn; 3 ES 
Man Anne Ki — Fi 2 be 
thinks, Aa degrading _ repreſentation ' of hi 
condition; in the vanity of his heart, he- 
wiſhes to fix that which by its nature, is 
moſt fleeting;. and to ſeture that which 
muſt OO ute his efforts * 
retain it. b Mi 9 00 IB 
Such being te mans es 
earthly - enjoyment, it muſt very forcibly. 
ſtrike. the comemplative mind, that * 
e e more of man's attention, chan 
extenſive nin of exernal. lic. 


Wa we e in _ this w 


92 3 K R MON v. 


duties will claim a limited n i our 
tention; and in diſcharging them wih 
propriety, confiſts the honour of our na- : 
ture, in neglefting them, its diſgrace. 4 
The great care of the chriſtian in his 5 
paſſage through this world, ſhould be em- 
ployed not in eradicating the paſſions, but 
in reſtraining them within due limits, and 
in direfting them to proper objects. Of the 
pleaſures s.which ſolicit our attention ve 
ſhould. firſt enquire, -. Whether they are 
lawful, and we ſhould then limit the de- 
gree in which they may be indulged. 
We ſhould ſuffer no engagements how- 
ever pure and innocent they may ſeem, to 
with-draw: our minds from the ſolemn pre- 
paration, for the cloſe of life; we ſhould: 
recolle& that the hour of death will over- 
take us all; ; interupt all our ſchemes of 
grandeur,” and awaken us from all our 
dreams, of greatneſs ; how therefore , to 
geb. the king of terrors, when he comes 
5 0 
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to. claim the fruits of that conqueſt, to 
which fin intitled him, _ ſhould, employ 
our frequent-, meditation. To. arm us for 
this combat, no ſyſtem but chriianity 
bath; afforded a competent defence 29 5 
Stoiciſm in vain inculcated a degree of 
fortitude, which no mind however vigorous 
could attain. to, cbriſtianity alone hath 
taught its diſciples practical reſignation. 
Faith in the great mediator of mankind, 
ſincere contrition for all our ſins, negli- 
gences and ignorances, can alone ſubdue 
the agonies of pain, and enable the tri: 
umphant martyr, to come off more thay: 
conqueror. 4:7; 26 „ 
The bright v views 1 faith Rs * 
"oY eye of the ſincere chriſtian, will be at 
all times the moſt cogent diffuaſive from 
fin, as they will teach him the folly as 
well as the guilt of bartering the du- 
rable joys of eternity, for the tranſient 
grnifieation of a moment, and of facrificing- | 
bog LES ages 


ages of bi, + to the ſhorteſt ned of us. 


ere delight... 444% 

vw ſliengthen theteſdte this * is 
che firſt great duty of a chriſtian; in or: 
der to accomplith* thin point, we have 2 
only to coriternplate the attributes of that 
Almighty ' being, whoſe power was ut firſt 
viſible in the creation, and whoſe” goodneſs 
is daily ptoclaimed in the confervitibn 
of EW or 365g SH RD TNT; 
The miraculous preſervation of the II. 
raelites in the wilderneſs, the viſible inter- 
poſition of the deity in "their behalf, in 
controlling the currents ' of che fea, will 
impreſs upon the contemplative mind,  'the 
moſt fixed! belief of the Almighty, and 
chis belief will be accompanied with every 
ſaitable demonſtration ' of gratitude” and 05 
bedience, illuſtrating "themſelves in ng, 
conſtant diſcharge of every good work. 

And when the eye of faith turns from 
the. contemplation of the magnificent 
| | . miracles 


1 1 in as old. Aw to 
thoſe milder ones of mercy, deſcribed in the 
Goſpel, it will then look doun with cont 
tempt on thoſe; objefts which chieſſy inflame 
the. paſſions of men, and furniſh ſo many mi- 
ſerable inſtances of rational creatures, pre · 
ferring darkneſs. 0 Tight, * are * 
life. 


42 TI TEIN p _ % {> „ * 5 ; 
It is, the, duty, of every. man to cultivate 


this lively faith; in rn it will corre 

all improper notions; it will give the 
| mind a. certain degree of elevation, point 
t to its true ohjett, and prevent it from 
4 5 its affeRtians in an imoderate d 
gree on earthly concerns. | | 
In the oppoſite ſtate of . faich 

| will prevent, the mind from finking inn 

to deſpair, ſrom the. conyidtion, that the 
| viciſſitudes of - things are under the control 

olf infinite wiſdom, and that correction is 
ſcldom exerted, but as the means of pro- 

Jucing ſome latent advantage, of recalling 
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men to a ſenſe of cheir duty. or At 


— — 


in our an: vi our lamps. And 


moving them from ſome e 8 100 uw 
for their frength. 2 000 

In one word, the lax" that is immov- 
ably fixed on the ſubſtantial rewards of an- 


_ other life, and is convinted of the ſha- 


dowy and unreal ſatisfattion of © this, will 
move forward towards its objet, in an | 
uniform direction, uriſubdlucd 87 i pain, and 


unſeduced by plesſurre gig 


Faith will point to the recompence of 


reward, hope will teach the chriſtian to re- 


ly with humble confidence, on the nicrits 
of a criicified Saviour; and reſignation wilt 
bleſs the Almighty power, Whether it be 
exerted in recompenſing our merits ; or 
in reprov ing our miſdemeandurs. I, r | 

Watchfulneſs and circumſpeRtion will be 
the natural produce of a mind thus 2 Pu 
rificd. Like the viſe Virgins ve mall take oil 
tte lo 03611968 305264 90 though 
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though the alarm be given at midnight: 
a time of general ſecurity, there will be 
no delay on the part of good chriſ- 
tians—They will enter with the bridegroom 
into the regions of. joy, and receive the 
rewards due to their deſerts, 
Match therefore for ye know neither the is, 
nor the hour when the Son of man cometh: 
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| NETHER the ſublime morality which 
Chriſt inculcated, nor the immaculate 
purity, with which he re regulated his life, was 


ſufficient to ſecure him from the ſevere 
animadverſions of the Scribes and Phariſces, 

_ Theſe rigid cenſors ſeverely inſpeQted 
Vis conduQ, and put the moſt unfavourable 
conſtruttion upon every part of it, their 
ideas were extremely circumſcribed, and 
heir knowledge ſolely. conſiſted the 
barren ſcience of words, and the ſcholaſtic 
diſquiſition c of the law. 
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Provided the, external gravity of the 


Pharifaick character was maintained, they 
gare themſelves but little concern about 
moral purity, the regulation; of the heart 


ans principles, 

In this inſtance as in many otticrs iteral- 
ly. ſtraining out à gnat, and ſwallowing a 
camel — This mode of behaviour ſubjeted 
them to the frequent rebukes of Chriſt, 
who has expoſed their hypocriſy, and their 


Pretenlions to piety, with a degree of zeal 


ſincerely deſirous to correft. the one, and 


8 
teach them how to acquire "the true brin- 


ciples of real and vital religion. CO aA 
Chriſt occaſionally mixed with publicans | 


$ mn 44 


and ſinners; this was in their eyes an e- 


N — 


1 


normous violation of propriety. 

But they never conſidered the benevo- 
lent end that he had in view by this prac- 
tice, it eſcaped their minds that the object 
of his miſſion was the ſalvation of the 
whole race of mankind; and mat there 


80 4 
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were” 
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nere more figns of grace, and ranger 
hopes of amendment in the humble, and 
contrite publican's ingenuous confeſſion, than 
in tbe oftentatioug; dilplay. of tbe; Phariſee's 
virtues— The one knowing himſelf nnwerthy 
We would. earneſtly labour to improve, whilſt 
he, who already thought himſelf perſett 
would bave no inducement to proceed, 
ſince he. would deem it a ſuperfluous labour 
to add to that which was already complete. 

The Phariſee ought alſo to have recol- 
lefted, that if Chriſt reſorted unto publicans 
and. fingers, his conduct was ſanQoped by 
the benevolence which gave riſe to it; 
lince. it was not to partake of their ſins, 
but to reclaim them from their vicious 
cqurles, . 5 he * any ee with 
| hem. | . A 

They ſhould 3 e 1 as 
woe who were whole needed net a Phy- 
kcian, but thoſe who were fick, ſo alſo 
| NM. 


2 $ 


% s E K © 0 N . 
o1 hone” flood "fo much in need of ſpiritual 
e thofe who” in the eſtimation 
of the" uncandid' Phariſee ſcemed leaſt of 
all to merit” 1 e Chrik however never 
ate "without" a pan Which would bear 
the minüteſt examination, though | it pro- 
bably might exceed the ſagacity of the 
| Jews" to! diſcover it—He kindly condeſcen- 
ded to illuſtrate the propriety of his con- 
duct, by three highly intereſting and _ 
thetic” parables. © bangs: ict TE 
By theſe means he boped io convince 
them, that his behaviour was exactly ana- 
logous to that of che reſt of mankind, 
ſeeking to regain what | was Toft, e re- 
oicing over it when. regained. | f 
If the Shepherd could leave the ninety 
and nine ſheep in the wilderneſs, to ſeek 
that which' was loft—If the Woman Who 
having loſt one piece of "ſilver conſidered 
the remaining nine as of diminiſhed value— 


If ſhe diligently ſought it, till ſhe found 
Ws N 1.— 
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f, the prodigal eng who under the 5 


guidance of impetuous paſſions, and in a fa- 
8 moment of ſelf; confidence, had ruſhed 
into che dangers which a licentiqus World 

every, where preſented—If notwithſtanding 
_ theſe (allies of exceſs, he could be received 
by an highly offended Father, ith all the 
awakened emotions of paternal tenderneſs ; 
if he could be welcomed with the beſt 


robe, and all his former irregularities be 


forgiven, him What were all theſe but in- 
ſtances of that fervent affection with which 


the, Lord of Hoſts. regards his, creatures, of 


that alacrity with which he receives their 


return. to virtue, and that deep oblivion in 


which he Boten; all eng and en 
guilt. LET 10 ns Debton 
Likewiſe oy Chriſt I ſongs unto you 
that: there is Joy in the preſence of the 
Angels of Cod, over one ſinner r re- 
pombe 8 or; CCC 
Mort” CCC pes 
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To dowpeetiend. the reaſon df this joy, 
nothing more is required than to conſider 
the immenſe value of the ſoul of man 


the price by which his pardon was purchal DIR 


ſed,” and the divine [perſonage,” even che 
den : el God himſelf whoſe meritorious 
ſufferings ſo effectually accompliſhed the 
ſalvatlen of his true diſeiples. | 
The encourdigement that the Goſpel 125 
out to the fincere penitent, diſplays in the 
moſt Ariking colours the benignity of its 
author, and diſcovers the judge by -w ole 
final award, we are all to be either puniſh- 
ed or recempenſed, inveſted wich afl the 
awful! infignia of judgment; but ſtill the ſe: 
verity of chat jadgment, tempered by 8 
mildeſt attributes of mereſ x. 
The chtiſtian legiſlatot hath ingly: 
acconnothitel his laws tothe infirmity of hu- 
man nature. They direct us to our good, and 
his reſtriions prohibit us alone from that 
which is evil. Nothing but a fixed belief 
In 


5 * 
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in the aſſurances 'of Wie Golpa, will be 
able to maintain purity of heart, in à world 
abounding wich '6bjetts,” which vhatſbe ver 
may be their inſufficiency | to gratify our 
hopes, moſt certainly attraft bur paſſions, and 
too frequently ſubdue our judgment. 

Let it however be carefully remembered 
that the convitionof our paſt irregulatities 
if connected with a grounded determination 
to abjure them, will conſtantly receive the 
divine approbation, that the door of pardon 
will always be opened to fincere contri- 
pony that the tears of = 
* may have been: as . as ary: of 


| crimſon. MA QT 
Many, the ene part of whoſe. EY 
had been ſpent not only in careleſꝭ in | 


difference, but in open oppolition to re- 
ligion, have in time become its moſt ſplen- 
did proſelytes, and its moſt zealous de- 
fenders. Thus as the purity of God on 

Alg int | the 


6 SERMON VI. 
the one band, ſhould make us cautioufly 
reſiſt, all ſin, ſo on the other his alacrity 
to encourage our return to virtue, mould 
prevent us from ſinking into deſpair, by 
the recolleAtion that there, is joy in Hea- 
ven, in the preſence of God, and of thoſe 
WY den n 
round his Throne, over one ſinner that 
repenteth. The great danger is, leſt we 
rely too ſecurely on the mercy of God 
We are not to ſin, that we may again re- 
pent, but we are to make our contrition 
ſo fincere as that. ſin ſhall be viewed by | 
us in its native deformity : and that we 
may be able to reply. to the moſt attrac- 
ting ſolicitations, as the great Exemplar of 
chriſtian, perfection did 10 his ſuhtle anta- 
goniſt; get thee hence Satan; it is vrit- 
ten ou ſhalt. worſhip che; Lord thy God, 
and him | only ſhalt. thou : ſerve, . F So de- 
termined a reſiſtance will procure for us, as 
I did for him the aſſiſlance of the Al- 
mighty; 
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mighty; the Devil Phe he findeth all his 
purpoſes defeated; will leave us in deſpair, 
and we fhall he received into the eech 
of thoſe good Angels, "whoſe buſineſs it 
to fuccour the well-intent ane: endeavors 0 | 
thoſe, "whole: ſpirit indeed is willing, but 
whoſe fleſh” is weak. In conformity to this 
benignant idea of welcoming the repent- 
ant finner, of of fortifying his altered reſolu- 
tion by every argument that the Goſpel 
ſupplies, by every inſtance that its holy 
pages record, Chriſt is deſcribed by St. Mat- 
they to have declared on this ſubje& chat if a 
man have an hundred ſheep, and that 
one of them be gone aſtray, that he lea- 
veth the ninety and nine in the Wilder: 
neſs and goeth into the Mountains, and 
ſeeketh that Which is gone aſtray, and if 
ſo be, he findeth it—verily ſaith Chriſt he 
rejoiceth more over that ſheep than over 


the ae and nine, that went not aſtray. 
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— — —— 


- Siapily in degree and kind is the Foy 
of dhe fincere «chriſtian, on, the, happy. re 
turn of the penitent ſinner, o the paths 


that, he has recovered that which. he had 


tiven . up; in deſpair, as loſt and gone for 
ever. P alt endearments again ta be re- 
vived play around his heart, and the long- 
lamented ſtranger is welcomed, with. every 
demonſtration of che ſincereſt delight; , _ 

But Why demandeth the Phariſce Ten. 
joice more over the recovered. fugitive 
than oyer thoſe regular et, ſheep | 


Vb never vent ene e Ooegh nog 


_ pleaſure of 3 the 6 hs of 


recovering the loſt, and of reviving thoſe 
connections which chance, or change of eir- 
cumſtances, ſeemed. to have for ever extin · 


guilhed— Whoever has been in this ſitu 


don. will want no commentator but na- 
iure 
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ture to elucidateè the ſubje d The ſutly . cy- 
nic perhaps when he [hears /at. a diſtance 
the ſound of muſick and dancing, may de- 
mand with the eldeſt: Son in the parable 
what theſe , things mean; the generality of 
chriſtians however will reply witli the ex- 
panded benevolence of, the indulgent Fa- 
ther; it was meet that we fhould make 
merry and be glad, for this thy Brother 
was dead and is _ again; was N and 
0 amd? 2 bus 69D i n 
Thus the joy that-'ariſes from the con- 
ſideration of thoſe who have always pro- 
ceeded in one ſtrait line of rettitude 
is calm and tranquil. They had al- 
ways merited, they had ever recei- 
ved the kind regards of their Father; 
not ſo with the unhappy Fugitive, he had 
abandoned all— His Fold his Flock and 
Shepherd: And careleſs or ignorant of the 
dangers of the way, he was gone where 
the Wolf of the Foreſt might tear, or 
the wild Bear out of the Woods devour 
FEE 1 him 
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him. With humanity therefore ee! to 
the breaſt of the good Shepherd, thole moſt 
intereſted in his recovery haſten in pur- | 
ſuit of him; and if ſo be they find bim, ü 
their grief is turned into joy, and the | 
calm and equal pleaſure that they feel, 
in contemplating the ſafety of thoſe who 
never were in danger, is by no means to 
be compared with that rapturous delight, 
which expands the heart, on the recovery 
of him who was dead, and is alive again; 
was loſt, and is found. | 
Nothing vill ſo ck promote habitual 
piety ; confidence in God, and perſeverance 
in good works, as frequent meditation on 
every part of our divine ſyſtem of faith 
and manners. | 

This delightful employment will ——_— 
us into the holy of holies; the preſence of 
God himſelf, it will enliven our faith, 
awaken our gratitude and inſpire us with 
ſuch ſentiments as beſt become our fallen 

condition. 


The 


SERMON VI nn 
The World and all its vices in the con- 
templation of a mind illuminated by the 
rays of celeſtial light, will loſe their en- 
chanting power, and every thing will be 
lighter than vanity in the balance, except 
| ſuch ſentiments as thoſe which give ardour 
to our virtue and confidence to our hopes. 
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un GREAT IMPORTANCE, OF AN 


1 'f 


Provenys CHAPTER 22, VERSE 6, 


Train up, 4 Child in * way, Fu ſhould | go, 


and when he is old ey, will not depart from 


* Fa * . 
it. Ne ? 1 * 
d 1 * 2 Wc. 
3 * - + * 1 1 4 * I p 


uber the many admirable ' Patte 


recommended to the World gh the 
Royal Moraliſt, there is none more wor- 
thy of due regard than' that juſt cited! It 
direQs us to conſider the great neceſſity of 
early culture; it enjoins us to omit no op- 
portunity of ſowing. that ſeed which with 
proper See e will r ſo _ 
OE an "harveſt. a hae. 518 
The chief reaſon why this early attem 


tion is fo ſtrenuouſly recommended, is 
| that 


N 35 06,66, 53 


„ Wn. 


1 


— * 


| Ly 
"3 8 
a _—_ 


| 


12 1 2 1 
„ K 
f. LW 2 * PF. kh r > ps 


2 * 
ESL. 
OO \ 


„ Toe mw. 
chat the mind cannot be kept in a quieſ- 
cent ſtate, that it wil! either demonſtrate, 
the care with which it has been cultivated, 
or declare the neglef which it has ſuffer- 
ed; in the former inſtance its produce will 
be marked by its ſoundneſs and worth ; 
in the latter by the ſpontaneous growth of 
every vicious produce, which no future 
attention will be able to render of any value. | 

The human mind arrives at a very ear- 
. ly period, to ſuch a degree of ſtrength; and 
is ſo retentive in its faculties, as that the. 
images firſt impreſſed predominate through 
life Hence it becomes either ornamented 
with the lovely and attraktive piktures of 
virtue, or deformed by the unhappy in- 
troduction of vicious perceptions. 
In the morning of life, in the carly- 
moments of infancy and youth, every thing 
around us preſents an enchanting aſpeQ— 
The face of nature then appears to us, as 


it 
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it did to our, firſt parents during their ſhort 
continuance. in paradiſe, with all its jrreſiſ- 

tible beauties. | | | 
But from this Eden of bliſs, we are foo 
axeludad, by the cares, the engagements and 


duties of life. 


Our exquiſite reliſh of the genuine ſcenes 
of nature, gradually abates, and an inter- 
eſted commerce with an ungrateful World, 

contracts the nobler affections of the ſoul, 
and except in a few happy tempers of more 
than ordinary elevation of thought, direQs 
them all to one centre, Self advantage—In 
the early period of life, it is that the mind 
is either regulated by the reſtraints of virtue, 
or yields itſelf a willing captive, to the ſe | 
ducing allurements of vice, OS 

The age of infancy and youth is a pe- 
riod of a moſt diſengaged and tranquil na- 
ture ; protetted by the kind care of others 
provided with all things neceſſary for our 
ſuſtenance and ſupport without any labour, 

trouble 
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trouble or expence of our our We are 
only required to ſhew the ſenſe of our ob- 
ligations, by a ſuitable deportment towards 
thoſe whoſe indulgent kindneſs hath | ſo | 


_ aniply ſecured our eaſe; convenience and 


comfort. The firſt cares that interrupt the 
pleaſures of this happy ſtate, ariſe from 
our introduRtion into thoſe courſes of dif- 
cipline which are to mw us for the wt 
tive ſcenes of future life. | | 
The learning connected _ he more 
honourable profeſſions, the ſkill acquired in 
the loweſt avocations, if any avocation de- 
ſerve the epithet low, which has for its ob- 
jet, the accommodation of man in his ſo- 
cial capacity muſt be painfully acquired in 
the firſt years of life, when the mental 
faculties are gradually expanding; when ge- 
nius creates, and judgment correQs its ex- 
uberant productions Then it is that we 
ele” from the variety of profeſſions ſome 
one, to which we mean to devote more 
, particularly 
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mind, and the; powers. of the bod. 
To aſſęrt that every. man is created with 
profeſſion alone, is to aſſert, what is unfound- 
in point of faßt. Though it muſt be ak 
lowed. that; the. fame man has ſometimes 
been rewarded with; the moſt ſplendid ſucceſs 
i in one. purſuit, - when, his ente in others 
have deſervedly expoſed him to deriſion. 
If an; example be demended, take the! 
example of Cicero, conſidered as a poet, 
and as a writer of proſe—A a daes be 
has fallen below the loweſt. degrees of me. 
diocrity, a4, 2. vriter of proſe, he has mi- 
ſed a moſt, durable monument. of the ſylen - 
dour of his erudition, and the: eile 
powers of his judgment. 
Whatever profeſſion a man / may. ſele d, 
it. is ena e; that th ply N 
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the energies of our 


1 | 15 4 ; | 
to one art, ſeience of 
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of religion, and-the eſſential article of mora- 


lity. If this be negleQed | in the early 
ſeaſon of liſe, that opportunity willibe:tuf- 
fered to elapſe, which will never again re- 
turn, it will be a negle& which no after- 
thought can remedy, no future care ſup- 
ply. The huſbandman might as well ex- 


pect a plentiful harveſt without the neceſ- 


ſary exertions to ſecure it, as the Moralift 
a virtuous character, without having ” duly 
watched the - progreſs of the mind, and di- 
ligently availed himſelf of every method 
to improve it, with virtuous principles and 
to fortify it with n. of n, and 
examples of virtue. . 
The intrinſic depravity of buen OR 
is probably nearly the ſame in every age, 
but this ſtriking difference will always ap- 
pear to the accurate obſerver, that all ſenſe 
of decency will be then moſt remarkably 
_ thrown aſide, in thoſe periods, when the 
duties of religion are negleQed, or remiſsly 
5 | e 
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performed. Nor can ve indeed won- 
der that he who has renounced] all his 
ſuperior obligations, - thoſe duties which he 
owes to the ſupreme parent of the uni- 
verſe, ſhould be uninfluenced by a. ſe- 
condary conſideration ; thoſe duties which 
are connected with his ſocial. character. The 
groſs enormities which at preſent ſo much 
diſturb the World, and which ſo highly diſ- 
grace a nation profeſſing Godlineſs, may in 
a great meaſure be aſeribed to that un- 
pardonable inattention, in which the youth 
particular] y in, the lower claſſes of ſociety, 
are ſuffered to remain of thoſe eſſential 
articles, which are ſo neceſſary to be in- 
culcated, and which when duly inſtilled, 
ſtrike ſuch deep root and bring forth ſo 
plentiful a produce of good fruit. 
Let it not be urged by thoſe. who are 
up in the duties of religion, that they are 
unequal to this taſk ; ſince in a chriſtian 
„ 0e © county 
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will be ſufficient to attain to it, and will 
enable them to confer upon their Children 


— ente ee: n V 


On” can ſupply. i 
Tue neceflity- of early Oy and of 
Ang ene as ſoon as poſſible into the 
ted to the royal Moralifis mind, by the 
conviation, that he felt that ſuch impreſ. 
ſions as were then made, would be inde- 
lible,” chat they wee never lee way 
to the alluring attrabtions of a diflipated 
World, but chat they would daily gain 
Airength, chat they would: ſecure peace here; 
 and/./perſe@ happineſs,” hoxeaſter, / 
Ibis Word is a ſtene where the good 
and the bad are promi ſououſly mingted; where 
thoſe U have mhO virtue themſelves àre 
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at To be armed therefore bids 6 prin- 
: eiples, to have it aſſiduouſſy 'inculcated on 
the minds of youth; that vice alone can 
A ee ther, en Hoping: den 
to ſecure: them from danger, to keep them 
22 fixed on their beſt object; an 
Seve and afford them ie n 
times conſolation and true confidence Thi 
objest is God ; the ſource of all perfection 
the ſovereign of the World, for whoſe pure 
to prepare ourſelves by the cultivation of 
all the chriſtian and moral 'virtues, whilſt 

we continue upon Earth. WH 
There is more eſpecially 0 - unexpe= 
rienced mind of youth; ſuch an alluring 
ape in that which is in reality of the 
moſt: pernicious nature: there is ſo much 
— of * in the paths which 
ultimately 
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ultimately lead to pain, that, without our 
minds are guarded by a firm reliance on 
the eſſential articles of our faith; a che being 
and attributes of a God; the certainty 


ol a future ſtate of reward ard puniſhment, 


the deteſtation in which the Almighty holds 
vice, and the protection which his divine 
grace will afford to thoſe who diligently 
cultivate it; without theſe; fixed principles, 
we ſhall. barter our ſouls for a ſew tran- 
ſitory pleaſures ;- we ſhall be intangled in 
the mazes of ' vice—Dangers will ſurround 
and guilt. will inviron us, whilſt we im- 
providently think that we are purſuing the 
| track that will lead us to tranquillity and 
peace. The aſſertion of the viſeſt of men, 
not the dogma of the cloyſtered monk, 
but the real convidion of the man who 
| had tried every ſource of what the World 
calls pleaſure; who had tried and found 
all ioſufficient for the purpoſe; we have 
his aſſurance that it is not in the tumult 
8 of 
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of pleaſure, in che luxurious indulgence of 
che paſſions, nor even yet in the ardent 
purſuit of ſcience; that genuine - felicity is 
to be' ſought, but that it conſiſts in the prac- 
tice of piety; in the principles. of religion, 
in the performance of all the moral 'and 
ſocial duties. How forcibly ſhould this per- 
ſuaſion induce us to cultivate the infant 
mind, with the principles of religion and 
morality—Theſe ſeeds early ſown will ap- 
pear by their fruits, and ſcatter their happy 
influence in a very extenſive degree. 
He who has no regard for religion him- 
ſelf, will be little ſolicitous to inſtill it into 
the mind of others ſo that a vicious parent 
muſt naturally expect a vicious progeny. 
To inftrut them in the principles of vir-' 
tue, would be an irkſome taſk, and could 
ne ſo far do violence to his nature, as to 
inculcate the ſpeculative principles of re- 
ligion, the effects would be very incon- 
ſiderable when we confider how inefficact- 
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ous precept without example is: and how 
much ſooner Kis children would copy che 
vices;whith - they- ſaw their parent deery, 
yet practice, than the viftues he ſo wann: . 
ly: applauded, but {6: negligently diſcharged. 
The 'moſt effectual way to infſlill- the: 
prinaiples of religion with fucceſs,/ will be 
to convincæ the: judgment of thoſe: whoſe) 
minds it is onr duty t | form, hat che 
practice of religion is the only object . 
can adequately ſecure theit preſent and 
their future happineſs. If their Nations, be 
in the humble ſcenes of life, where daily 
labaur aut. procure their daily ſuſtenance, 
let it he carefully inſiſted upon, that ihe 
bread. of honeſt labour, is the moſt oe | 
aus repaſt they can enjoy. 
Ion the contrary theſe vb aha: 
we are engaged, are: to move in a more 
in memory the ſuperiority eſ him, who is 
— of Kings; and Lord of Lords ; whoſe 


favour 
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favour is the one thing needful, that a 
viſe man would wiſh to ſecure and whoſe 
proteQion is the moſt effectual defence 

that a good man would wiſh to defend 
| bimfelf by, againſt the numerous caſualties of 
a World abounding with misfortunes, miſ- 
fortungs which frequently no ſtrength can 
reſiſt, no prudence foreſee, and from the 
preſſure of which nothing but a firm reli- _ 
| ance on divine protection can ſupport us. 
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E | ſubordinations of civil " fociety 
* though they create a difference. in a 


true 4A : 
political, | cre ate none in a moral view of 


things; for no, inſtitutions of man can . 


> © 


perſede the poſitive law of God, or cancel 


ene 
chat obligation wh ich bath connetted the 
intereſts of others with our own, and enjoin- f 


er 


ed us not only to rejoice with them that | 
do rejoice, but ao to > weep with them that 
weep. | 
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The duties of humanity and attention to 
the ſufferings of our brethren are however 

too oli [iviperſpRly diſcharged." Wealth 

and power have in them ſomething bighly 

flatierih t. 0 i cab Wan, 

and, fit the purſuit of thofe gtatfheäti 


which they generally c can command, the : voice 
of grief and langour, of pain and poverty, 
 farely redthes the car, and fill more tarts 
ſy the" heart of fim, who Wilkes 18 difthifa 


N. 18 


to a more convenient ſeafoh, wh 
may interrupt his preſent enjoyment. But 


Ty, 


let a man keep as far Giffant as he n 
$3357; W561 1087 
from the bo 


er R 


| th ule of mourning, there” will 
| il be 1 many e ccalions when ſcenes of tor. 
row and fickneſs. vill obtrude themſchves | 


upon him; when he — eicher renounce 
r 10 


all pretenſions to humanity, or acknowledge | 


the claim of thoſe, whom to opprels, i Is 10 


1 th; $4.3 1 39 


infuſe his maker, but whom to compaſhon- 
ate, is graciouſly declared by the Sovereign f 


| of oe World, bonour paid unto himſelf. 
In 
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— biftdry" of over - King: 
Jows; partizilarly:othe ancient and eb 
paring zeir eſtabliſfimgnts and practices 

il it be found chat: there is more in the 
former of glory and grahdburz it muſt yet 

| * — the arts of jnmaniry vim 
ſuperior ſucoeſ. A Bade 1 

If ue atiend; for inſtance, te dhe man- 
ners and (inſtitutions of the Nomans durmg 
the moſt proſperous: condition of the Em- 
pit; if we review their publiek buildings : 
even from the idea that their ruins give us 2 
with the extent of their deſigns, and the 
ſacceſs with which they were exetuted- 
The remains: of their architecture, however: 
are calculated only HR us with, no- 1 


— villas, and: n ace, forming 
the whole of this auguſt ſcene; no hiſto< 


rian 
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15 . us to „ideen wks 
any houſes: of compaſlion, where r. 
repoſe,” or ſickneſs be relieved. ng > 
| If from this ac. turn to 
tated, by à bold and enterpriſing ſpirit, by 
an unbounded deſire of power, aſpiring to 
its object frequently in the moſt excep- 
tionable manner. The rights of the poor 
were at this ſeaſon totally diſregarded, and 
e. caprice and tyranny of their haughty 
maſters. | Many of their fellow- creatures 
vere treated as beaſts. of burden, and it is 
recorded, to the [laſting and indelible diſ- 
grace of one of their celebrated characters 
that he refuſed ſupport, even to thoſe, 
whoſe health and ſtrength had been waſted. 
in his ſervice; But the mild genius of chriſti- 
anity introduced a reciprocal conneQtion 
between man and man; and à humane. | 
| politician 
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politician will confider the health and wel- 
fare of individuals, as the beſt riches f 
the ſtate. Though times of national dan- 
| ger vil requne the moſt complete and vi- 
op ERGO of every faculty, yet ſhould 

nbered, that they who have 
ſacrificed the moſt valuable of earthly bleſ- 
| hd to pb the | bounty of Ge wok 
Surely their infirmity may without offence 
implore that ſubſiſtence, which their ſtrength 
once commanded : An aſylum for the in- 
digent invalid is an eſtabliſhment, which 
though at all times - peculiarly proper, 
comes recommended with additional mo- 
tives of force to the attention of everß 
. n d of e To the 
of our Aae, My and a pirt of 
adventure, have ſuperadded a new and nu- 
morous claſs, 8 N Ss | 
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... Little does. che Spulem exaſter of ele- 
which his defires, devote 3. numerous trein 


of ,antiſts,, whoſe .fickly occupation. deprives _ 
the. ſtate at an. carly- period of life, of many 


of, her moſt uſeful members, or conſines toi 
the chamber of pain and figknoſs, age early 
anticipated, and weak neſs ſuing for ſupport 
long before . "_—_ . 4 ne 
Mas r e 
: DS ak hs 
hath. given us richly all, things te enjoy, 
cannot behald with indifferepce, his wanton 
waſte of the ſpecies, and if our pride hath 
created à new claſg of Gſordere, our hu 
manity ought, certainly to alleviate their ef- 
fects, and mitigate their viqlenge. When | 
we. canhder the progreſs of luxury and re- 
finement. in u ſtate, we are not t dire 
aur attention to the higher ardera alone, 
| _ they indeed begin, and they alſu commu- 
| Ricate; a rapid change in a ſhort time 
| _ .-.* taken 
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takes place, and the-haneful. effeds of a 
luxurious imitation of. manners!.taint the 
bodies, as well as the minds, of the inſe : 
rior ranks of ſocioty. The precepts of re: 
ligion are therefore enforced. by reaſons. of 
policy, and what we are commanded by 
our bleſſed Lord to perform as a duty, we 
are likewiſe inclined to, in behalf of the 
tlrength of chat ſtate which ſupports us, the 

proſperity of that community of which we 
are members, and in compliance with 


duce us to ſympathize with the ſufferings of 
the poor, eſpecially when ee an 
the preſſure of ſickneſs. | : 

Poverty ſupported by health is . 
to provide not only for an individual, but 
for numbers; and on this very account, 
when its efforts are impeded by diforders 
there cannot be a more calamitous fcene 
deſcribed than that which then preſents it- 
ſelf. - A OR: and "ufintervuptels courſe of 
wine 1 2 n 
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health and ftrength ſoomis to inſure a con- 
tinuance of them, and on this © inſecure | 
foundation are raifed the various connec- 
tions of ſocial life; the characters of huſ- . 

band and parent with their complicated 
duties, increaſe the neceſſity of the moſt 
| vigorous exertion, whilſt diſorder and fick- 
neſs preclude the feebleſt attempts. Al- 
though the diſintereſted humanity of the 
profeſſors of the art of medicine ſhould be 
generouſly influenced by the deſire of help- 
ing the helpleſs, and removing the diſeaſes 
of their indigent brethren, however we 
might be led to applaud the beneficence of 
their deſign, we ſhould be conſtrained to 
acknowledge the inefficacy of their attempts 
ſince in caſes of danger it is neceſſary, 
that the ſkill of the attendants, the ſtillneſs 
of the ſcene, and a ſtrictneſs of regimen 
(advantages all of which are wanting in 
the deſolate manſions of the poor) ſhould 
conſpire with the preſcription, and accele- 
| | rate 
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| tate the effects of be ate And 
hence, from the enlarged ideas and gene- 
rous aſſociations of our country, almoſt every 
province is furniſhed vith an edifice con- 
ſecrated to the offices of humanity, where - 
in a ſmall, deduttion from the income of 
the aflluent, affords: ſuch relief to the in- 
digent invalid, as equals every aſſiſtance 
which the moſt unbounded ee can com- 
mand. i u en 

In the 1 of an e for an 
poor, particular attention ſhould be paid 
to thoſe: diſorders, which moſt fatally af- 
fault the human frame. And as we ſeem 
aQuated by a general unanimity of ſenti- 
ment in providing an ample edifice for 
me reception of the diſeaſed, we ought to 
be particularly zealous to ſecure in it a 
retreat for. thoſe - unhappy objects, whom 
providence hath viſited with one of its ſe- 
vereſt Judgments—loſs of reaſon. 

en c wt nn, 007 For 
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For other viſitations the Atenrion * of 
friemdiin; and the aid of medicine; iprovide 
tome relief; but the fatal transformation 
chat this deſperate malady eaufes, baffle: 
che beſt endeavours ef che neareſt friends, 
and cannot be effeQualy 'telleved; or e- 
ven moderately alleviated; but by an uni- 
form and ynceaſing attention regulated by 
the ſoundeſt principle of "medical knows 
ledge, in conjunction with the moſt intiz 
mate achuaittince awith the human heart, 
_- Lonpevity/ which4s/tulſs fatally” connec 
ted with'Junaty;: lerigthiens the ſufferings! of 
its unhappy: vidims, hüt it diminiſhes 


their reſourtes, and whilſt they ſtand ſe- e 


veted from all the ſocial nne tions of 
life ; diſabled by their calamity from rei 
ceiving any benefit frotn the ſtate under 
which they ſive, they demand in: the moſt 
forcible language of ſupplicatioh, thé ſup“ 
port from others which their ealamity pre. 
vents them from procuring for themſelves. 
Their 
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Their condition is generally moſt ſin- 
terely to be tompaſſionated, and moſt libe · 
rally relieved, -fince: their misfortune; comes 

the irreverſible appointment of that provi - 
dence which ordereth all things wiſely, and 
of the -propheryi in- His dealings with the 
ohildren of men; chideth himſelf.” : 

Afr” etabliſhimeht for objeQs of this me- 
lincholy déſeription might. be enabled in 

5 ſome degree to provide for itſelf, by re- 
quiring the friends of thble who offered, 
to ſtipulate a certain payment in propor- 
tion 10 their abilities ; by / which means, at 
a much leſs expence than is now incurred 

an aſylum of credit might be. prepared, 
hich are urged sgainft the commoh le- 
0 Abena d 2955 60% The | 
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The treatment of lunatics, thoſe parti- 
cularly of the lower claſs of people, till 
the late humane and neceſſary interpoſiti- 
on of the legiſlature, was ſuch as reſlec- 
ted the higheſt diſgrace upon us both as chriſ- 


tians and as citizens the wretched ſufferer 


was delivered into the power of ignorance | 
and barbarity ; brutal ſeverity governed the 
| whole of his treatment, and A degree of 
mill, which would have been derided in 
any other prattitioner of medicine, vas 
thought | ſufficiently qualified to combat 
the moſt fatal and mina of 1 
Maladies. 1 19 5 ö 
Where the che: is clear a comment 


is ſuperfluous and all future deciſions, with 


regard to a permanent eſtabliſhment for 
theſe calamitous objefts, cannot be recom- - 
| mended to more competent judges than 
thoſe, under whoſe {kill and management 
our little 20ar, the hoſpitable aſylum of 
' indigent infirmity, hath thus far proſpered 
ſo well | 
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Io the political W reſulting 


from an infirmary, conſidered as a foun- 
tain of health and ſtrength, may be added 
thoſe ſpiritual benefits which may be de- 
rived from it as a ſeminary of piety. The 


human heart, callous to every good pre- 


cept, and deaf to every ſuggeſtion of vir- 
tue, in the inſolence of health, is render- 


ed in the hour of affliion malleable, and 
becomes ſuſceptible; of every impreſſion 


which the moral artiſt is inclined to make 
upon it; the ſeaſon of ſickneſs is the ſea- 


ſon of ſerious thought; and though with 
returning health too many men return to 


their former diſſipated courſes, yet a con- 
verſion ' wrought in the breaſt of a ſinner 
with the peculiar circumſtances of health 


reſtored (under divine providence) by the 


humanity of a fellow creature, will be long 
and effeQtually remembered, and will. have 
a very active force in regulating his future 
condutt—If the'morals of the common peo- 

5 | ple 
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ple were ever an objef/ of attention, either 
in a religious or civib view, they are moſt 
evidently ſo at this time, when every thing 
that is venerable in religion, or reſpeQta- 8 
ble in government, 1s audaciouſiy ridi- 5 
culed by arguments laboriouſly worked up 
by the dull malignity of a bad head, and 
a worſe heart. Under the highly bene - 
ficial view therefore of relieving the men- 
tal as well as bodily maladies of individu- 
als; the . inſtitution of general infirmaries 
becpmabs an objeR worthy. the moſt ſerious 
conſideration of every friend to religion, 
and every zealous wellewilher to the inter · 
eſts of: his country. b 5 
- Whilſt we gratefully Ss the . 
nevolent labours of thoſe Who are at this 
ume, by liberal aſſiſtances, laudable' alacri- 
ty, and unremitting attention, variouſly 
conſpiring to execute a moſt humane and 
benevolent plan, we muſt not forget, that 
no ſmall tribute of praiſe is due to the 
e 8 memory 


3 


n wen rh 
guine friends of this eftabliſtimetit ; of 4 
perſon who joined to a perfect knowledge 
of the rights of ſociety, the "moſt fincere 
deſire to promote them; whoſe generoſity 
was temote from oftentation, and whoſe | 
ſervices flowed from the pure and uncor- 
rupted channel of a liberal and expanded 
heart Who veßt lor him that was in trouble, | 
and whoſe foul was grieved for the poor.“ 
Of all the” modes of charity Which do 
honour to our age and nation, no one can 
deſerve greater applauſe than this which 
we are now affembled to promote, Which 
las for its baſis the moſt difintereſted ge- 
nerofity, and which ſtands clear of every 
objettion that can be urged by m— | 
or ſeconded by prejudice. | 
The evil to be removed ada 
vious: ſickneſs cannot be feigned (were 
the human mind capable of attempting it) ; 
when medical Till has examined the ſymp- 
(| R | toms. 


* GEORGE TERRY EG. 
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toms, and medical integrity pronounced 

them to be deſcriptive of genuine diſeaſe. 

Have pity upon me, have pity upon | 

me O ye, my friends, for the hand of 

God hath touched me; is the language of 
grief; it is the laſt appeal of the weary 
and heavy laden, of * whoſe foul is faint 
within him. 
Such is the tl: nature of; all ter- 
reſtrial bleſſings, that frequently in the yery 
moment when they ſeem firmly ſettled, the 
moſt fatal reverſe is about to take place, 
God ruleth the World by laws which we 
cannot comprehend. Behold, he taketh a- 
way, who can hinder him; or who will ſay 
unto. him, woot doeſt thou? The hand, 
1. which to-day” i s benevolently employed 
in ſuccouring the calamities of others, may 
ſhortly be extended to ſupplicate for itſelf, 
and the tear which we ſhed over the af. 
flictions of our brethren may ſoon be requi- 
red by ſufferings of our own. 
In 
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In the proſecution of the © benevolent 
deſign which calls us together, let it be 
remembered that we meet as brethren, and 
that however variouſly we may chooſe to 
aft and reaſon on other occaſions, we can 
have in this but one common motive, and 
that is of ſo tranſcendant a nature as to 
abſorb all meaner principles lory to 
God on the higheſt —on Earth peace, 
good will towards men, being the ſole ob- 
8 ace that ve labour 10 promote. 


k 3 


* Preached before the Steward and Patrons of the ln 
A Hereford, July grd 2781, 
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for the Kg was given u Mele int rx 
and T e A Jews ah i 


: Tin firſt. Inca abjett of the Mo- 
ſaic diſpenſation, was to draw a line 
ps ſeparation between the one true God, 
the maker of Heaven and Earth, and ial 
thoſe falſe and imaginary Beings, 
TG had deified and which r ; 
adored. Fel e e 

Hence it was that this truth, \ was fo. FR 
quently impreſſed upon the minds of men 
by . the viſible interference i of the deity 
in controlling the general Laws of the Us 
niverſe, for the purpoſes of EN | 
His ae. povere, . | 


Every 


as SE n 
Every page likewiſe of the Law, abounds 
with precepts juſtly adapted to the purpoſe 
of ſecuring moral purity, and of preparing 
man by a due cultivation of religious prin» 
ciples for the diſtant and durable rewards | 
| which piety and probity would iner iaby 
intitle him to. | 
The Law indeed rather darkly fhadow- 
ed out the important doctrine of a future 
ſtate of retribution and the conſolation 
that the pious chriſtian receives from the 
proſpe@ of the joys of a pure and ſpiritu- 
al Kingdom was for wiſe and good pur- 
poles, denied to the ee of the 
en bleſſings bounded che narrow, 
horizon of their proſpetts; the land of Go- 
ſhen, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
length of Years and the vigour of a con- 
ſtitution, unimpaired by thoſe vicious ex- 
2.3 10- evoquiq-. 563 1701 ,woaifes 


See this doctrine elegantly illuſtrated by the very learned 
Ather of the divine Legation of Moſes demonſtrated. 
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ceeſſes Which have reduced the ſucceeding 
ages of the World, ſo much beneath the 
patriarchal ſtandard, as they were the ſum- 
mit of man's wiſhes, ſo were they found 
to ſatisfy all his deſires. 

Even Moſes himſelf, the great legiſlator q 
of Ifrael—He, under whoſe auſpices the 
Jews had atchieved a ſeries of wonderful 
exploits, was permitted only from the top 
of mount Nebo, a diſtant view of their 
temporal ſettlement—The reward of their *M 
trouble and the period of their toil, Juda- | | : 
iſm being meant only for a local mode 
of worſhip, grounded its pretenſions to 
man's favour, by imparting to him, as vas 
before ſuggeſted, this eſſential truth the 

F unity. of the Godhead, in oppoſition to 
the idolatrous creeds of the neighbouring 
nations, whoſe abſurd ſuperſtition, had in- 
ſhrined even the paſſions of the ſoul; and | 

inveſted them with the ati of the - 
divinity. nn 


The 
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ne e and Gtvation >of:{ t Wend 
rendered the continuance of this ſyſtem 
neceſſary for a ſeaſon— The Jewiſh theo- 
cracy was maintained, and the ſplendid 
attributes of the one true God, were very 
 Ggnally illuſtrated by many remarkable in- 
terpoſitions of providence At length how- 
ever the ſhadow was to give way to the 
ſubſtance; ihis twilight, his dawn of re- 
ligion and morality, was to be ſuperſeded 
by the riſing of the Sun of righteouſneſs, || 
whoſe! bright beams, diſperſed the miſts of 
error and 1gnorance, and threw: ſuch à de- 
gree of light on what had hitherto” been 
obſcure, as fully ſhewed that Chriſt was 
that; divine perſonage deſtined to proclaim: 
the. glad tidings of ſalvation to the dna 5 
extended race of mankind. f 
One very deſcriptive title by Which this 
divine teacher was deſeribed/ was the 
Prince of peace And in order that the 

character of the time, when he was to 
1 e 


his appearance, might accord with his pa- 
_ cific embaſſy, it was determined. by. the 
Almighty, that the ſeaſon when the bleſſed 
Jeſus ſhould open his Commiſſion, ſhould 
be an zra of general tranquillity. Elegan 


literature had extended its influence into 
the court of Auguſtus, it had ſoftened the 
rough manners of the Romans in general, and 
no period could be more auſpicious. to the 
propagation of the benignant doctrines of 
the Goſpel. 1 | 
Yet the mild and eg charaQer 
of chriſtianity was by no means Congenial 
to the pride of the . learned an aſpiring 
ev. 
Thoſe ineftimable rewards which the goſ- 
7 pel announces to the pure in heart, and 
that celeſtial kingdom, whoſe bleſſings it 
| promiſes to penitence and piety, were re- 
jected with impious diſdain by the warlike 
Jews, who groaned under the grievous yoke 
ef Roman bondage, and who would in 
5 3 crowds. 
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crowds have reſorted 10 the andard of 
Cbriſt if 12 would have {tculed their eman- 
cipation from this oppreſſive power. 


The moſt cruel refinements of torture 


every where awaited the proſelytes of our 
bleſſed Lord, and to be a chiſtian was 
an ' indiſputable title to ſcorn and derifion, 
to miſery and to death. The very proſ- 
pet of chriſtianity at its firſt appearance 
and the prefent extenſive | empire which it 
has attained; the difficulties that it has had 
to ſtruggle with, through a courſe of near 
2000 years, are circumſtances ſufficient to 
confirm the judgment which Gamaliel formed 
of this ſyſtem, when he ohh his country- 
men the following advice— « Refrain from 
theſe men and let them alone, for if this 
council or this work be of men, it will 


; . W . . 8 1 7 * 
come to nought; but if it be of God ye 


cannot overthrow i it, Teſt haply ye be found 


to fight againſt Cod. wade 


It 
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It will be the . buſineſs of the following | 
diſcourſe. to yſtrate the chief excellencies 
of the goſpel, conſidered as a ſyſtem | of 
faith and manners; to point out how admira- 
bly. the evangelical precepts at apply to the 
preſent condition of. mankind, and to. ſtate 
what countenance they give to, ſuch aſſociati- 
ons, as that on which we are: aſſembled,* 

There are two points of view in which 
the redeemer of mankind appears to his 
faithful diſciples. The firſt in all thoſe 
elevated attributes of the deity which en- 
abled him to work ſo many extraordinary 
miracles ; which empowered him to feed fo 
large a multitude in the wilderneſs, with a 

quantity of food, humanly ſpeaking ſo in- 

competent to the purpoſe, which enabled him 
to raiſe the dead, to reinvigorate the lame, 
to reſtore age to the blind, and Ls 
to the deaf. 


I 
o SF 
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2 Preached before | an Amicable Tory at Ludlow, June 
23rd 1785. . 
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The feelings that are excited upon theſe 
occaſions, are thoſe of wonder, and of 
aſtoniſhment, we feel ourſelves over-awed 
by the divine preſence, we fall down and 
worſhip the divine perſonage thus bene- 
ficently employed, we worſhip him with 
every emotion of gratitude, forcibly pro- 
duced by "a My hens of ——— 
ded power. 
In this part of Chriſt's character we 
cannot however propoſe him to ourſelves 
as an object of unitation; the incidents 
are ſuch as no human agent can ever be 
engaged in, they therefore firike our minds 
as inſtances of power, which as they fur- 
paſs all hopes of performance ſuperſede 
the moſt diſtant idea of imitation. The 
' ſecond point in which this divine perſon 
appears, is in a charadter, if 1 may be 
allowed the expreſſion more adapted to 
the ſtate and condition of human nature. 
This mild and beneficent view of him- 


5 | „ | ſelf 
93 
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felf our Saviour preſents, when employed 
in the tender duties of friendſhip, in ſoothing 
the ſorrows which ariſe upon the loſs of 
friends, or in promoting innocent mirth and 
feſtivity, when we multiply the ſocial con- 
neQtions of life, and encreaſe the number 
of our obligations to promote the general 
' happineſs. To mollify that hardneſs of heart 
which man acquired when he loſt his in- 
nocence; to expand thoſe - ſelfiſh affeQions 
which were likely to take poſſeſſion of his 
heart, when doomed. to acquire the ſuſ- 
tenance of life by the ſweat of his brow : 
for thele purpoſes Chriſt hath ſo intimately 
connected the love of God and the love 
of our neighbour, that the one cannot exiſt 
| independent of the other, and where-ever 
true vital religion exiſts, it will conſtantly 
be illuſtrated by the kindred fruits of piety 
or brotherly love ; — - thoſe emotions which 
impel us to promote the general happineſs 

of the world, by an unlimited practice of 


an 
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an extended philanthropy=We are ſo 
formed, that one perſon's exertions are 
neceſſary to ; another's ; enjoyments, we are 
aviſely and -beneficently ſo formed, ihat 
-the ſenſe of our reciprocal wants may 
teach us to afſociate for mutual defence, 
and enable us to reſiſt when united, the 
: evils that would have | overwhelmed. Bs in 
our ſolitary ſtate. 

How to paſs through. this 3 ſuch 
„ nano; feture dn änberitünde in 
the next, is the grand object that ought 
to employ the chriſtian's attention, this 
ought to be the governing principle of 
his life, the object to which he ſhould be 
continually preſſing forward: This great 
object however, will gradually loſe much 
of its influence, if we permit any particu- 
lar worldly care to 0+ engroſs too much of 
the mind. | 

That the-moſt ample. poſſeſſion - of riches, 
the moſt. unbounded - purſuit of - pleaſure, 

| and 
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and the moſt elevated pinnacle of power, 
have all in their turns been inſufficient to 
| ſecure happineſs; are topics which have 
ſometimes been diſplayed by fictions of fancy 
and ſometimes by arguments of reaſon. But 
amidſt all the variety with which the ſub- 
je has been treated, the concluſion has 
always been the ſame, and the natural 
wiſhes of man for happineſs, and the in- 
competency of every thing human io ſe- 
cure it ; have pointed the thoughts of the 
' viſe and good in all times and nations 
to the contemplation of God; and have 
taught them to join iſſue with the royal 
Preacher ; that to fear God and to keep his 
commandments, is the whole duty of man. 

Thus having conſidered the two firſt 
points propoſed, I ſhal! proceed to ſtate 
what countenance the precepts of the 
goſpel, give to ſuch aſſociations, as this 
on which we are at preſent aſſembled: 
We have ſeen from the whole tenour of 
the chriſtian ſcheme, that its divine author 


recommended 


d M N IX; 
recommended both by precept and exam- 
ple every office of humanity and beneficence 
This great exemplar of every thing that 
is perfect, indulged a moderate degree of 
grief over the grave of one friend, and 
he promoted an innocent feſtivity at the 
table of another Chriſtianity therefore, 
ſanctioning ſocial connections, entered into 
for humane and beneficent purpoſes, we 
may venture to conclude that the occa- 


ſion which aſſembles many of you to-day 


in a ſort of ſocial troop, cannot be dif- 


pleaſing to Him who hath enjoined us to 


do good, and to communicate, and who 
* hath informed us, that, that being who - 
hath kindly condeſcended to ſtyle himſelf 
the Father of us all, will, with ſuch ſa- 
crifices be well pleaſed. | 
| Your objekt is to aſſiſt thoſe, whom age 
and infirmity or any other caſualty, to 
Which human life is expoſed, may have 
prevented from ſapporting themſelves. 


Human 


5 
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Human life in its mot ny able con- 
dition is expoſed to pain, which power 
cannot ſoothe, to a variety of ſufferings 
for which there is no relief but in pati- 
ence, to the ſlow corroding hand of waſ- 
ung anguiſh, and to the ſudden operation of 
ſome deſtructive accident, which in a mo- 
ment brings us to an end 


Io mitigate the violence which theſe 
afflidting viſitations are attended with, in- 
Aitutions like the preſent offer Their ſalu- 
tary. aid, wiſely and humanely confide ring 

the value which every member bears in 
the eſtimation of ſociety, they profeſs” to 


relieve thoſe whom caſual inability prevents 
from ſupporting theraſelves, and they be- 
come in the literal acceptation of the terms, 
eyes to the blind and feet to the lame,” 

Money diſſipated on vicibus pirfliits, is 


recolleQed only * to Rab tbe beaft er "the 


improvident | Tperdchriſt,”” with unavalling 


norſe; but money dedicated to the ok⸗ 
'F | fices 


4* 
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fices, of humanity wil be guaxded,, by, the 
beſt, ſecurity, ein % bahn i. apt 
Self intereſt comes alſo in the, aid of 
we now are ſocthing, will add ardour 10 
The love of God, the love of our neighj- 
| bouts, and, of . ourſelvem vill all, co- 
operate, and Will produce their completo 
and; fulli effect every in ſlicution of this 
kind ſpeaks to the feelings of every bu- 
mane Man, in a language that cannot be 
reſiſted ; ĩt nt him to) 8 — 


vim the dangers 10 hien. be is eee 
and. . demonſtrates the. defence. 125 e. be 
may beſt protect himſelf. z 

.; Humanity, ſupports the Fg in 8 
| moſt Atrenuous. manner, and, the prudence. 
of the, moſt. circumſpeR,, a and the parſimo- 


ny of the moſt e have. no argu- 
| ment 


— 
71 
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Bent t etlegt sguinſt ah igſtkurien which 
maunkiplies the reſources of ſocial imercourſe; 
arid! dimiſhes or at leuſt greatly | line 
the diſtreſſes of 'mankind. 

Your object is truly evangelical, may it 
be attended with all the beneficial effects 
that you propoſe to yourſelves. 755 
Be it remembered that if you relieve 
thoſe who never can reward you, you 
are perſorming a duty to your divine 
maſter, which will not 0 to claim his 
attentions | 


They cannot indeed, the poor and 0 


leſs objects of your relief cannot indeed 


reward you, let not that however check 
your progreſs in this labour of love. 
| They cannot indeed reward you, there- 
fore the more bleſſed ſhall ye be, for 
ye ſhall be recompenſed at the reſurreQtion of 
the juſt, when the applauding voice of 
your triumphant redeemer ſhall cauſe you 
to enter into the habitation propoſed for 

1 the 
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of thoſe whom he 
is brethren ye have done it unto 
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1 would not have. you © be ignorant, bre- 
 thren concerning. them which are a- ſteep, that 
= ſorrow not even as. others which have no 
| hope; for if we believe that Feſus died and 
 woſe again, even þ them alſo which. Sep | 
in Jeſus will God bring with him. 


II the opinion of ſome | of our : ear. 

lieſt divines and commentators, chat ex- 
eept Eve had been ſeduced by the artifices 
| of ſhe grand deceiver to taſte. the fruit 
| of the Tree of life, ſhe and her huſband 
would have been ſupported i in what they 
called an artificial immorlity, by the # mag 
, of this Trew. IS 


nn 

Man from the firſt moment of his crea- | 
tion was equally ſubjett to death from the 
conſtitution of his nature, as be Fo at this 
inſtant, but becoming a ſeyon as it were af 
this, life-giving tree, be would have  derj- 
ved from it, the privilege of an exemp- 
tion from death, merely from the indul- 
_ the favour and d rich "Sy of God, 
as * n of his innocence, V ne- 
ceſſarily with- drawn as ſoon. as hat in- . 
nocence was violated. MW 

He was then cut off from this noble 
ſtock, and planted upon. thorns ; from that 
time be partook . of the weak ang periſh- 
able, nature of the flowers of the field, in 
the ning being verdant and blooming 
with all. the vivid beauties of ſpring, | in 
the evening child and e che | 
nipping froſt of winter, | 

| Mortality being thus inherent in man, the : 
flate and condition of the World in which 

| he 
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he lives, have been admirably adapted to 
impreſs upon his mind, images of his flees 
ting and tranſitory nature Every thing a. 
round him is ſubjeR to diminution and 
decay: the morning which breaks upon 
da nd ſplendour of the riſing Sun declines 
of eveping render it dim, and the curtain 
of night finally envelops it in darlineſs- /: 
The ſeaſons with a diſproportioned degree 
of duration, without ſpeech or language 
emphazjcally, announce the fault pen oft 
infancy; the; ineracing firength off * youll rde 
confirmed -vagaur' of aun and the acm 
penying dune gf ag. d en 
The animals Which a: FORD e 
dence has aſſigned for his uſe and amuſement 
partake of the ſame imbecillity which chatac- 
terizes man the ſame infirmities accompany 
them in their progreſs through life, and 
the mn death, equally awaits them. Whilſt: 


N > 2 | every 
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every part of animated nature ſolemnly 
admoniſhes/ man of his periſhable condition, 
the vegetable World with-holds not! its ſa- 
lutary precepts, and the humbleſt flower 
of the field when it loſes its beauteous fo- 
liage and »ſhcinks before the wintry blaſt; 
Airikingly pourtrays that icy / hand Which 
ſoon will bind in a laſting froſt, the preſent 
thrilling current- in his veins.” Nor is this 
he only leſſon that it teaches bim, for” 
when at the return of ſpring, when war- 
med by the genial influence of the all 
invigorating Sun, it revives with all its 

former beauty; it reminds bim of that al- 
teration which bis body will -undergo 76 
the grave, and in aſtriking manner, gra- 
phically adunbrates chat tremendous change 
which ihe reſurrebtion from hs n will 
accompliſn. 1155 een endet 

Vet unadmoniſhed by all quot r | 
| amples; the generality of | mankind, live 
without care, and die without confidera- 
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tion; — by the: loſs. of friends, | 
unimproved by the decays of nature, each 
man fancies himſelf . at an immenſe dif- 
tance! from death, guarded by ſome in- 
viſible power, or ſecured by ſome imagi- 
nary mats that he thinks n We 
feed of. 10 

To apprize you of death, i Wet 
| ſcenes of mortality are ſufficiently, alarming; 
| to remind you of that ſtate which ſuc- 
ceeds death, was the beneficent deſign of 
that, religion which was founded in love 

to: mankind; the bleſſed author of which 
vas that bleeding victim that waſhed a- 
way the fins of the World, that vicari - 
- ous, ſacrifice. n Web 4 the e 
jag co: 2s 6 1454/5; 

Not indeed that in ded was. abs 
together new; chriſtianity did not invent, 
it only illuſtrated it The - doQrine -of a- 
nother ſtate after this was too congenial witk 
he beſt principles of man; too agreeable 
wr. U . 
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to al! che noble! defires of bis ſoul, te 
Accordingiy the learning of the moſk 
civilized; and the feelings of the moſł un- 
dite id ba! 
Whilſt the ſublime ſpeculations of ſels 
ence, taught the learned ito! hope in this 
fel fate of reiribution, or- freſm dupplies 
of: knowledge, and a nobler field for their 
generous exertions: the views of the leſs? 
civilized: and inſtrutied, were” more buns ' 
dedy andemerely confmed to fachiliar be 
jetts. Henee the expiripg' Indian ardently” 
| hoped” to meet with his deg, "the faithfar' “ 
companion of the chace, and his bow 
Vith which he had atchieved the conqueſt of { 
his: enemies; in thoſe regions” wliere a 
ſerene: ſky; and perpetaalr'! verdare,” com- ; 
picted* the pictute oi bis tefreſtial paradiſe.” 
Thus alſo, wich deſßires tongenial to bis 
paſt habits; the hardy warrior da 
2 e north 


4 ; 
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north. welcomed, the approach of death 
which! was to cart him to the 1 hall of 
Odin; the Cod of his devotion, where 
he! ſuppoſed he ſhould join the martial 
train of Warriors, with whom he had fought 
in the field; whoſe ſufferings he had ſhared, 
and of whoſe vittories he had partaken. . 
_ Chriſtianity alone cocrected theſe error 
neous, note and hid it were 
10 its votaries xa manner in which they 
might prepare nn for. its invalagls 
_oowatilec;: . SAT Rado ad) : 429 
Thus the univerſality of the A 
3 the ſavage as well as civilized.tribes 
of mankind, is an argument from, reaſon, 
of the immortality of the ſoul, of the inſufli- 
_ ciency of the preſent liſe to ſatisfy its 
powers, and the neceſſity of ? another where- 
in they may receive their full gratification. 
The airy elyſium of the Heathen and 
* ſenſual. -paradiſe of the Mahometan 
viigoty - 2 | ſink 


fink in the compatiſon, and ceaſe to en- 
gage, when compared with the durable re- 
wards of that ſtate, the bleſſings of which 
eye hath nct ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive—Yet infinite as theſe - joys are; 


ve ſeem by no means deſirous to qualify 
ourſelves to be meet partakers of them. 
The body muſt be ſubdued, and the 
mind muſt be elevated to partake of the 
pure joys of eternal bliſs. We invert the 
order of things, we ſubdue the mind, we 
debaſe the thinking principles, whilſt we 
exert every endeavour to elevate and 
prefer the ſenſual part: But ſurely cheſe 
things ought not to be Were we con- 
vinced that death would cloſe the ſcene 
for ever, that the dark regions of the 
grave, would for ever detain us, it would 
then probably be right on ſuch principles 
to make the beſt uſe of the few fleeting 
joys of a periſhable exiſtence. - But how 
iti A greatly 
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Freatly is the caſe altered, when a b Biided- 
ol; eternity | opens to our view; and 
when we conſider ourſelves as deſtined 

to att in the character of dignified An- 
gels; or to ſuſtain dhe e au of 
is Lt Don OST OR 

Chriſtianity when duly underſtood,” as 
devoutly praQtiſed, not only qualifies men 
for the celeſtial rewards of another ſtare; but 


trains them i in a proper courſe of virtue, *0 
adorn- that which the ou dana has 
e N „ th 

Sound Faith leads to pure ala t 
Z connects the two Worlds, and by antici- 
peting the joys of the future, diminines 
the cares of the preſent F 
The doarine of a future ſtate, whilſt 
it points to the revival of thoſe connettions 
which death hath diſſolved; teaches us not 
10 be ſorry as men without hope, for thoſe of 
f aur 3 who Jeep in Chri 8 | | 
Net 


K. 
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| ee MP feel ſome emotions, 494; 4 


of eee or, Juba of Sachen 
haye connected us, would argue a; degree 
of ſtoiciſm neither practicable in ell, nor 
proper for our condition. i 
At the ſame time it ſhould eee an 
eee grief, to recolle& that ſuch 
1s the unalterable condition of huma 
nature, "5A friendſhip muſt ever be Ss 
vith this certainty, that one of the parties 
muſt lament the loſs of another,, ths 
- To conſole us on theſe melancholy -< be- 
3 it ſhould be. remembered, that our 
friend has eſcaped the pain that we. feel 
and that our immoderate lamentation though 
it cannot reſtore him, may be, deſtructive 
to ourſelves, and that therefore it is never 
to be indulged beyond a certain degree. 
| The anxiety that we ſeel on the death 
of friends, muſt ever be in proportion, to 


the time of liſe in which we are deprived 
ol them. 


The 
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| The laſt Tokemiv” dutie“ are p erſorm med 
Get dee gtacelef ini Shot Tength! of 
years and fumerdus inffimities have conv! 
duQted to this harbour of peace; witli mix- 
e&emioli6fis ef "regret; and reſignatibn. 
There id meeting toe awfül | in" parting? 
With a fend for ever; tô be ſubmitted 
t Wirhet cauſing many” a ſigh to be e. 
mitted the tecollection of obligations con- 
ferred; of joys ſhared7 and pains allSviared;! 
ale rife in- the” mind accompanied" with! 2 
mournfal ſuecbſſian of. Image: 
But theſe: emotions are tepreſſed by re. 
llektiens G the long courſe? of” time; that! 
our® friend has been ſuffered to continue 
amehgſtil ust and chat whilſt many are ſum- 
moned te attend the Ring of terrors,” at- 
the third hoür- of the day, in the midſt “? 
of their firength and vigour; ve have 
only to lament the natural effedts of time, 
upon a conſtitution weak from its birth, 
and to remember that if a longer period 
a 4 „ | had 


4 
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a een eue been ſpent 
u langour and laſſitude, when life, would 
. retained W chat ea ws; 
3 e as well; as age, cats 
to the awful mandate; as the parent .muſt- 
often weep over the bier of a. lamented, 
child, it ſhould moderate the affliQtion which 
ariſes from the loſs of thoſe to -whom na- 
ture ſeemed. to promiſe. a much longer 
continuance; on earth, to conſider; that; by 
this early departure, they bave eſcaped 
many probable. inconveniencies; that they 
bave received the crown of victory, with- 
out enduring all the bardſhips of the com- 
bat, and that it will be ſelfiſh-in the ſur· 
vivor io lament that viciſſitude of things, 
which though it may diſtreſs. nne has 
terminated the ſorrows of his friend. 
That an early death is many times 5 
Cuffered to happen from the kindneſs, and 
always from *. wiſdom of the deity, who. 
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permits nothing. to happen without a _refer- 
rence. to ſome wiſe purpoſe ; who, ſuffereth | 
not. even Aa fingle ' ſparrow, and much lef 
any of his rational creatures, to. fall to 
the and without his ſpecial permiſſion, 
ſhould reſtrain all undue. grief; and in» 
culcate the. moſt devout ſubmiſſion o the 
divine will, g 2 c 
| The moſt mournful demeie unten 
when viewed by che eye of a firm faith, 
are no longer conſidered as puniſhments, 
but as bleſſings i in diſguiſe, fince they are | 
acknowledged, to be not the reſult of blind 

chance but the unalterable decrees of un- 
erring | wiſdom, of paternal tenderneſs 
which cores only with a falutary view, 
and of goodneſs which frequently, conveys 
real bleſſings through. the medium of * 
parent calamities. | | 1 
Let us therefore no o longer "bat: ter: fied 
with thoſe externally gloomy objects, the 
coffin and the ſhroud ; but let us conſider 
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55 ek tis Heart. The time that Ne 
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much obſervation, had given | him, W at Is 
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not very common, a great degree of can- 
dour in eſlimating the condutt of his neigh- 
bours —To their virtues ke paid the moſt 
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| moſt verge of his exiſichce "_ "Uk 
wn converſation. of "his abe and to fl 
; up is time with ſuch purſuits as "firetig- 5 
thened bis wind. "and Fel his houfs 8 
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from being a burthen 0 imſelf or te 
others, JJ 5d Lacd vl. 
Faye » 3 the dead * ould” *flattery be grats- 
ful, it woul nd be unbecoining "te Toletinii- 
ty, & this place, but there "is a tribute of 
praiſe always due to POOR ens 
and to deny them this, | is not only tc 
| defraud the dead of their "right, but to 
geptive the living of an example” to en 
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courage their imitation. Be 


Our departed” friend "A wile ore” may be 

5 — —— Þ well worthy” "the © atkchtion of 
thoſe who feel the approaches of age and 
infrmity; J and from his ; cramp ethic) y y may 
Jearn i # hat  moroſenels and! peel peevith impati- | 
ence are not. eh conneAicd” with 
| this period, an Ponds that r pollible to 

preſerve mildneſs of n manners, and INE 

ends of 
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of temper, to the moſt extended limits of 
human life, and with advantage may 

_ vail themfelves of the example which 0 
declining years afforded; to the improve · 
ment of themſelves, and the happineſs of 


others may copy. his piety 1 to God and his 
benevolence to man. 
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| To pumerous facrificial ordinances of 
| the Law; the quantity of blood that 
— was ſpilt, and the variety of viltims' fling 
SHL SS EHE.L "a J it Jie 35 
unequivocall y . atteſted” the cep 3 and ra 
dical guilt of man; ; the neceſſity of 4 | 
precating the Uivine | vengeance, a and che 
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expediency of Tome innocent 
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A Lamb without ſpot or blen'ſh, a 
ereature the moſt deſcriptive emblem of 
innadence, forcibly Uiſplayed thie irfiinacate 
purity of the victim required, and gradually > 

prepared the minds of men for that grand 
and all-atòhing ſacrifice Vhiebhf in the ſull- 
neſs of time ſhould be” offered up, in the 
perſon of him who Tos the purity or” 
his Sure, che dignity of his character, 
and the great benefits which he procured 
io mankind, was emphatically. ſtiled the 
Lan of God, who _—_ EP OY. 
the worlds - V a oh 0 

The command to Abraham to | facrifice | 

o 25516nmibto 

is, Son Was a "lea i intimation that, ſome 
5 Lg to that of Animals, would 


Ac; 


FEAT 


: comraBed | in the "garden. Eden, could | not 
be e as a finleſs vittim; the 
6 was relieved from complying with 
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an injunction ſo affliẽting to all the tender 
emotions of paserual piety : arid aſter having 
led the vidim to the foot of the Altar 
chere ſound a ſacrifice; prepared — 


to the uſual mode of mactation. 


This ſcene! however was à very = 
| five mode of commuttication by action, and 


to this Chriſt undoudtedly refers, when 


he informs the Jews, your Father Abraham: 
dgſired a 1 "_y e and was 


glad. 128 Th Milan 4 
Great 3 £0nception. REY ws — 


the joy of che venerable Patriarch; fi 


at one and the ſame time from the = 


all-atoning ſacrifice of the Son of God. 
Ie jaw, it and was glad; the rapturous 
and the reſtofation to divine favour were 


accompanied with, mult, um 58 


inſpired this Joyful conſidence. a oh 
21832 . * | | The 
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The Prophets in a long ſeries of des | 
ſeripride predictions have dwelt with un- 
common complacency, on the wonderfully 
various marks which were to diſeniminate the ; 
Meſſiah—The huiniliating meanneſs of his 
appeatance and the unſpeakable bleſlings 
connected with his miſſioon 
The royal: Plalmiſt, that e 
| perſonage, a great genius, a great ſinner and 
an illuſtrious penitent, hath adapted to his 
purſvaſive lyre, the alternate ſufferings, and 
alternate exaltation which were to concen- 
tre in the Meſfah The former are 
ſung: with all the mournſul ſadneſs of 
plaintive elegy; the latter with all the 
fire and enthuſiaſm of the greater ode. 

To die Pfalmiſt as well as to the Pro- 
phets indeed, vas Chriſt's unreſerved appeal; 
as his charaQer- accorded with the attributes 
there annexed to it he offered himſelf- 
to the World as the 35 predified: ien 
* e HfG. 11 pep ah 

900 . | "AY 
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Search the Soriptuinid; ſays he to che in- 


eredulous Jews; the depoſitory of the Law 


n They: are they uhich teſtify | , me: there 
youl:will find my virgin birth; my me- 
lanchely» fortunes; and at the | ſame time 
my i-mediatorial. : tharatter'; there you will 
"__ every circumſtance. depidted with an 


ed judgment, that in me and me alone 
theſe; Prophecies terminate, and with an 
that when 1 am opening my commiſſion 
Lam appealing to no other events than 
e 


come 0 faſs. ter St „ el 551 Bl ati 


* 


„The Jews who to this 1 are offetided 
with the humble appearance that Chriſt 
made, when on earth have long laboured 
with great eagerneſs to apply the deſcrip- 
tive charatter of Iſaiah's Prophecy, not 
to. Chriſt, but to the Jewiſn Nation at 


281 Ye large 
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that muſt convince your unbiaſ- 
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larze. or 60 dhe faithful part of it, either in 
theit former captivity, or preſent diſperſion? 


vide our attention. The predictions point 


nat to a collective body, but to an indivi- 
await this ſacred theme df the Prophecies; 

were: ſuch and ſuch alone, as could api 
_ ply 40 an individual—-Hr ath borne Laich 
the Prophet, not the nation or peoplg as 
lorge, hich is generally repreſented! unden 
tive Epithets which refer to the r 
Nation, in that moſt beautiful of elegies, 
the lamentations of the Prophet Jeremiah. 
The reply ef Nathaniel 40 Phillip in the 
verſe) immediately. ſucceeding the vexy - 
gives ud a | wonderfully ctrong ideal of 
the” natural pride of che Jews; und of 
the averfion which they entertained for the 


particular* diſtri, from which the elfi 
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vas to iſſi ein there ſaid Nathaniel 
wich all the emotions of | womler and ſur- 
priſe.—Can chere any good thing come ou 
of Galilee ? Far from expecting the Meſſiah 
from ſuch an bumhle quarter, they thought 
chat uo place could be to noble; and 
3 World this n W * 
racter. „ Ae t 0 
The 3 ; Nathaniel h 

ſeem immediately to have ſubſided on the 
appearance of Chriſt. There was probably 
ſomething in bis appearance at the firſt. 
interview aunchmmonly bland and engagings 
traktion which ſubdued the pride, and 
conociliated the affeftions/'of his jew. For 
immediately open Chrilts atteſting abe fins 
cerity of his heart, and the purity of his 
conduR / in theſe emphatical terths Be- 
. | Nani ed, rcagnizd 4 his 
div ine 


185 8 E R M O N XI. 


divine miſſion; thou: art the Son / Cod: 
and inſtantly attached himſelf to the ſtandard 
of his Prince, thou art the King o/ Ifracl 
It muſt indeed be acknowledged hat 
ihe moſt liberal extenſion of faith, would 
| have required that the attributes of the 
Meſſiah, ſhould have been ftrialy defined 
The human mind naturally! eonnefts 
with the idea of a benefactor, a power of 
poſſeſſing whatever contributes to his own 
perſonal eaſe and accommodation-- r 
To the undiſtinguiſhing eye of common 
obſervation. Chriſt appeared a foxlorn and 
wretched object; nay. indeed he himſelf 
declares chat he had . to lay 
bis bead. r offs bange Gai, nin 
But it ſhould have been conſidered. that 
the benefits that he promiſed vere ſpiri- 


tual, not temporal; that he came not to 


emancipate the Jew from the grievous! bur- 
then of Roman ſlavery; or ts. overthrow 
the enormous: : N of Roman polity al- 
2 712 N mein 


s E R M O * XI. 197 


| ready totterring under its own weight, 


but that he came to proclaim liberty 
to the ſpiritual captive; and to an- 


nounce pardon to the finner, labouring un- 
der- che thraldom of guilt,” and vice. 


It has been the delight of that captious 
reaſoning which is fond of diſplaying its own 
ſagacity, to enquire whether ſome other 
mode might not have been deviſed to re- 
ſtore man to the divine favour, vithout 
cauſing the innocent to undergo ſo much 
anguiſh; and a peifectly juſt man to ſuf- 
fer the puniſhment of the completely 
abandoned ſinner. Such objectors do 
not conſider the true nature of this inter- 
eſting event. God's juſtice was to be 1 


tisfied, as well- as his mercy. '' - 


His mercy would willingly have diſpen 


ſed with the agonizing Croſs, the bitter 
cup, the piercing | ſpear; but the other at 
tribute would not then have been propitia- 


ted, and all thoſe things which were written”. 


' ; g . 
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| by the Prophets, concerning the Sen 
of man weuld nos have / "_ accom- 

pliſhed. BR 2 „„ Land} 203+ 60 


Could it have. bern 3 outs F that NB 


there was the leaſt diſagreement between 
Ehrift's real; appearance, - and-- that which 
the careſul ànd enquiring Jer had beer 
taucht to expett, it would have been ſuſſicient 
to have diſcredited the whole ſyſtem, which 
was not founded on an inſecure baſis, 
but of Prophecy conneQted with AP 
and prediction illuſtrated by events. 
Let any one read with attention, is 
mournful elegy the 22d Pſalm which Chriſt 
moſt: probably | recited | upon ihe Croſs—» 
He will find the deſcription of grief too 
ſtrongly painted; to apply to an individu- 
al in the common ſufferings of the World. 
+ The farcaſtically inſulting | deſcription, 
Al they that ſee me laugh me to ſcorn ; 
compared with their complete accompliſh- 
ment And the people ſtood beholding, 
. Cont and 


| 8. E R M O N XI. 189 
and che -rulets alſo wich hem derided 
him, ſaying he ſaved others, let him ſave 
himſelf, if he be the Chriſt the choſen of 
God; dee the parallel pallage in 
the Sch verſe in the 22, Pſalm, theſe 
deſcriptive #4 together wich what 
of piercing his hands and his feet; 
parting his veſtments among them: Signifi» 
cantly allude to ſome great and illuſtrious | 
ſufferer, not certainly to David, but to 
one of the houſe and lineage of a 
even to jeſus of Nazareth, the n of 
e 0 „ 
The argument indeed foes ce 
claims a noble degree of ſuperiority over 
every other kind of evidence, loudly pro- 
claiming its divine original; the Uriel | 
ence of the deity: in accompliſhing his 
purpoſes, by the moſt certain means, his 
mercy in affording to man the ſtrongeſt evi- 
dence that his faith could require; and his 
* | 5 continual 
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continual care over his church and peo- 
ple, by ſuffering this light conſtantly to 
ſhine upon the minds of the faithful, . 
from the earlieſt ages to the preſent hour. 
At the ſame time that this ſacred light 
ſheds upon the chriſtian church, its brigh- 
teſt beams, what an auguſt idea does it un- 
fold to the contemplative mind, of the great, 
firſt cauſe of all things, whoſe decrees 
from the foundation of the World, to the 
preſent age, have been uniform and felf- 
conſiſtent. 5 1 7 

In the Prophecies recorded in the ſa- 
cred repoſitory of our faith, not the fate 
of Jews and chriſtians alone, are to be 
ſough for; but there will be found recor- 
ded, all thoſe great revolutions which have 
deſolated the - moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms of 


the Earth; in theſe divine annals with 


what ſtrength of colouring: is painted, the | 
ſometime intolerent pride, and graſping pow- 
er of the church of Rome, and its preſent 

3% ſtate 
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ſtate of debility verging mos to its ut- 


ter deſtruQtion. 


The ſacred pencil of the Jivine- artiſt, (if 


I may be allowed fo inadequate an expreſ- 


5 ſion), as diſtinctly pictured every age of 
the World, in the moſt 5 and ehe | 


colours. | 

In that ſublime record of the n 
of the chriſtian church, the revelation of 
St. John, every minute feature is pour- 


trayed; every circumſtance. whether - of 


ſplendour or depreſſion, 1s added. To the inat- 


tentive ſtudent of ſacred hiſtory, this book 


may ſeem to contain nothing more than a 
maſs of ill connected materials, collected 


without order, and arranged without ſymetry: 


but by the clear methods of interpreting 
it laid down by the great Joſeph Mede, and 
ſucceſſively improved by ſubſequent com- 
mentators; this beautiful book ſhines with 
all its, native ſplendour. . 
is , 
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kt may be compared to figure in optic 
which many of you may have ſeen, which 
on being firſt preſented to the eye, ſhews 
nothing more than a confuſed and tape · 
lets daubing—But by che application of 2 
convex- 1 mirror, the confuſion vaniſhes, and. 
a beautiſully regular figure is produced. 

"Thus alſo the incomparable Joſeph Meade 
applying the mirror of ſound tearningy 
bath diſpelled the clouds that darkened this 
divine page, hath erradiated the intricate 


and intereſting ſubjekt, by the ſplendour 


of his erudition, arid hath diſtinaly ſheww 


not only what is paſt, but what may be ex- 
e from this divine Prophecy, . 
The grand point to which P wWauld 
wiſh to attract your minds in this diſcourſes 
is to that divine perſonage, whont Phillip 
telleth Nathaniel he had found Ewe je- 
us of Nazareth, tie Rt of tie” Fows. 
Ae is the objet of alf thefe Afuftrions 
Prophecies— He is the author to us of liſe 


and 
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and liberty, of liſe when we were dead in 
fin; of kbertiy when we were the ſlaves 
of. . | 1203.4 
As the  melodious. Props a eigen 
fully expreſſed it, He was wounded: for 
our tranſgreſſions — He was bruiſed for our 
iniquitiesFhe chaſtiſement of our peace 
— Ry and * his ſtripes © we aig 
healed... : | 
In this-: dire are Ailptayedy is 
agonizing - A of 2 . the 
Croſs. 9431 ad. wa . Achern 
He was wounded for our 3 
wounded with the nails that faſtened bis 
ſacred hands and feet, and with the ſpear 
which pierced | bis . for our 
iniquities. — 8 


This part e to the — agonics 
that he underwent—To chat 0 which 
diictated the fervent © prayer, that hat if it were 
poſſble the bitter evlp might paſs from 


Thi 


nN On Wh 


- This petition the deity could not lif- 
ten to, a piacular victim was neceſſary. 
Spotleſs innocence vas to be the dif- 
tinguiſhing attribute of this viktim, and this 
Vas not to be found but in w_ of Na- 
zareth. ZE 2 
The | facrifice 6 Chriſt's Wi was 5 
. fole mode by which the Almighty, preſer- 
ving his other attributes inviolate, could 
pardon. the fins of the World. It was 
| the only door of mercy which he could 
open to man, by which he readmitted 
| him to favour, and by which the r 
of his puniſhment might be relaxed. 
Theſe uncommon exertions of 1 | 
on the part of Chriſt, . demand on the part 
of chriſtians, a ſuitable return. a 
The ſufferings of Chriſt, ſhould _ 
us to aſpire to the glory that ſhall follow; _ 
at our faith may be found unto praiſe 
and honour, and glory tg the ne 
1 2820 Chriſt. r 
To 


s E RMO N XI. wg | 
To fave his brine from death Cheilt 
voluntarily died—For our ſakes he was pro- 
digal of his own life; he poured out his 
ſoul unto death by a ſpontaneous ſacrifice. 
Therefore doth my father love me, becauſe I 
kay down my life, that I might take it again ; 
no man taketh it from me, but I 985 it _— 
of my fel. | 
The unwearied and aſfidious exertions. 
of Chriſt in doing good ; the ſplendour | of 
| his miracles, and the ſpotleſs purity of 
his life, form in the artleſs an unadorned 
recital ot the evangeliſts, the moſt pathe- 
tic narrative that words can produce. 
Add to this the ſingular cataſtrophe by 
which this life .of innocence is ended ; 
View the painful croſs, the purple robe, the 
piercing ſpear, the crown of thorns; inſignia 
of regal, dignity introduced with all the 
ingemous refinements of cruel mockery 
do embitter the laſt ſcene of this bene- 
ſador of mankind. e 
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iin [approach with nearer ſtep this ſadly 


ſolemn ſcene. Behold the Mother of Jeſus 
a mouraful witneſs! of his eruel ſufferings, 
She literally and circumſtantially accom- 
pliſhed, that part of Simeon's Prophecy, 
who on his ſolemn benediQion, of che ſa - 


| ered infant, in the temple, declared to 


the cafe Mother . a NR TOW wu 

In order that man may diſcharge that 
duty which will render him acceptable to 
God: Chriſt hath graciouſly taught him 
how to act. Chriſt hath told thoſe'that wiſh 
to be bis diſciples: If any man vill come 
aſter me, let him deny bimſelf, take 8 his 
eroſs daily, and follow me. W 22 

The whole of chriſtianity is 3 


in the Heroic aſſertion of St. Paul, I am 


crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live: 
Yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me, fo 
the life which I now live in the fleſh, I 
live by the Son of God, who loved me 


and gave bimlelf for me. 


The 
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The reſult of this great and ſolemn ſa- 
orifice is our devout conformity to the 
facrifice of Chriſt, crucifying all our finful 

| affektions. - 

All the lie fulſerings, all 1 ten- 
der love, and all the important benefits 
conferred by Chriſt, forcibly diſſuade from 
fin; ſtrongly allure to piety, and ſtrenu- 

_ ouſly devote our hearts to gratitude. _ _ 
To little purpoſe will it be that we 
profeſs to have found Jeſus of Nazareth 

the King of the Jews; except like Natha- 
niel we immediately recognize his ſove- 
Feign power, and immediately like good 5 
ſubjefs, enter into the diſcharge of our 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhew forth the praiſes of him 

b hath called us out of darkneſs into his 

c marvellous light. 
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SERMON XU. 
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ON THE DOUBLE SENSE OF / 
' PROPHECY. 


= 
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THE SECOND PSALM ILLUSTRAs. 
TED AS DESCRIPTIVE OF THE 
TEMPORAL STATE OF DAVID, 
AND THE SPIRITUAL BLES. 

 SINGS OF THE KING. 
= DOM OF CHRIST.” / 
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Mt of me and 1 Jhdlt give we thee the Heathen 
Jer küßte iieritance and lie aeg her of 
ty. the Earth fir thy Pellet. LEP 
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'T was the DIP" 8 
1 who lived during the moſt fplendid pe- 


12 


regal ſtate and circumſtances of the Nation, 
Amongſt the — Prophecies de- 
Hom upon theſe principles, the ſecond 
Pſalm may be cited as a remarkable proof 
"ef the uſe of this mode 
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This * Pſalm begins with all 
the magnificence of eaſtern poetry, in de- 
ſeribing the Meet hnachinat Ans, Ind pen a 
violence which affaulted the throne, and 5 


diſturbed the Feign of the royal:David, whilſt 
dt. de > raging * athe r "RE 


await the eee 2 and retard the propa- 1 5 
Sadlen of the Gospel. lle St gw Ty 
From the” 1Rt to the gd verſe, elle 1 
. Arstagems of the eietinies,” E the Boule 
T David, in à tivil ant © religions ferfe, 
Ire fightficatitly defcffbed The ih verſe 
pense by repreſentiſig the impotece of all 
uch uttempte, and the | mailer in Rich 
they are viewetl, by the Almightyß. 
Ie iat doc; dr Haben Malt faugh 
them to aries dhe" Kurd ut ve em in 
& dere. 101 6 26 5911 oof yam mig 
All attempts to ſudvert © this Hacfet 
| cikgdom, mall fail of their malicious pur- 


pole, | 


S E R 
pole, dor dns Land hl ſpeak ante his 


enemies in his ow en r in f 


his fore diſpleaſure. io 151 
an in 1755 bn bs. mu 


of Chriſt . for the enemies of David were 


never ſo completely: ſubdued," as to be 
compared to the ſhattered fragments of a 


pater veſſela nor ere. dhe. confines of 
his Kingdom ever ſo extended, as that it 


| could. be faid. otherwiſe, than in  aſſufion 


£ 30 {i 


doch, ſpiritual, deſcendant, that the utmo 
parts of the ese oe. for . 
e {36 ni 2717 
The en. A5 base or this 
1 beautiful Pfalm, are ſuch, | that many Cri 
_ tics. have diſclaimed che double ſenſe and 


referred it OW 10 the — * 


dom of Chriſt. 
But ſurely the genius & Borhiey ts 
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| of nis rok, the gen and nfimabl der 
ſings of chriſtianity are expreſſed. 


The firſt of ſacred Critics in his 1 Z 
rable Lefuurez on the poetry. of che He- 


in 15 Ariking: a manner, as july demands 
wal STE ee ne, chriſtian. 


| 5 1 OD Her, "Ty XI; de Al. 
legorica myſtica. Pſalmi ſecundi argumen- 
tum eſt, David fruſtra adverſantibus inimi- 
cis dei decreto in regno confirmatus. Du· 
plex eſt perſona Davidis, propria et 0 


+» 


gorica. Si carmen hoc. perlegentes primo 
in propria Davidis perſona oculos defigimus 


ſententis apparet ſatis et per ſe perſpi. - 


cua, et ſacræ hiſtoriz luce abunde illuſ- 
trata; per totum quidem verbis ardentior 
figuris elaborata, et ſemel atque iterum ita 


eſt exaggerata dictio, ac ſi conſulto nos 
moneret, majus N quidam ac ſublimius | in- | 


tus incluſum latere, atque ultro etiam in 
argumenti penetralia aditum aperiret. Quod 
fi ea ſecuti indicia, ad interiorem”jam par- 


tem animum intendimus, et ad perſonam 


8 


Were 


No. other. conſtinuion hut: that 6 the 
Jevith.ch ocracy,, would haye admitted 
this eaſy tr ranſition from a ji e 
application. 8 N 0 yi: 

For though the Aespise of the 1 
of the Godhead, was the only _— - 
| tenet of the Moſaic diſpenſation ; | 
ſome of the moſt intelligent of the = 
uainted with the ns of gra 
in the! _ een 7250 
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major rerum "ordo protinus exſurg it, nec 
modo fublimior” et auguſtior ſed que prius 
audaciora videbantur, fiq quae paullo elatiora, 
quam proximæ materiæ conditio ferret ; 
ex jam apparent imprimis apta, expteſſa, di- 
| lucida, et ad potioris argumenti dignitatem 
præclare comparata. Poſte uam hoc modo ; 
| duas haſce argumenti partes ſcorſum et {in- 


gulas attente perpendimus eaſdem intueamur DOE 


tandem conjunttas. Hoe | in ſitu jam elucebit 


eleganũiſſimi carminis venuſtas omnis et 
Bb 
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From this nowledge they might gather 
chat the word, the ſecond perſon, the Son 


as he is ſtyled in this Pſalm, e n 
the King of Iſrael. 

How grand and magnificent an idea ws 
this eee _ us 0 the Seel 


of jr e ub ie „ . 
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Cublimitas. Licebit pps duarum im- 
aginum, et magnam inter ſe diſtantiam, et 
perpetuam tamen conſpirationem, et con- 
fenſum, et quaſi inter cognatas, oris ac li- 
neamentorum omnium miram ſimilitudem ; 
utriuſque / analogiam accurate ſervari utri- 
que ſuam veritatem competere, ita ut quæ 
ex altera expreſſa eſt, ipſa tamen archety- 
pa videri poſſit; : _diftioni novam lucem pa- 
riter inferri ac ſenſibus elationem et pon- 
dus accedere, dun ab humilioribus ad ſub= 
limimiora, ab humanis ad divina, facili 


6 gradatione aſcendunt, donec præcipua ar- 


gumenti pars et in clariſſimo lumine col- 


locetur, et ſummum altitudinis gradum 


obtineat. 
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+ Fo thaſs who cee as 
1 . with; thei; Coſpela who view 
ſt. only as | diſplayed by the pen 


R Ph 


bo” ah A e 20 his 


nder him eee eee eee, 
truths 10 an ungrateſul age, to ſuch as 


baue not familiarized cheir eye to-all thoſe 


prophetic characters, which. diſtinguiſh 
the Meſfiah— To all ſuch he will aps 
pear wih a dignity : much inferior ito 

what he deſerves. 
221t will eſtape all ſuch ſuperficial obſer- 
vers, that it was hs potent. voice, which 


Pied eld 47 exp? — : : fs 
E „ 4 4% + 4 t 22 © is & 4+ 3 


arranged in order and en the. undi- 


_ geſted, maſs of things. 4 ant Sc 
J It Will eſcape all ſuch that e not 
.- eee eee he alſo puniſh- 


dhe ſame time; that he- puniſhed: the gilt 


of the, firſt Adam, became che ſpiritual 


Adam himſelf, to waſh away the. -Nain - of 


that 1285 
55 Bbs Such 
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Such ate the magnificent idess, fmhch 


ds able e Hey Es that! this prophetie 


11. iny (Ring wr ts holy a "of Sion, © 


et find 


A careful view: of che T eo 86. 
vernment, under which the Jews lived, wilt 
evidetitly "Uiſpley the firigilar'tiſe of chat 


double fee 25 * 


and temporary pere. 
From the charakter and . 
this Pſalm, it ſhould ſoem that perſtett 
uon and oppoſition of ſome kind or other 


ſhould "IR attend the en 


Ori. its tm ee ee of bound 118 


Time has donde eee the 


| myſtic traits ſketched in this beautiful Po- 


em. The three! firſt! centuries of the ehriſti- 


an era, diſplay: ſuch a ſeries ef ergelties 
mſlicted on che adherents to the goſpel; | 


almoſt ſtagger the faith of che beſt authen- 


Hie 83 
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ticated facts Vet perlecuton "_ ops 


_ preffive to individuals, was of ſervice to 
chriſtianit) at large: ſincè the dying mar- 
tyrs atteſted the fincerity of their belief in the 
Söſpel, and the Exiled fugidves protliimed its 

Pretious promiſes, in the molt difiant regions, 
rue $ghins' of the Nbman Empire, at 
che time that chriſtiahity offered "itſelf to 
de Faith Of an ünbeliewing World, was in- 
tent one, on che ipfendid prospects of 
Mendel Empife; and me improvement of 


the arts Goiitiefich wick the Kabits of * 


hreat and Würfe People. 5 


Tbefe Was. However Torn a0 be extra- 
1 Uiüimty M. the precepts, and too Ariking 
im the praklice of chriſtiänity, 10 Tulfer it 
bo eſeape ihs eee of the | Roman 
axe aan] yo. * 

Te: Bense wen! eee whe Gale, but 


8 3 1 notice of a people 


ever accuſtomed to blend the intzigues of 


Kate, 
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ſtate, withthe duties: of religion. H ce. the 
time when the chriſtians aſſembled. wag oblſer- | 
ved, with, ſingular notice, andi the place. of 
' their meeting inſpetled with rigid. euriolity. ; 


But here, when malignancy. could form 


wo ground of impeachment, the moſt, unjuſt 
defamation: had full liberty to expatiate'on. 
the ſuppoſed praftices: of the odious Galileans. 
It vas  induſtriouſly,; circulated, and pro- 
bably ſometimes believed, ſince the temples 
ſuperb-akars and other ftriking, enſigns o 
worſhip—That they. vere atheiſts, that they 
denied the exiſtence of. the; one Hupreme 
God; that they ſacrificed a newborn f 
fant to the infernal object of their atrocious 
worlhip ; and, that aſter drinking the blood 
of this innocent vidtim, they bound them 
ſelves by the moſt horrid of eee 


to the performance of the moſt e 
aQions. . 
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The artffcial "zeal of che Roman pa- 
triot, when he could not from ſuch myſ. 
terious circumſtances arrive at truth, pru- 
dently. affected to "infer, reaſon; From 
this flight ſource, in the words of our 
beautiful prophecy, the Kiags of the Suk 
ſtood up, and the rulers took council to- 
gether. . 

Hence the Nn priſons were enen 
with captives Who perferred the loſs of 8 
every thing that attached them to ſociety 
to forſaking the truth of the Goſpel Hence 
Martyrs of all ages, and both ſexes, ra- 
ther than comply with the. . moſt lenient 
injunQion of pagan ſuperſtition, ſubmitted | 
to the | ſtroke of the executioner, and the 
pangs of a violent death. 

Lenient to every other ſyſtem that | pre- 


tended to regulate the faith of mankind, 


the moſt civilized Nations of the World, 


| became perſecutors only, of the mild and 


merciful ſyſtem of thre | Py 
The 


The philoſophic Pliny ſeems to haye 
. the chriſtians with mingled emotions 
ol wonder and contempt. - _ VI 
The fingularity of their tenets, —— 
the ſurpriſing conſtancy of their faith, 
under the moſt afflicting torments, whilſt it 
might reaſonably have afforded ſo fine a 
ſubject of ſpeculation, to ſo ingenuous 
a, mind, ſeems to have been totally diſ- 
regarded by that fatal ſelf-ſufficiency, which 
whilſt it taught men to profeſs themſelves 
wiſe, in reality, cauſed them to become 
FVV Wo 
- Yet perſecuted by the power, and deri- 
ded by the wiſdom of this World, the 
pure and ſimple precepts of the goſpel, NY 
ſtruggled againſt oppoſition and idiot 
over oppreſſion. _ | 
The moſt. deliberate caution was obliged. 
to yield its aſſent, to precepts ſo. pure, 
| and yet fo contradiftory to the corrupt 
inclinations of man, making. their. way 


. | "Oy | 
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fotely by the force of their intrinſic pu- 
rity, in oppofition to intolerant power, 
captious * and See acc n 
ment.“ 1 
It was the fate of the infant chubch to 
be allailed by the envenomed ſhafts of ſe- 
vere perſecution, by the pains of torture 
aggravated by the cruel refinements of 
policy, by an open oppoſition which knew 
no reſtraint, and by an exterminating zeal 
which raged with favage licence, and 
which from the nature of things, muſt 
have triumphed over a ſyſtem begun 


gr £5, Þ 


in fraud, and ſupported by ſiniſter meas 


#% 
þ S z ' Se * 
ſures. S 


Vet, Rill in che facred language of the 


regal prophet the n of on” was fe- 
cure upon his _— Hill. | 
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»The enquirer into the early; fortunes of the chriſtian church 


WII an faithful, | but melancholy victure, drawn of the 


chriſtian ſufferings, in the three firſt centuries, by the learned 
Dr. MOsHEIM, in his valuable Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 


STI Loxnnon Edit. 4765.--Vol. — book 4ſt. 
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That omnipotent hand which led the 
Uraclites through - the red Sea, which ſup- , 
ported them in the wilderneſs, and which, | 
by fo many fGignal exertions had been. dil. 8 
played in their favour, vas ſtill exerted 
in the protection of the choſen people, 
in either giving FOR the, means of eſ- 
caping from their enemies, or enduing | them 
with power, with energy and ſpir it o ſup- 
port themſelves, under. their ſevereſt per- 
ſecutions. 755 

The church * Chriſt „hilt on Earth 
muſt ever be militant; the mode of attack 
may, be varied, but the certainty; of in- 
ſidious deſigns, ſhould always keep the chriſ. 
tian champion in a ſtate of diſcipline, | 
which no ſeemingly peaceful aſpeRt of things 
ſhould relax, no external ſignus ol tran- 
_ quillity ſhould enervate. 

Every age of the World will 1 a 
new ſpecies of e to the Persehe. 5 
of _ goſpel. 


s E ** XIL uy 


486 long as man continues what he is, 
"gf compound of vice and frailty, ſo. long 
will his adverſary. annoy him with dan- 
gers, ſeduce him with allurements, and 
__— him with temptations, 45 


We who live in the preſent refined 


* 


period of civilization and manners, are no 


longer in danger of being called to atteſt 


as our forefathers were, the fincerity of f 
our belief in the goſpel, by ſubmitting to 
the terors of the ſtake, « or the tortures of | 


the rack. 


We mult © not 1 flatter "ourtelves a 


with thinking that though. we are ſafe, no 


hoſtile preparations are meditating 1 | 


1 


gainſt our religion. 
80 long as the cold fataliſt, 
metaphyſician, and the craft 


the crude 


meditating their inſidious ſchemes, to under- 


mine our hopes of eternal happineſs, ſo long | 


as theſe unwarrantable attempts receive 
no check from the civil power; ſo long 


in the prophetic language of our beauti- 


„ ful 
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ful poem may the Kings of the earth 
be ſaid to ſtand up, and the rulers to 
take council together, againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his anointe. J 
| But while the one part of the: Progher: 
cy is expanding its myſtic. character, we 
may hope, that the other part is equally, 
carrying on ei 4 to the purpoſes 
of providence. | 

He that dwelleth in A ſhall laugh 
them to ſcorn; the Lord Shall have thew and. 
their futile attempts in deriſion. 

For the ſacred eſſence of chriſtianity 
we are. not, we need not be apprehenſive. 
Guarded by Prophecy X ſupported by the, 
right hand of God; that muſt be impreg- 
nable, 5 5 

But though we are 1 4 in | bebalf of 
chriſtianity, we muſt tremble for. the con- 
dition of nominal chriſtians. Chriſtianity 
is the fame pure re, wherever pts: : 
bed. At, „ oo Sag 

But 


8 E. * M. O. IN. XII. * 
But we ſhould. do Flo to, conſider, that, 


impiety upon impiety, „ will wich- draw from 
us, this. ineſtimable bleſſing, that the means 


of ſalvation. being long, reſiſted, will be at 
length refuſed; and, that, darkneſs, a grols, 
and, carnal. darkneſs muſt at length en- „ 


velop our ſpiritual horizon. 


1 


The ſigns. of ſuch an approaching ca- 


lamity, have been clearly. deſcribed in the 
ſyſtem of our faith. They are an indif- 
ference to religion, an, immoderate attach 
ment to pleaſure, and a willing devotion of, 


che powers of the mind, to ſyſtems. of 
philoſophy, ſeduiive i in their tendency, and 


ſubverſive of the moral duties. 
Not only a latent ſcepticiſm but an open 


hoſtility to religion, infeQts the faſhions, 


able productions of the age. 79 
Elegance of ſtyle and concinnity of, 


manner, recommend with an air of no- * 
velty, the exploded and noxious tenets. 
of antient infidelity, as the gilded, apparas, 
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tus of the pill in” deſigned to Cifguiſe its 
unpalatable qualities from he taſte, 7 
In an indifcriminating purſuit of plea” 
ſure, we ſacrifice all the nobler afſections | 
6f the ſoul : the endearing charities of pri- 
vate, and the yy duties of n 
life. 5 e 
"= ſages Who call yourſe] ves philoſo- | 
phers ; ye minute obſervers of air - and 
heat, and the fanciful hypotheſes of an un- 
intereſting ſcience,” might ye not devote 
your time to better purpoſes, and' employ 
your abilities more laudably in endeavour- 
ing to elucidate” the | prophetic doAtrines 
of your faith? ee ee 
| Might ye not by arranging the won- 
derful ſeries of Prophecies fulfilled, and 
ull-filling deſerve better of your coun- 
try, than by rifling your time upon 
Theories which improve no man's heart, 
and on experiments which incline you | 


rather to * . on your 


Own. 


8 E R M O DN rx Xt. 2 | 219 


Own ſagacity, than teach you. to look ups 
to the wonderful power of God.? 


All ſcience which amends. not the hearts | 
is worſe. than ignorance, inaſmuch as it ſub- 


Qitutes pride in the room of that modeſt 
acquiefcence, whi ch inclines us to repoſe on 
the unlimited wiſdom of God, which 


teaches us under his omniſcience, to ſhield 
our ignorance,; and to his unbounded 


pover to intruſt our feeble condition. 
To the Lord therefore, the ſupreme 
governor of Heaven and Earth, let us 


betake ourſelves. Let us ſet God always 


before us, for when he is on our right 
| hand, we ſhall not fall. | 

| Oppoſition whether 9 from: power 
or from ſcience, falſely directed will be 
both equally. Vain. | 

Phe couneil of id like the 
a of nature, will be carried on to 
the ſure accompliſhments of its purpoſes. 
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As ſtorms and tempeſts, Hurricanes and 
earth-· quakes, may deſolate ſome particular 
diſtricts of the world, vithout deranging | 
rhe general harmony of the univerſe; ſo | 
| may perſecution and oppreſſion obſcure for 
2 ſeaſon, the fair proſpects of chriſti- 
anity— The ſtorm however cannot be 
laſting, and what the chureh loſes in tran- 
quility, it NPR: in an n e tri- 
umph, rhe 1 
That light which Fey in the eaſt, 
directed che © ſteps of the Magi to the 
humble dwelling of the holy Jeſus, will 
continue to warm the hearts of the faith- 
ful, ſo long as the church of Chriſt con- 
 tinues militant on Earth. It ſhall proceed 
to its meridian brightneſs, and gradually 
improve its ſplendid title, a light to lighten 


the eee the r of the . - 
of Iſrael. 


. 


I ROTIUS ; is bid to have 5 dhe 


firſt interpreter of ſcripture, who diſ- 
tinly ſhewed that the greateſt part of the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament had a 


double ſenſe, and have received a double 
confirmation. He maintained that the pre- 
_ ditions of the evangelical prophet Iſaiah, 
related in their primary and literal ſenſe, 


to the times of the Jewiſh people; but, 
that they referred to the Mela in «et 
condary and n ſenſe. 5 


Linnoxcn, in fs Commentary © on the | 


adds of che Apoſtles, accedes to the opinion 


of Gnorius, in theſe words—Rite a doc- 


tiſſimis interpretibus obſervatuni eff, pau- 


ciſſima eſſe apud Prophetas vaticinia, . que 
directe et ſenſu primo de D. I. loquantur; ; 


ſed. pleriſq duplicem ineſſe ſenſum; literatum 


unum, olim in typo imperfette, alterum 
myſtricum, in domino uw _ et . 
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Farnzx BATrus, a Jeſuit, in 1737 pub. 


| liſhed his defenſe des propheties de Ia reli- 
gion chriſtenne; in this work he examines 
and refutes the opinion of Grotius at great 
length, and ſhews that the moſt antient Fathers 
of the church; Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian and 
Origen, never thought of interpreting the 
Prophecies of the old Teſtament in a double 


ſenſe, but applied them in 1 _ 
meaning to the Meſſiah. 


Wulsrox in his e at Boyles 4 
ture in 1707 had ſupported the ſame ſenti- 
| ment before Baltus. He ſtrongly conten- 

ded that the Prophecies of the old Teſta- 
ment at all appertaining to the Meſſiah, 
particularly thoſe which are quoted, as 
teſtimonies and arguments in the new. Teſ- 
tament, do. properly and ſolely belong to 
the Meſſiah, and did not at all concern 
any other perſon. 8 


An b Ae bn CLA Ex, ani- 
madverted on this notion of Whiſton's, 

and undertook the vindication of thoſe 
chriſtian commentators, who had explained 
ſome Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, 


N OT E S 


8 not ſolely. relating to him, in a trea- 


tiſe entitled. . e ani. OO in 


N EY 


In 1724 1 publiſhed a | Diſcourſe 


on the Grounds and Reaſons of the chriſti- 


an religion, in which he revived the ob- 
. jeftions of Fauſtus, Origen aad ſuch other 


early writers againſt, chriſtianity ; as had en- 
deavoured to prove that the Prophecies 
of the old Teſtament had, no dire relation 
to Jelws, Cbriſt. 


4 $2.38 c 131 FI 


The reader * may be 'defirous 7 
Finn this critical enquiry, is referred 


to Leland's view of the Deiſtical writers, 
and to Fabricius's Lux Evangelica.— For an 
account of the ſeveral anſwers which were 
publiſhed to this and another work of the 
ſame Author, ORE" than "Slew VI liter- 


a re confideted.” 


"Rumor eee in. 9 
book of D. L. has anſwered ONE 
what Collins had objected againſt a ſecond 
ſenſe of Prophecy. Dr. Jortin alſo has 
given ſome very judicious obſervations, 
both concerning Prophecy in general, and 
concerning a double ſenſe of Prophecies. 


SEE THEOLOGICAL TRACTS VOL. 4s PAGE 5. . 
| Bis -- 11 
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of al of. hols Palms which are 
moſt ſtrikingly deſcriptive of the vari» 
dus parts of the character of che author of 
man's ſalvation, will not be deemed an im- 
proper appendage to a Diſcourſe, written = 
with a view to illuſtrate one of theſe di- 
vine poems. £5,239 3 
The more atten tively men in veigd 
the argument ariſing from Prophecy, the 
more convinced they will be of the truth 
of their religion; and conſequently the 
more earneſt in their practice!!! 
This ſtudy cannot he propoſed as ear- 
ly to the youthful mind; indeed on the 
riſing generation, the hopes of Sans Fing- 
dome ſeem to be ſuſpended. 
At the ſame time that we ooh 5 ve 
muſt acknowledge, that the ſyſtem of e- 


ducation which is too generally purſued, 
does not ſeem calculated to form the 


moral and religious charaQter, TONAL, 
That fatal licentiouſnefs of thinking: and 
writing, which was heretofore confined 
to a few ſhallow Peers, to the annoyance 
al good manners, and 1 had almoſt faid 
10 ne” Saad of ond now 
of} es meets 


— 


under the denomination of magazines and 
dee d ſcenes are ee ts at which 
. 1 dcn the ae morality mak 
e : crafts >; 1116136579 tige 


- Whillt dhe denten lob, inflicliny are | 
. aſſiduous in the ſervice! of fir mal- 


ter, it ſurely becomes - the ad vocates of 
religion, to be equally ſedulous in = 
porting the intereſts and eee 
Ai of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

No ſtudy but that of Theology n 
Aided by ſyſtems, and pure as it is taught 
in the goſpel, will OY this RAY 
purpoſe. TRI tet 

When the genius of Britain expires ſhe will 
receive her mortal wound not from the arms of 
the houſe at Bourbon, not from the declenſion 
of her national ſtrength, not from the diminu- 
tion of her pecuniary: reſources, but from that 
radical corruption of heart, | which being in 
hoſtility ' with revealed religion, lead; to a. 
ther/m in ſpeculation, and to HOP een 
is alrocious in practice. 

In a period ſo licentious 1 3 
me fituationof the chriſtian miniſter, is u- 
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Iz ee annoyed by che hoſtile attacks 
of the infide] on one fide, and alarmed 
for the fate of the lukewarm chriſtian on 
the other, he will find his abilities however 
brilliant they may be, fully employed in ex- 
plaining illuſtratin g, and adorning the ſa- 
cred articles of his creed, and be will 
alſo find that the moſt circumſpett caution 
on his own part, will be what can alone 
give life to the precepts of that ſyſtem 
which he profeſſes, and make them objects 
of imitation, by the wiſe. and good. 
The character of the preſent. age, though 
not deeply tincture d with ſcience, is © diſ- 
criminated by a ſcientific taſte ; a thorough 
knowledge (I ſpeak colleQtively) of no ſci- 
ence, a ſuperficial ſmattering in all. 
It particularly therefore becomes the 
clergy, to cultivate true and a e te 
| nee. i =. 
To cultivate it upon higher php 
than conſidering it merely as a ſtep to 
preſerment, -upon the principle of i its being 
the ſole armour with which we are to 
repel the ſubtleties of Arius, the refine- 
ments of Socinus the metaphyſical jargon 
of the modern ſchool, and the level- 


| ling, 


N OT RE S. 


ling zeal of the unitarian, better 1 by 


the leſs courtly term of deiſt. 
The high price of books and the ond 


ced ſtipends of the inferior clergy, muſt 
neceſſarily limit their library to a ſmall 
number of books. 


Let me not therefore be thought to 4 | 
tate to the younger part of my brethren, 
when I take the liberty of earneſtly recom» 
mending to them the valuable collection 


of Theological tracts publiſhed by the Bi- 


ſhop of Landaff, which in ſix volumes con- 


tains a very valuable compendium of divinity. 
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AN Anarbgen or Sous: OF | nE 
PSALMS WHICH CHIEFLY REFER. 
70 ouR BLESSED SAVIOUR. 


Chriſt's virgin birth intimated. Palm 87, 
His paſſion, 22, 41. 69.4 70, 88, AD; 
RefurreQion, 771 
Aſcenſion, 47» 68. J 
Atanement, 40. 

His Covenant and 1 was 8, 86 80, 


His Kingdom, No. 22, 45. 72, 93 100, 
- 246 118. 


RejeQion of the Jews, 35, 109. 


See upon this ſubje&t Seb Schmidii re- 
ſolutio brevis pſalmorum prop heticorum de 


Chriſto. Walch. Bib. Theo. 4, 507. 


The Engliſh Reader who is deſirous of 
purſuing the very inſtructive enquiry into 
the prophetic pſalms may conſult the pre- 


ſent Dean of Canterbury's Commentary, a 


work where he will find the matter treated 


with much critical learning, and much inge ⸗ 
nious reaſoning, | 


SER M ON XIII 


THE CAUTION AND RESERVE OF 
CHRIST IN NOT DECLARING 
HIMSELF TO BE THE MESSI. 
AH, OTHERWISE THAN BY | 
THE MIRACLES THAT 
HE WROUGHT, STA- 
TED AND ACCOUN- 
TED FOR. 


ke SERMON 
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Sr MABK {CHAPTER 15, VERSES 2, 3 4, 6, 
And Pilate aſked him art thou "the King of 
| and he anſwering him ſaid unto 

him, "then thou ſayeſt it. 
Aud the chief" Pricfts' accuſed hin 7 
' things, but he anfwered nothing. | 
pa gy him again, ſaying anſwereft 1 
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A? the. Kingdom of Chriſt was not of 
this World, the meaſures that were 1 
to eſtabliſh it, were totally different 
from thoſe which human policy would have | 
ſuggeſted, and human power would have 


artied into execution. 3 
carried in r 6 CET TS LOT ORE IT'S. os 
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s SERMON XIII. 


The God of order, and the author of 
r not have ſent into __ 7 


Cr 


For the : expieſs {urptle of 
: ping againſt their ſovereign; e ge a 


gainſt their ' maſters, and clildren againſt 
heir parenmm .. c bach. 
The Empire that the hleſſed Jeſus came 
to eſtabliſh, was the empire of dhe mind. 
The open enemies that he came io com- 
bat, were the vices of the World, and 
the. only throne that he aſpired to, uns 
the heart and affeftions.of g cople ſenſible 
#4 the r he esse. > ng 

civil gov ernment, eſtabliſhed by. the Romans 
in the 1 of _ 3 . a 
Mmiratib to confirm it. . den e 7 
On being eulted bn 15 2 the 
tan Of u fefident in Judas, be ordered 
one of his Difciplests* go” to the 'Sea- 
| Hiore, and flem the mou of d fi to 
receive ſuch a dum 44 might ſatisfy '*the : 


517 


reigning 


8E R MON XIII a. 


imputation. 'of n and; —_— 
At the ſame time that he declined all 
* acts of ſovereignty, it was neceſ- 


fary that he ſhould perform ſuch actions 
as might impreſs upon the minds of can- 


did ſpeQtators, an awful n of "ns -ſu- 


oa; yore HOLES EOTSNTE ABS ad I | 
5 7275 y 


cure to him, whilſt in the courſe of hie 


miniſtry the confidence fu his! A 


and when that miniſtry was 
they might be ſorcibly urged as -irrefiſti- 
ble arguments in proof of his divine miſ. 
Sent e wad 352975 e 31,5245 4 $1 

of providence, in this ſtupendous act of 


ſhould be tried without having any ma- 


nifeſt proof of guilt W him. 
that he ſhould be 


| Executed 


COT £9 P _— 2 " 


„ Aon nas 


* 
as ” a —— 


ondemned, even a- 
gainſt the conſcience of his judge, and 


SOS 


— 3 — 
3 CESSES 


cxecuted whilſt the diſciple hat hetrayed 
him atteſted his innocence, and the judge 
ho . did * * 
power to ravoke itt. 
Had Chriſt ben he irt eee kl 
commiſſions plainly declared himſelf the 
King of che Jews; this would have been 
conſtrued as treaſon againſt che tate, and 
rebellion againſt the Roman Government. 
Hence he would haye fallen à legal 
Laps, and could not have been conſider- 
ed as an innocent viftim, but as a culprit 
From hence it will appear how neceſſary 
it was that Chriſt ſhould. decline all op- 
portunities of aſſuming the regal tile. 
When john the baptiſt, who had been 
committed to priſon for- having dared to 
reprove the licentious condutt of an as 
en —— with impatient 
Das... 95294 421i bo 1 20518 01 -cuntofity 


„ 


curioſty to demand of Chriſt, whether he 
was really the Meſfiah;—on this intereſting 
occaſion, and to this preſſing ſolicitation, 
. ee dee eee return no "Ge 
| He refers the . the "mira. 
cles that he had performed; he diretts 
chem ts acquaint their maſter with the ef- 
test of his power, upon the dead, the 
deaf, the lame and the blind, knowing that 
theſe criteria in the eſtimation of the 
Baptiſt, would be ſufficient to convince his 
mind, without his faying any thing more 
dire& to the preſſing WR pr opoſed | 
N the meſſengers 
It appears plainly from many parts of 
Chris converſation at different times 
with his" difeiples, *that- they endetftontl not 
the nature of his charaQer, or "the cats 
dition of his 7 Kingdom ; one thing alone 
encouraged their hopes, his miracles con- 
2 te poſſeſſed a power 
fuperior 
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hat of man, and — 
ee it, ben abe on purpoſe.) 

Les was to be done in the Cana 
vers; he was to vindicate his authority 
in the temple by baniſhing from thence all 
thoſe, wha, in the mercenary traffick, of a 
ücentious ages had converted 2 4 
geren ana d, lime n 
The diſeaſed vho were relieved hw 
the moſt grievous complaints, were diſ- 
miſſed by the benevolent author of their care 
with an injundtion to offer the uſual tribute to 
che Prieſt; to remember the behefit/ they 
bad received, 10 go; and ſin no mere. 
- Inſtances of ſuch divine power, Glent- | 
ly. indeed, but yet certainly proclaimed the 
bigh n of him who performed them. 
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But it may probably be aſked if it 
was neceſſary that Jeſus ſhould conceal from 
the World at large, his regal character; 
why was it expedient. that he ſhould; be ſo 
cautious with regard to his own Diſciples? 

This queſtion may probably he beſt an- 
ſwered by conſidering a converſation that 
Chriſt held with his icipley towards the 

end of his miniſtry. 

We read in the 8th chapter of 8. Mark 
27th verſe ; that he demanded of them 7 
whom do men ſay that I am?—They an- 
ſwered, John the Baptiſt, but ſome ſay 
Elias, and others one 97 the Prophets, | 
From the very next queſtion of Chriſt 
it was plain that he had not yet declared 
himſelf openly even to them. And he 
faith unto them, but whom ſay ye that I am? 


and Peter e ond ſaid thou art the 
ur. 


Ff Satisfied 


„ s E RM ON Xl. 


"Satisfied that they then underflood whe 
he was, he diſcouraged not the idea, but i 
only enjoined. a ſtrict filence on this ſub- 
ject. | Convinced that they now under- 
| ſtood him to be the Chriſt—He thought this 

2 fit opportunity to open the melancholy 
ſcene i in which he was to be 85 e 
ous a character. 

He immediately began to teach them 
chat the Son of man miſt ſuffer many 
things of the chief Prieſts and Scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rife again. 
From this moment according to St. Mark's 
goſpel, the Meſſiah character veg gra- | 
dually to unfold itlelf. 

This was the laſt year of his miniſtry. 
He vas to meet the Jews but once more at the | 
paſſover, and it was therefore neceſſary that 
he ſhould begin to be more explicit con- 
cerning the nature of his character, yet in 
s. ſuch a manner as to avoid giving any 

opportunity to the Roman Government 

to 
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to accuſe him of any deſign againſt the 
We find that our Saviour never revea- 
led himſelf fully to his diſciples, till after 
he had eaten the paſſover with them, 
and till Judas had left hem. 
At this laſt- affeRing. i interview, be. Hos 
a long . diſcourſe with them. He arms 
them with. fortitude to bear bis loſs; 
with, courage to ſupport.the perſecution that 
awaited them ; he inſpires them vith a 
confidence that he was the Meſſiah, who was 
anointed, ſanQfied, and ſeparated by the 
Father, to the work for which. he was ſent. 
But che full and complete conviction that 
the diſciples had, that their maſter. was 
indeed the Meſſiah, in reality the King 
of the Jews, was not till after they had 
received the Holy Ghoſt.—aſter dbiß bey 
who during his life, had preached in, ge- 
neral terms, the Goſpel of the Kingdom ; 
and that the Kingdom of God was, at hand; 
8 1 after 


„ Mein xut 


after this illuſtrious confirmation, they e- 
very where declare that Jeſus is the Mef- 
Hah, that King who was to come. h 
The propriety of our Saviout's condukt | 
being thus illuſtrated, in gradually expan- 
ding the Meſſiah charakter, the neceſſity 
of that guarded reſerve” with which he 
conftantly declined to aſſume the regal 
character, will evidently appear to tbe 
f While enquirer into un "_ of his 
Had he, br inſtance, when he firſt en- 
tered upon bis miniſtry, declared himſelf 
the King of the Jews, ſuch an act would 
immediately have expoſed him to the in- 
formation of Judas ;' and would have cauſed. 
Him to have been n 1 the lan- | 
bedrim as a ſtate criminal. - 
The ambition of the Jews, their '2eal 
| for the Meſſiah; arid their hopes of tem- 
. poral aggrandiſement, would alſo have cau- 
j he numbers to have reſorted to the ſtan- 
(FRE = T1 dard 
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dard of him, who ' affumed the vile or 
King; many of them who remained quiet 
ppedtators of the progreſs of a man WH 

diſclaimed all conneftion, with the intereſts 
ol ſecular grandeur. - 

In conformity ders” to the (guarded 
caution with which it betame Chriſt to 
aA, we find the ſcene of many of his moſt 
ſplendid miracles to have been wrought in 
Galilee, in the regions beyond Jordan; 
and in the villages adjacent to Jeruſalem, 
at a diſtance from the gn eye: of his 
Jewiſh perſecutors. 

The very embarraſſing part that out 
Lord had to act, will appear by conſider- 
ing chat it was neceſſary for him at the 
ſame ume hat he concealed his regal 
charatter from the Jes, to ien, it 10 
his diſciples. 5 

When therefore to avoid the malice of 
the ſanhedrim, he retired from ] eruſalem 


into a country near the wilderneſs, into 
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a city called Ephraim. Whilſt they re- 
mained in this ſolitude he imparted to the 
twelve, a full and deſcriptive account of _ 
every thing that was to happen to him at 
Jeruſalem at the approaching paſſover. 
| Here it is worthy of remark, that he 
not only foretells his death, but all 
the circumſtances accompanying it.— His 
being delivered up to the Centiles; his being 
mocked, ſcourged, ſpit upon and put to death; 
and leſt this circumſtance ſhould totally 
diſpirit them, he adds, as the higheſt conſa- 
lation to them, that he ſhould rise again 
the third day. _ PILE | 
But St. Luke tells us in — 18th, 
34th, that even then, even when their 
Lord's miniſtry was drawing fo near to a 
concluſion; the Apoſtles underſtood none 


ol theſe things, and this ſaying was hid 


from them, neither knew . the . 
War were ſpoken, 


During 
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During the whole courſe of his miniſtry 
they believed in him as the Son, as | 
the Maſia ſent from the Father. 

But in their ideas of the nature of 1 
Kingdom, they were equally at a loſs with 
the reſt of the Jews. | I 

In their laſt | journey to Jeruſalem 
James and John the moſt favoured of his 
diſciples, defired that he would grant them | 
a ſingular pre-eminence, ſuppoſing that he 
was about to enter upon the adminifira- 
tion of a temporal Kingdom. | ag 
Grant unto US aid they, that we may fit, 
one on thy Tight hand, and another on thy 
| beſt hand in thy glory; or as St. Matthew has 
recorded their petition, in thy Kingdom. 

This was the laſt time that they were | 
to accompany their maſter to Jeruſalem, 
the hour was now approaching, which was 
to acccompliſh ſo many Prophecies ; to 
fulfill ſo many types and to exhibit to 
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an aſtoniſhed | World, Aa bleeding Martyr 


diſguiſed under the appearance. of a, blaſ. 
phemous malefattor. | That caution there- 


fore which had hitherto marked his con- 2 


duQ, on theſe public occaſion, 1 was * 
no longer neceſſary. 1 5 
His laſt entrance into Judea, i in e- 
mie to a prediftion deſcriptive | of the 
Meſſiah, was therefore riding on a young 
aſs, as it is written fear not daughter of 
Sion, behold thy King cometh Ain W. | 
an Aſs colt. 
He now openly in "on temple, under - 
che eye of the chief Prieſts and Rulers 
of the Jews ; ; cures the blind and. the 
lame, frikingly illuſtrating his character, and 
manife{tly avowing his divine pretenſion. 
still however it was neceſſary that he 
mould not declare himfelf the Meſſiah, or 
- the King of the Jews; they might col- 
tea it from his. ations, but they Mere 
not permitted to prove it from his aſſertions. . 


Deſirous 
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Deſirous and willing as the Jews were 
to put him to death, they could not do 
it without ſome colour of aecuſation, which | 
might render him Fine at the tribunal. 
of the Romans. Pd | | | 

They were then a province | to this 
” haughty people, and were obliged how⸗- 
ever reluctantly to confeſs their abjett ſub- 
jektion to the majeſty of the Roman las. 
Pilate however, indifferent he might be, 
as to the eſſence of juſtice, ſtrifly ob- 
ſerved all the forms of trial; and when 
the Jews brought Chriſt before him he de- 8 
manded what accuſation bring you againſt 
this man? He ſuppoſed that they had 
ſomething to allege againſt him, which 
might form a charge in the 801 of a 
Roman Magiſtrate. | 
This the Jews knew vet *_ * 
could not do, and therefore by a general 
| charge of guilt ſeemed deſirous to attract the 
attention of Pilate—if he were. not ſaid | 


"0 
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they a — we ab. not 
vered him to thee 
' Pilate, upon this tape that he FN W 


ot guilty of ſome offence againſt the 
Jewiſh cuſtoms and nation, ſeemed ready 
to refer him to their own juriſdidtion. Take 


3 him and fudge him according ts yout 


law. 
This office they would willingly have 


undertaken, provided their law had empow- 
ered them to infli& the penalty of death, but 


this being not the caſe ; and as nothing. hort 
of death would ſatisfy their malice ; they 
determined to allege ſuch a charge againſt 
him, as muſt neceſſarily oblige Pilate to 
intereſt himſelf in the proſecution of the 
enquiry. 

The Jews then opened their evidence, 
by ſaying, we found this fellow perverting 
the Nation, and forbidding to give tribute 


10 Cafar, ſaying that be himfe My was "the 
Meſſiah i Doe 


© | 
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Thi⸗ was merely their own inference, 
- his ſaying that he was bie Son .f 
God. The title of King however being n men- 
tioned, exci ited the attention of Pilate, and 
cauſed , him to examine him friatly | up- 
on this head. —The ſcene that follows 
0 claims our utmoſt. attention it repreſents 

our Lord in a very critical ſituation called 
upon by a legal governor, to. anſer 2 
plain queſtion. | 

Art thou ſaid Pilate unto — "the * 
vo the Jews! ro avoid an explicit anſwer 
to ſuch a queſtion Je eſus replied, Jax thou 
| this Cs thyſe! tr, or tid others | Fell [ther 
Wt TY 3 

Pilate aſtoniſhed at the manner "and 3 
ture of Chriſt's reply, abt uptly aſks him 
am 1 4 Jem? "As. much as if he had ſaid, 
| thipkeſt chou that I am acquainted with 
the narrow. notions of the unſocial tribe 
2 which thou belongeſt, knoueſt thou not 
chat 1 fit in the charakter of a judge, re- 


66 . preſenting 
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| preſenting the majeſty of the Roman Em- 
pire ; thou art brought to my tribunal, 
as a criminal, and a malefaQor, by the IE 
chief Prieſts, and thine own nation, tel! 


me therefore what haſt thou done? 
It was here neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould 
be explicit — Jeſus anſwe red my Kingdom 
is not of this World; if my Kingdom 
were of this World then would my ſervants 
fight, that I. Mould not be delivered to the 
{Jour 3 : but my Kingdom is not from hence. 

Still there was a myſtery in the reply 
that Pilate could not fathom; — He there- 
fore ſaid unto him, art thou a King? je- 
ſus eee _ thou | eren 185 am a 
King TINY 

For this end was 7 born, 4 . this 
' cauſe came I into the World that men 
ſhould bear witneſs to tie truth, every one 
| that is of the 10 my voice. 25 7 

Pllate 


Pilate being at length ſatisfied that Chriſt 
had no hoſtile intentions againſt the ſtate, 
Vould willingly have releaſed him, but 
the malice of the Jews, theodium and dan- 
ger that he might expoſe himſelf to, all con- 
ſpired to cauſe him to paſs ſentence againſt 
Chhriſt, contrary to Kan to equity, and to 
conſcience. 
The benefits of that Kingdom which 
Chriſt incarnate came to eſtabliſh; ; the al- 
ſurance that if we do not obtain an in- 
heritance in it, we ſhall not only fuffer 


'a negative privation of pleaſure, but 


"ſhall ſubject ourſelves to | a poſitive 
 infliion of pain, ſhould awaken us from that 
lethargy which fin ſuperinduces, ſhould ren- 
der us aſſiduous in the ſtudy, and diligent in 
the praftice of the duties, ſo forcibly in- 
culcated, and of the obligations ſo ſtri- 
kingly exemplified by Chriſt's praftice. 
N eſſentially neceſſary to the well 
being of a ſtate, that it ſhould be at uni- 


Peace. 


ty in 
underſtand with preciſion, and obey 

with punfuality, the laws and the ordi- 
nances enaſted for their general welfare. 
But alas! the Kingdom of Chriſt diſplays 
no ſuch auſpicious  proſpefts—Diviſions 
deſtroy iu Unity, anden, invade its 
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| Theſe 83 8 PK oy 
| | wound the tranquillity, will not diminiſh 
ruption of human nature, he i knows that 
+ theſe... ſigns: are inſeparably connected with 
che progreſs of chriſtianity, and that they 
vill always more particularly diſtinguiſh thoſe 
times which precede. the fetting of the Sun 
of righteouſneſs. | 
The ſacred volume of Hanan whil 
it teaches him to comprehend the cauſes, 


| | will enable him to expect the effects of 
ſuch a general infidelity, and in the fate 
| of former chriſtian churches he wil mourn- 
- fully deſcry the fortunes of his own. 

| | Yet 


— r - __ 


4 
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a'pious attention to the ſacred ſcriptures could 
| but conquer that fatal ſcepticiſm ſo alarming» 
ly predominant, if men would only ſeri- 
oully confider the ſplendid events of diſ- 
tant propheey, long completed, as the certain 
earneſt of the faith of thoſe which are yet 
unfulfilled ; ſuch purſuits would neceſſarily 
reform the heart, would reſtore purity of 
judg nent, and propriety of conduct. ü 
That long ſuffering which would have 
reverſed the doom of Sodom, even ſor the 
fake of five xighteous men, would ſtill be 
exerted in the conſervation of a Kingdom 
profeſſing the ſacred ethics of the goſpel. 
But if the ſame licentious principles con- 
tinue, the ſame proſligate manners will pre- 
_ vail, and the fame tremendous doom will 
Fh, ee ts 
Me of the preſent - time are living an- 
der the fixth ſeal emblematized in dhe ar 
pocalyptic viſions, by the Lavidcean church. 


— 
— 
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The charaQeriſtic marks of. this church, 


were lukewarmneſs, and indifference to religi- 


on. 7 know thy — 4. Hu. thou: 


art neither hot nor cold. ©. „ 


Laodicea however cated; not, W 
fo! earneſtly erhorted to it. It repented 


not, it periſhed. 


The ſum of the whole end Wh 
I have endeavoured to illuſtrate, may be 
reduced to a ſmall compals. 
Man had deviated from reQitude, yet f 


= gracious God willing not the death of 


tion. 
To accompliſh this 3 Chriſt «a 


' anointed, or ſanctifed of God became in- 
| earcate. His birth was predifted by Pro- 


phets, many centuries before the ſplendid 
event took place, it was atteſted by An- 
gels, and his nn was confirmed 10 
mitacles. 


74 
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not the Kingdom of this World; —it was 


land of ee | han to the Ro- 
mans; and therefore the caution by which 
he illuſtrated the regal character, was admi- 


rably adapted to the obje& he had in 


bs . 5 : * 
view. e 8 3 2. 


But Chriſt's reſerve was not the Ami e 


(ell of puſillanimity, but the neceſſary con- 


ſequence of the important b he came 
to | eſtabliſh. 


When dhe divine purpoſes were accom- 


liſhed, he then aQed with the noble firm- 


neſs of a champion for truth. and only 
declined; the title of King, while the af 
ſumption of it would have been fatal to 


the int eſts of the Goſpel, and inauſpici- ä 


ous to the 7 1 8 EA by agar te 


* by f p 3 2 * } 
> 


The Kingdom which he eſtabliſhed vas 


neither the Gs of power, nor — 


Aw 
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| ſealed it with his blood. To convince 
the; Jews of their inexpiable guilt, Na- 
ture through all her works felt an aſtoniſhing 
| revolution:—The Sun was darkened; the 
Temple was divided; the Graves were open · 
ed, the Dead were raiſed. - + £ 
The Soldiers ſtationed to guard the Croſs 
were the firſt proſelytes to the chriſtian 
cauſe, and the precautions taken by the 
Jews, to invalidate the evidence of the 
reſurreQion, eſtabliſhed it moſt effeQually, 
and placed it beyond the doubt of - the 
moſt incredulous; and the denial of the 
moſt hardy adventurer, in the . of ; 
falſehood. 4 5 | 
What remains chen but that 3 : 
Ales of the bleſſings, | flowing to us 
through the blood of a crucified Saviour? 
That we regulate ourſelves by the purity 
of his precepts; and as far as the infir- 


mity of human nature will admit by the | 


perfection of his example. 
| And 


— 
* 
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And, whilſt we endeayour to advance # 

in perſonal righteouſneſs, let us pray un- 
| to the Father of mercies, to illuminate 

the eyes, and to circumciſe the hearts of 
the impenitent and unfaithful, that thy way 
O Lord! may. be known upon Earth ; wo 
ſaving health among all nations! | 

| Then ſhall the earth bring-forth her in- 
creaſe; and God, even our own God ſhall 
| oa us his ee l 
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by the, ſimpleſt of all | 
by engaging. the 
ee e 


diſguiled features of man incliving, 0 vie 


they find the way to our. hearts, 
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No glare of tinſel eloquence, no ſtudi- 
ed antitheſis, no laboured efforts of poin- 
ted language miflead the judgment, but all 
is pure and ſimple, genuine and unadul- 
terated, like the innocence of Adam, un- 
ſeduced by the tempter, and | the beauty 
of Eve, unaſſiſted by WT 

Of all the pictures of chis nature, with 
which the facred pages are embelliſhed, 
none can be more engaging than 'that 
which repreſents the Prophet Elijah pre- 
vious to the important points of falſe reli- 
gion, which he was to correct; journey- 


ing to Zarephath and received by th e gens 


rous hoſpitality of "RE" courteous' mn 


widow, ne e 984 XC eee of 
Why ſo Muri a Tb ficuld be 
necommodated with no better proviſion by 


the way, than that which vas to ariſe from he 


handful of meal in a barrel, and the ang thaw. 


* it is in vain to enquite; 


ance 


$- ; 
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fince the ſacred Hiſtorian has thought 15 
fit to give us no information on the myſ- 
terious appointment. . 


But if we may be allowed with humble 
diffidence to conjecture upon the ſubjeR, 


the widow | might be ſelected in prefer- 


ence to all others, as her heart might 
be ſuppoſed, to be moſt ſuſceptible of ten- 
der impreſſions: from the recent loſs that 
ſhe had ſuſtained, - and that ſrom the beſt 
of all guides to compaſſion, the knowledge 
of miſery herſelf, ſhe might be induced 
to compaſſionate the ſufferings of others. 
This being ſuppoſed, her handful of meal | 
and cruſe of oil, would ſupply a molt deli- 
cious banquet. _ 

The alacrity with which ſhe ſhared bo 
W would add a zeſt to its enjoy- 
ment, and the beneficence of her heart 
would conſecrate her humble viands. 

Eut in the midſt of this genial plenty 
, which crowned her table, whilſt the famine: 
RN was 


* 
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was | e in the land; a domeſtic calamity | 
happened which threatened to deſliroy the 
happineſs that they experienced, and 
which by depriving the | widow of the 
ſtay. of her age, ſeemed to leave her ſingle 
and unprotedted to the dangers of the 
World, to calamities which the general 

courſe of nature teaches us to expect, and 
to lufferings which the heart of a parent 
alone can realize. 


For whilſt the barrel of meal a not 
4 the crufe of oil remained undiminiſhed, 
the . Son of the woman, the "miltreſs of the 
houſe, fell fick; and his fickneſs mas Pp ay. 
that there was no breath in him. | 


Here was an event, mournful 3 | 


an ingenuous youth prematurely expiring, 
and a wretched Mother left to lament her 
double loſs. 

As the firſt emotions of: grief are ge- 
nerally violent, and as female rage is com— 
- monly undiſcriminating, this courteous vi- 


1 x. 7 
7 . 


dow 


8 
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ws. 


dow ſeems: to have betrayed ſome ſymp- 


toms of chat impatience generally aſeribed | 


to. her ſex, by immediately imputing her 
Son's death, to the vilit of the Prophet; 


though t the ſacred Annalift has given us, no . 


reaſon to ſuppoſe that, he was in any way, 


accelſary, to. it. but en quite the ; 


"reverſe... 


was A: woman, and therefore did not ex- 


pedt to find ber a cool reaſoner. 3 


ne well. knew that to argue Vith. ber, 
in ſuch a temper, muſt, have been? an hope · 
lefs effort, anditherefore.. deviſed a More cer- 


tain. mean of removing her reſentment t, and 


vindicating his innocence. vs d dec 


He ſaid uno her, give me rs OY 
nd Lf wet bo out: of her boſom, a 


M Av, 5 into Wk where 16,99 


e unto 1.45 e rar tet 0 Lord my God! 'T 
1 Ti | ER Haſt I; 


ou X , 8 
1 AF ' k'S , ; bl 
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The Fibel bowever was a N by 
ber unjuſt ſuſpicions; he knew, that ſhe 


— ——————————— —— —— — — —qmagy———— rig eg - 
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"Bop n "at" brought evil pon the 
id," with whom 1 fin ty fig ler 
Son. ers this 0 my God, the return 
« that dener blent hoſpitality wet with? 
und ik diſeaſe accompanies their "Reps, 
and death enters along with thy prophets, 
by whom ſhalt they be received, by whom 
« ſhall they be e from che eme 
« of the Aon $* Wor anon th 9 | 
Aut be eld "(ined "6d" 1H, le ſaid,” 
0 Tot" my Cod, ker this chi! hd" come 
into him 8 (7 OF eee 

"His" prayer Was bed. and his petition 
granted—the foul of the child came into 
bim again, and he revived: | rig 
nd Elijah took" the 1 and e 
im down out of the cham er into tie louſe, 
and delivered him to his Mother; and 22 
4 ſer thy Son beth,” = SR 

Never perhaps did fo few words | con- 
vey fo frriking an effect; ber grief was 
turned into joy: her Son who had been 

NU b 0 
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dead, was alive again; and the prophet 
_ who had ſo lately been reviled 8s, --the 


murderer, was now N as the favi iour of 
her child. „ I 
Her intemperate; clamour immediately 
ſ ubſides ; ſhe reſumes her former courteous 
manners, and acknowledges the, divine miſ- 
fon of the Prophet, from he ſtriking 
miracle he had performed, 1 
From this ſcene of domeſtic life, tho . 
prophet, as removed, to a more ſplendid 
theatre, where he might diſplay 10 greater 
numbers, the effects of his power; here 
he might vindicate the omnipotence of the 
Lord his God, and convince the, deluded 
votaries of Baal, of the folly of their ſu- 
nee and the frailty of its objekt. 115 
After an interview with Ahab King of 
f Ifrael, who had - ſummoned the Prophets 
of Baal to an aſſembly at | Mount, Carmel, 
He choſe a moſt decifi ve va to demon- 
M4 the palin powers of the two. Reings; 7 


n 


264 SERMON. xiv. 


tie God of toſs," and the {eaſeleſs hu. 
ol n 3 
| How long ſays he Kat 'j ab ns 
oprnions f That is, either the God of 
my devotion is ideal, or the objekt ol 
your. worſhip | without exiſtence. | 
Let us therefore bring the matter to a 
ſhort and deciſive iſſue, and let the per- 
formance of ſome ſplendid miracle, atteſt 
the omnipotence of the One, and confute 
the impious. pretenſions of the other. 
If the Lord de God "follow him ; TI 
then follow him. | EE h GER 
The challenge was too Hair, and too 
honourable to be eicher refuſed, or evaded ; 
to have reliſted i it at all, would have been 
dilingenuous, to have refuſed it altogether 
would have implied * conſciouſneſs that 
"their 'pretenſions were unfounded, and chat 
| their God was ideal. F 
"The experiment that vhs" 20 decide the 
important matter, was then reſorted to: 


Baal was i mplored with inceſſant ſupplication 
from 
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from morning to noon ; ; but was ; implored in 
vain ; there was no voice, or * that an- 
ſuered. | f | +a . ; i 1 
At length che meſſenger os the” tout 
Jehovah offers up a petition tothe TS 
of glory, that the Lord would condeſcend 
to vindicate his inſulted majeſty ; and 
ance of power might 
convert the hearts of the apoſtate 1 


4 


that ſo ſignal an it 


tors.” 
The petition dilated by piety, was ſane- 
tioned. by power. The fire of the Lord 
fell, and conſumed the ſacrifice; and when 
all the people ſaw it, they ſaid, the Lord 
he is the God; the Lord he is the God. 
"road ſcripture © is written for our in- 


ſtruction, and from no part of it may we 
| | derive more uſeful leſſons than from the. 
| demand of Elijah, to the Prieſts © r 
Baal ;—Why halt * bauen, two opini· 


4 7 A LOW -. a4 2 


Men 
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| Nen Hhould be convinced of the pro- | 

priety of the objet of their worſhip, or elſe 
their worſhip muſt be vain. 

ut we apply this criterion, to ourſelves | 
nd preſent condition ; FR ſhall find how vain 
are our attempts to join God and Mam- 
mon; to ſerve what our Saviour afurey 
us, no man can ſerve ; . two maſters. . 
; Y ew u men are 0 thoroughly abandoned 
as to avow an open contempt for religi- 
on; they aſſiſt at its ceremonies, they at- 
tend upon its ordinances ; ; but are their 
lives regulated by its precepts, are their 
conſciences influenced by its lanktions? 

The Lord of hoſts we worſhip with our 
lips, Baal the God of pleaſure, ve culti- 
vate in every adion of our lives. | 
LE & we could convince ourſelves that 
Baal was in reality the God. we ought | to 
adore, then this. un limited, attachment to 
is cauſe would be proper. 
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lk the diſcoveries" bf modern phy 
bad demônſtrated, as they ſeem defirous td 
do, the materiality of the ſoul and the 
ndn-Ekiſterics of future” puniſi ment; it 
would then be right to make the Belt 
uſe that we could of the ſhort ſpace” al- 
lotted its here, in Topplying” tlie ſenifual 
part or us with all thoſe” gratlficativity 
which ir Nicehdoully dettanddd. 
To fttew che way with flowers which 
lead to che dark and. devouring grave, - 
would be” the precept of" prudence, "were | 
the grave, the mit öf dur Gättence, and 
were there no ſtate td fucccd, whetein 
the Aktlons of life would be reviewed, the 
paths'bf perfeveribg” virtue | remunerdted, 
aud che preftittiption of d ating 'vice md 50 
Bur vun piibiſſied > 0 A 

Commofr Proprivty feeins 10 decide that 
 kis fervants de ave, to hom vr proſefz 
& iti "RING enn a * God. 
e TY "008. 
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. This jealqufy does not proceed from 


| weakneſs, 8 the, Tofu, of. his bin 
„ wilehromn od! ok 


A. divided. . e bis altars, a 


Sa; one. 1 * be excluded e 
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Jo do juſtice to de eG age, "4 
qannot be ſaid to halt between two opinions. 
It ſeems plainly and unequivocally deſirous. 
to. renounce, fell, allegiance. to., the one 


true God, through Jeſus Chriſt; to enliſt it- 


ſelf underthe. flandard of Baal;. and zo facti- 
hice. at the ſhrine of What it has dignified 
vith. the name of pleaſure. | © 1 ach 5 


„Hence, che. proſanation of the ſabbath 


(bat fatal ſource, from, whence all the wa- 
ers, of biuernels Ilie , hener,, the wid- 

night orgies to the demon of play; a8 
by a violent mi nomer it is de nom ninated, 


where, ruin marks the, unſucceſsful, aeg 


wyrer, with. indelible. infamy: and . rapacity 
urges on his more ſucceſsful antagoniſt, 
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to actions which debaſe every idea of rec- 
titude, which inculcate ſentiments deftruc- 
tive of every ſocial feeling. 

Hlence, from an eager: attachment to 
pleaſure, and a reſtleſs impatience of con- 
trol, the contempt of thoſe ſober maxims 


of trade, which conducted our prudent 


anceſtors, by juſt gradations of profit, to 
ample acceſſions of wealth. 


An eager deſire of ſudden riches, is 
the fruitful parent of ſpeculative gaming, 


and fraudulent. hee of PN 
money. 


Hence, the tears of the 3 hong | 


the unprotected claims of the orphan. 


From the ſcene which folly or faſhion 


(call it by which name you pleaſe) has ap- 
propriated to meetings of pleaſure; Propri- 


ety hath been gradually departing, and 


Modeſty muſt ſoon retire. 
The mid-night maſquerade, the bats of 
virgin innocence, the veſtible to the tem- 
„ KK is 


— 
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ple of vice, is proteſted by diſſipa- 
ted nobility, with a degree of patranage, 
which if transferred to the ſupport of the 
arts 'iconnefted wich the true interefls of 
ſociety; would add ſplendour to the preſent 
| age, and OE of nee the 


Deplorabl | 


348k 4G 


*It would be invidiou ious, as max as un- 
true, to deny to the preſent age, and n 
racter of patronizing the polite. arts 
.. Muſick, architecture, ſcuipture, . AY 
ting, are cultivated with a degree. of zeal 
which would have done honour to the 
moſt ſplendid eras of Grecian taſte. 

But, it would be a curious though me- 
lancholy employment, to trace the degree 
of eſtimation, and the liberality of reward, 
which await the profeſſors of the above 
faſhionable ſciences, and compare it with 
chat almoſt univerſal contempt, and that 
ſhameful inadequacy of recompence which 
oppreſs the profeſſors of the moſt ſacred 
ſyſtem of religion, that ever enlightened 
the World. | 


— 
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Deplorable indeed would be the con- 
dition of the preſent times, and mielan- 
choly beyond expreſſion, our future proſ- 
peas, if the vices of the age, were not 


in ſome degree redeemed by the ſplendid: 


virtues, and endearing qualities which-ſhine 
forth from the whole practice of two of 
the moſt * nn in their 
Kingdoms. | | 

That they may longs continue to in- 
 ſtru@ and improve a declining age, muſt 


be the joint dictate of prudence, and the 


fervent prayer of piety; the unbounded 


viſh of. the patriot, and the ſole _— ; 
of the chriſtian! a= 8 


To ſpare the bruſhes of thoſe who pa- 
tronize Italian ſingers, and French dancers, 
I forbear to record tbe enormous ſalaries 


which their folly  appropriates to them; 


which it extends to all the motley inſtru- 
ments of a refined, but enervating ſyſtem 


of luxury; which by gradually corrupting 


the morals of the people; has infalliably 

_ deſtroyed every ſtate wherein it has taken 
up its inauſpicious abode. 

| K k 2 
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As if men were not ſufficiently prone of 
themſelves to commit evil, it has been the 
malignant employment of the preſent age, in 
a degree greatly exceeding every other, to 
train them up ſyſtematically to vice. 

The periodical publications of the day, 
are polluted by obſcenity of language, are 
embelliſhed, I mean to ſay deformed, 
with ſuch repreſentations of vice, as de- 
bauch the minds of the unexperienced, . 
and confirm the habits of the libertine. 
That cenſorial vigilance of manners 
which marks the police of every wiſe and 
virtuous country; is either ſleeping or 
_ diſregarding theſe noxious engines of vice. 
Theſe inflammatory productions are cir- 
culated vith that malicious celerity which 
adds wings to whatever is pernicious, they 
are to be found in the cottages of the 
poor, and on the anvil of the laborious. 

The moſt virtuous man may be furpri- 
zed by ſudden temptation, when reaſon 
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is off her guard, and the palhoni unre- 


ſtrained ; the exceſſes of ſuch a man, are 


momentary, but his compunttion - will be 
laſting. 


But for his turpitude who | deliberately 


fits down to write a book, by which the 
precepts of virtue are relaxed, cke obliga- 
tions of duty impaired ; and the deformity 
of vice diſguiſed, for his turpitude lan- 
guage has not yet invented a name 
_ ſufficiently expreſſive | of deteſtation ; nor 


can that extended charity, or candour, 


i ſo beautifully illuſtrated by St. Paul, as 
covering a multitude of ſins; in the ampli- 


tude of its reſources, find a ſhadow of 


an apology. 
To meet an evil of ſo alarming a na- 
ture, as that general profligacy which cha- 
raQterizes the age, with any competent de- 
gree of reſiſtance, a total revolution of 
principles muſt take place. 7 


— ww woos 
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The great point is, how can this mat - 
ter be effedted? how can inveterate ha- 
bits of ſin long indulged, be abandoned, 
and ſentiments of purity | and piety in- 
Killed? | 8 
It muſt be owned that the talk ſeems 
to be a laborious one, but that ſhould: 
rather incite us immediately, to engage 

in it, than incline us to 1 it ** 
deſpair. 

To the riſing — we Rr di- 
red our efforts, as on that and that a- 
lone, our hopes ſeem all ſuſpended ; we 
muſt train up our youth in the way they 
ſhould go; we muſt inſpire them with 
early ſentiments of virtue, and fixed habits 
of religion. | 


In order to accompliſh this great * | 
benevolent end, with regard to the inferi- 


or orders of ſociety, ſeminaries have been | 


eſtabliſhed in many parts of the Kingdom, 
under the denomination of Sunday ſchools, 


where 
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wherein 3 are impreſſed with infore 
mation ſuited: to their years. | 

Here they are inſtrutted in the 4 prick 
ciples of chriſtianity ; the leading precepts 
of moral | obligation are ſtated to them 
with preciſion ; their tender minds are 
impreſſed with juſt notions of ſubor- 
dination, and here that manly and chriſ- 
tian charatter is endeavoured to be for» 
med, which will, if any thing can, ſave 
our ſinking nation. 

It was ſaid of the Romans that if they 
would become honeſt they muſt return from 
their ſplendid palaces in the capital, to thoſe 
contemptible cottages which they quitted, 
gradually and flowly as refinement, and ci- 
vilization ſoftened their manners, and ex- 
' tended empire ſoothed their pride. 
— 1 may ſaid with equal propriety of us 
_ Britons, that if we would recover that 
ſplendour which our vices have tarniſhed, 
ve muſt again revert to that primitive ſim- 
LY, . plwicity 
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plicity of manners, and that pious deport- 
ment of conduct, which heretofore rendered 
the name of Briton, the term by which 
every thing great and good was deſcribed. 5 
When that auſpicious era, returns we 
may look forward with * . 1 
happineſs. 2; mn 
Then in the beautiful 1 of the 
regal. poet. Our Sons ſhall grow up as 
«the young plants; our Daughters ſhall be 
te as the poliſhed corners of the temple. 
Then ſhall our garners be full and 
a 33 with all manner of ſtore; then 
« ſhall our ſheep bring - forth thouſands and 
« ten thouſands, in our ſtreets. 8 
e Then mall our oxen be ſtrong to la- 
« bour, then ſhall there be no decay, no 
« leading into captivity ; and no complaining 
in our ſtreets.— Happy are the people 
who are in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed are the 
people who have the Lord for their God. 
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N THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


iſt Cox IN THIANS CHAPTER 15, VERSE 24, 


Then cometh the End. 


HE facred pages of holy writ repea- 
tedly inculcate the mortality of man. 
The patriarchal records in the infancy of 
the World, picture him indeed, ſtrong and 
vigorous, reſiſting for a long time, the 
inclemencies of the ſeaſons, combating the 
cares of life; and at length ſinking into the 
grave f ull of years, and full of honour. 
Ass the ſacred narrative proceeds, the 
ſpan of life is gradually contraQing, till at 
length three-/core years and ten, are the full 
boundary of his comfortable exiſtence ; and 

cs EL i. all 
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all beyond is trouble and ſorrow, Jo ſoon 
paſſeth it away, and we are gone. 

Mortal, alſo like man, is the planet he 
inhabits—When it firſt aſſumed that beau- 
tiful form in which we now ſee it, the 
ſeeds of its diſſolution, were plentifully 


combined with its material eſſence; they 


have been ſlowly but certainly exerting 
their latent influence, and imparing its beau- 
ty and ſtrength from the firſt hour of creation 
to the preſent moment; and will ſtill con- 
tinue to exert their malignant power, till 
that awful moment concealed from the 
eye of man, in the thickeſt veil of dark- 
neſs, but ever preſent to the all-ſeeing. mind 
of the ſupreme Being, ſhall commence, 
when the exterminating Angel ſhall aſſume 
his tremendous office, and with a voice 
that ſhall ſhake the ſpheres, ſhall Pen ; 
| that time -ſhall be no more. | 
Tube very idea appalls the braveſt heart, 
and for a moment checks thoſe fallies of 
pleaſure, which | preſent the ſhadow to 

| HE the 
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the eye; but remove che ſubſtance * n, 1 


neſs from the mind. 


Time ſhall be no more — What a cablime-! 


- ly terrible idea, do theſe few words con- 


_ vey—all the monuments of human art; | 
empires gradually cmerging from the groſſ- 
eſt barbariſm, and flowly aſſuming the 


peaceful aſpett of cultured manners: Ci- 


ties conſtructed by che ſublimeſt energies 5 


of art, ſhall alike give way to the potent 
voice of the deſolating Angel, and the purpo- 


ſes of the creation being amply accompliſhed, | 
in a manner agreeable to the councils of 
God, known to Him before the beginning 
of time, the World with all its magnificent 
ſcenes, ſhall inſtantaneouſly diſappear. Uni- 


verſal Chaos ſhall reſume ker empire and not 


a wreck ſhall. be left behind, to atteſt the 


former exiſtence of whatever was ſplendid 


in art, or beautiful in nature. 


When, or how, this grand cataſtrophe will 


take place, is a ſecret impenetrable to man, 
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The knowledge of it would indeed an- 
ſwer no good purpoſe; and has therefore 
been wiſely with-held by the bountiful care 
of chat wiſe and good Being, who in all 
things thatare neceſſary for man to know, 
that is, all that may improve his virtue, 
and increaſe his propenſity, to the ſocial 
qualities, hath been liberally indulgent in 
imparting information, but hath judiciouſly 
with-held it, when it would rather tend to 
increaſe his vanity, than to fortify. his 
virtue. ee e OR, 
The very idea of our mortality, together 
with that of the certain deſtruction of the 
World, as they lead us to recolleQion, ought 
to conduct us to repentance, 

We might brood over our own annihila- 
tion, with that gloomy apathy which is 
unfriendly to all the chriſtian virtues, had 
not the beneficent wiſdom of revealed religion 
imparted a ray of light, juſt | ſufficient to 
illuminate our ſenſe of preception, thor 


oppreſſing 


. 
. 
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oppreſſing it, by aſſuring us that a judgment ts 
eome, is a neceſſary part of that divine œco- 
nomy which adminiſters things unequally 
here, in order to adjuſt them hereafter, by 


wiſdom which cannot err, and by -mercy | 
which - will pardon whatever is really 


venial. | | « 
- The grand error which perplexed the ans 
tient ſages; thoſe men, who in their rea- 


ſonings upon moral obligation, have diſ- 
played ſuch wonderful powers of mind, 
but who in ſpeculating upon the ſublime 


ſubjects of the immortality of the ful 
and a judgment to come, have indulged 
to ſuch pleaſing, yet imprafticable ſallies 
Their grand error, was a want of revealed 
religion on this mmportant point. 
Applying their own -accurate ideas of 
things, to the government of the deity ; 
they ſaw not how it could con ſaſt vich the 


tt; % ate 


Fad thing, 
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attribute of juſtice to encourage vice; o 


power, to ſanftion with ſucceſs, the moſt uns 


juſtifiable actions; or with w:/dom, to permit 


the moſt undigeſted Theories frequently ta 


ſubvert the beſt eſtabliſhed ſyſtems. 
That this World was the whole of man's 


exiſtence, was their firſt principle; on 
_ this they erected the baſcleſs e of 


their Theories. 
A Cæſar fubjugating * World, bs he 
* FL of his ambition, and the exquiſite 


| ſubtlety of his ſchemes ; whilſt the inflexible | 


virtues of Cato were both unſerviceable to 
bimſelf, and uſeleſs to his country; were 
ſoleciſms, in politics which reaſon could not 
account for, and which pride therefore taught 
man to look upon as the neceſſary conſe- 


quences of a government, adminiſtered wich- 


out a providence, as the effects of raſhneſs, 


ſometimes ſeconded by ſucceſs, and ſome- 


times accelerated by the auſpicious interfe· 


rence of external cauſes. 
But 
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But the auſpicious era was now approach- 

ing: which was to give to doubt, the cer· 
tainty of demonſtration, to hope, the al- 
ſurance, of fruition and to virtue the crown 
of glory. 

In the meridian height of Roman great- 
neſs, a fingular perſonage preſented him- 
ſelf to the admiring, and indeed expeRting 
World, the purity of whoſe precepts ſhamed 


| the ſchools of philoſophy, and the ſplendid 


virtues of whoſe example, outwent the moſt 
exaggerated merits of oriental fiction. 
This perſonage was no other than the 
ſacred founder of our faith; whoſe advent 
had been predidted by the Prophets, in 


regular ſucceſſion, from Moſes to Malachi ; 


whoſe character had been deſigned by the 
moſt graphical marks of celeſtial truth, by 
| thoſe irradiations of genius, which expan- 
| ded the minds, and guided the hands of 
his primitive . 1 


— 
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This ſingular perſonage terminated his 
career of poverty by a cataſtrophe of ig- 
nominy ; a cataſtrophe of ignominy ſo far 
as attended his death but a cataſtrophe ſplen- 


did in its conſequences, and map to the 
beſt intereſts of man. 


In the miraculous death of Chriſt, the 
crroſe, the grave, and ſhroud, were the inſig- 
nia which atteſted his royalty, were the 
credentials which ſanctioned his divine cha- 
rafter. Þ | 
The ancient ſages had painted the dig- 
nity of virtue, and the intrinſic beauties 
of a life of purity, with colours vivid as 
they were laſting, and with a pencil ani- 
mated, as it was accurate. 

But yet, 2s I had occaſion to obſerved in 

a late diſcourſe, their efforts were unſuc- 
| ceſsful, from the ſole want of a revealed 
deſignation of life, after this, 

From this ſad ſource, virtue drooped 3 in 
Rlence; ; and that hand which might un- | 


des 


der a more as” co ombination of eir· 
cymſtances, have waked to extacy, the li- 
ving lyre, or held the reins of empire 
with comfort to itſelf, .and,contentment to 


mankind, was top often raiſed. againſt it- 
ſelf, and impious ſuicide the worſt of All 
crimes, becauſe a cxime that cannot be 


repented of, ,mournfully, terminated | that life 
which the doctrines of materialiſm, had. pic- 


tured as a curſe, and the deſire of reſt, 
had realized, as a ſcene of ſuffering. . 

But on the morning of. the reſurretion 
depreſſed. virtue, received her _palmary tri- 
umph, the grave vas demonſtrated to he impo- 
tent and unviftorious ;—death was deſpoiled 
(of his Ning, and the head of the Serpent 


as had been graphically predicted, near 
AO years before, was irremediably , brui- 


Jed. 

The doftrine of the reſurreQion there. 
fore becomes no longer the conjecture of 
the viſe, and the wiſh of the good: : It 


Mm 1 


6 SERMON Xv. 


is to be viewed as matter a” deinobfiti3 | 
tion, and reſts on as ſtrong a baſis, as the 
moſt ſimple propoſition of Euclid. 
This being the caſe, what then ſhall we 
ſay : to thoſe impious men who artfully at- 
tempt to undermine our glorious hopes of 
| eternal happineſs, and to degrade us to 
the mortifying level, of the beaſts that 
periſh? Hr. WL 
7 Toa fellow who calls himfelf a philoſo- 
pher, and tells us that he is convinced 
that the ſoul of man is of material eſſence? 
to the whole infidel corps, who annoy 
| the citadel of our faith, ſometimes by the 
| Poiſoned arrows of invettive, and ſome- 
times by the battering engines of perverted | 
learning. Io 


shall we attack them in return ? no! that 
would be too great "7 honour Let them 
90 on. 1 = 
Let them do their utmoſt, we Aefy their 
malice. —Under Chriſt's ſtandard therefore let 


us 


Mas 
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us nobly, Sght.—Be it therefore, well at- 
tended to, by you, men and brethren—that _ 
* * through his Name ye receive forgiveneſs 


of ſins; and by him all that believe are 


juſtified, from all things, from which ye 
could not be mo by the law of Mo- 


ſes. ” 


Entrenched within the "EEE lines of 


prophecy ; guarded as the evidences of our 
faith, are by the ſtrong defence of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Records: He that dwelleth in 


Heaven ſhall laugh our enemies to ſcorni; 
the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion. 

We know who it was, that was crucified ; 
dead and hnried ;—And who triumphantly 


roſe from the grave, 
Whilſt the ſincere chriſtian devoutly me- 


ditates on this auſpicious theme. Let the 
infidel make what he can of the following 


ſublimely terrible threat. 
* Behold ye deſpiſers and wonder, and 


periſh For I work a work in your days, 


 Mmg 
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" bolt which. ye {hall in no wiſe bite 
dene x man declate ft unto your” 1 
For the converfion of the infidet; there. 
fore, fet us priy!—For His change of fer 
 tiident in life, for bis peritence in the 
hour of death; and hope that he may finally 
be admitted into the Kingdom of glory. 
| Whitft the licenitious doktfines of materialifm, | 
teach the ünprincipled member bf loefety 
to feek a refuge in the grave, from tlie 
torments of a life of mifery—Let the 
bright ptoſpetts of eternity, anim ate the 
chriſtiah, to bear up againſt 2 a world of trott- | 
bles that he may be received with trium- 
phant acclamation, into the Kingdothi of the 
Lamb, where the whole plan of the crea- 
tion, being preſe; nted to his wondering eye, 
be ſhall, be & Brock with e the be Oe and 
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power, to el its proper ren anũ 6 mall 


keel with the animated exithuliafm of 
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che divine author of the apocalyptic viſions 
Great and marvellous are thy works ; 
thou Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true 


arg thy ways, thou King of Sainut - 
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